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Editorial Jim Gyselinck 
 
Sadly, I must announce the passing on August 17, 2009 of one of our 
Past Presidents, Life Member and a great friend Larry Walker. Larry 
served the Branch in many capacities from an executive member then all 
three vice presidents and then finally President. It was an honour to have 
served as his 1st Vice President and I for one will miss him. Our 
condolences go out to his lovely wife Tess and family.  
 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 

President’s Message  Jim Gyselinck 
 
Each year, we write articles addressing the member’s duty to support the 
Poppy Campaign and each year we get disappointed with the lack of 
members participating. This seems to be an ongoing battle to get 
member’s to volunteer. The majority of the volunteers are well up in 
their years but they still come out every year. Where are the rest of our 
younger members? If you can not do your Poppy duty at a mall or liquor 
store because of the weather, help out in the Poppy room. 
 
WHAT WILL IT TAKE FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO VOLUNTEER 
TWO HOURS A YEAR TO SUPPORT OUR VETERANS? 
 
Without these veterans, we would not have the freedom we enjoy today. 
We would not have this great organization or this facility that you all 
enjoy today. If you do not agree with these comments, disregard them as 
always and enjoy the rest of the Highlander. 
 
Over the summer your executive has again been looking at ways to keep 
this branch afloat. We have investigated all contracts and have 
terminated some contracts. We have signed new contracts that will 
ensure a better and safer branch which will also save the branch money.  
 
Again this year, we visited our American friends in Phelps, New York on 
August 1st and participated in the Sauerkraut Parade. On Saturday August 
22, our Blues and Greys and Colour Guard marched in the Warriors Day 
Parade then hosted a dinner for the Phelps members who also marched in 
the Warriors Day Parade. 
 
 
 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 tjgyselinck@aol.com 
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1st Vice President  Wayne Powell 
 
POPPY CAMPAIGN 
 
This is the most important event in the Legion and it takes every able 
bodied member to participate, to make it successful.  This year the Poppy 
Campaign starts on Friday, October 30 through to November 11. 
Please give 2 hours of your time to Poppy Tag.  Let’s have every Poppy 
Tagging location manned, especially on the weekends. Think about 
fulfilling your pledge to actively participate in the Poppy Campaign.  
Remember this is our 75th Anniversary of serving Veterans. Let’s all do 
our part. Let’s set a record for funds raised. 
 

We all owe it to our veterans. 
 
Canada Day is over and was very successful.  As can be seen in the 
Financial Statement it was also a profitable day. So many of our 
members pitched in to help make the day run smoothly.  A very big 
thank you to all who helped and to all who attended. Although I will not 
name people for fear of missing someone, I would be remiss to not 
acknowledge the work that Doug Stevens did toward keeping the Branch 
property in excellent shape.  The grounds were manicured to perfection 
Best Wishes to Bill Kinnaird as Chairman of the 2010 Canada Day 
Committee. 
 
At this writing, there is no comment on our 2nd Annual Golf Tournament 
on August 28th, except to say it will be a fun day. 
 
Bar and Nevada sales have been very slow over the summer months; 
let’s hope they pick up in the fall. 

 
WITHOUT THE SUPPPORT OF THE BRANCH 

MEMBERS WE WILL NOT THRIVE. 
 

WE NEED YOU! 
 

Remember: United - We stand, Divided - We Fall 

  
 Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
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2nd Vice President Ian Pierson 
 
This year marks the 75th Anniversary of Branch 258 receiving The Royal 
Canadian Legion Charter. We owe our gratitude for those members who 
had the foresight to create our branch and a great thank-you to all of 
those who came before us and kept the tradition alive. I hope we can all 
live up to their standards and keep this branch going for another 75 years. 
 
Canada Day / 75th Anniversary 
 
Once again, this year’s Canada Day celebration was a great success. Due 
to financial considerations, we combined our 75th Anniversary with our 
Canada Day celebration. Since there were too many people to thank 
individually, I would like to extend my thanks to all of the committee 
members and volunteers who worked so hard to make this event a great 
success. My thanks also go out to all of our members and the general 
public who showed up to celebrate with us.  
 
Our Canada Day celebration keeps getting bigger and better every year. 
 
Poppy Campaign 
 
It may seem too early to be talking about the Poppy Campaign, but it 
tends to sneak up on us very quickly and it needs to be addressed NOW. 
 
To me, the Poppy Campaign is the most important program that the 
Legion runs. Since joining the Legion, I have spent countless hours 
during the 6 weeks it takes to manage the Poppy Campaign. Starting 
when we unload the counter trays and the tagger trays and prepare them 
to be distributed, to the day we have collected, packaged and put away 
the trays. This is my choice and I enjoy ensuring my time is well spent 
supporting the Poppy Campaign. 
 
Now it is your turn. We need your help.  
 
First, we need a few volunteers to help starting on October 17, 2009 to 
set up the Poppy room, opening the boxes and preparing them to be 
distributed. 
 
Next, we need everyone to volunteer to work a minimum of 2 hours as 
Poppy Taggers. Tagging is the most important thing you can do to make 
this years Poppy Campaign a success. Sign up early and sign up as often 
as you can.  
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And last, we need a few volunteers to help starting on November 12, 
2009 to clean up the Poppy room, packaging up the boxes and putting 
them away. 
Remember: Our willingness to participate in the Poppy Campaign was 
one of the obligations we undertook when we became members of The 
Royal Canadian Legion. We all should strive never to forget this solemn 
undertaking - it is part of the debt we owe to those who have gone 
before.  
 
When the Volunteer signs go up on the board, I urge each and every one 
of you to sign up and participate in this year’s Annual Poppy Campaign.  
 
Branch 258 Web Site 
 
For those who have access to the internet, please visit our web site at 
www.rcl258.com. Almost every web page has been revamped, changes 
are being made frequently, and new pages are being added as required.  
Check out the changes to: 

 Up coming Branch Events 
 Monthly calendar  
 Parades 
 The Highlander 
 Canada Day Pictures 

I hope to work on the “Branch Information” and “Our Community” 
sections of the web site next, as time permits. Look for more changes 
soon.      
          Yours in Comradeship Ian 
 

3rd Vice President Irene Stevens 
 
I would like to start my report by welcoming back all members old and 
new and hope that you enjoyed the summer although it has been a short 
one. It was good for the Executive and Committee members and 
volunteers to have the time off also to spend with their friends and 
family. 
  
During the months of June to August we discontinued Pub Sundays with 
the permission of the President, this was not a Committee decision.  
Karaoke continued on Fridays and Sundays and most times was well 
attended.   
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Donations received from the Karaoke from April to July has been $820 
which will be spent on the new stage in the lounge and if there is any 
money left it will be handed to the Branch.  Thank you, Elaine for all 
your hard work. Thank you to Burt Austin who has been very 
instrumental in encouraging new people in coming to the Branch and 
most of all to you the members for your constant support. 
  
I would like to apologies to the membership for the inconvenience when 
the DJ didn't show up on two occasions.  I was able to get a DJ for one 
function but the second time it was not possible as there was a 
misunderstanding, the DJ left a message with the Scarborough Legion 
thinking he had left a message at our Branch.  Unfortunately these things 
happen and emergencies occur.  The President is always made aware of 
these occasions with an explanation.  If you have a complaint to make 
regarding this, please direct your correspondence to the Entertainment 
Committee not to the President or Membership Chairman. You will get a 
quick and precise explanation if you do this. Don't speculate and spread 
rumors or write anonymous e-mails.  Before you start running down the 
Executive you elected to serve you for the year, ask yourself, "What have 
I done to make the branch a better place?"  "Have I volunteered my 
services to any committee?".  If the answer is NO then start now and 
quite complaining.  We are members of the Executive appointed by the 
President to take care of various functions and the Entertainment 
committee does not have the right to cancel Karaoke or Pub Sundays 
because they feel like the only time a cancellation occurs is when the 
weather is bad and with the consent of the DJ and the President a 
cancellation is made not by one single person because she feels like. So 
please stop with assumptions, stop criticizing and be a volunteer and 
support your Branch. Come to the meetings and put your complaints 
forward so they can be addressed in the proper manner. Try working 
with the Branch not against it and keep it a nice branch to come to!  It is 
not always easy to take criticism from members who do not support the 
branch hence my comments, 
  
We had a pig roast dinner/show on August 14th "Tribute to Elvis". It  
was a very enjoyable evening and the feedback has been very 
positive. The three performers were excellent and the crowd really got 
into the mood of the evening.  Art did a great job of pig roast and we had 
a little fun when we carried the pig wearing pink glasses around the hall.  
To volunteers who came out to help, "thank you" very much for a great 
job.  
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We will be doing other shows like this as members have stressed that 
they enjoy a dinner/show more than just a dance night. If you have any 
suggestions let us know we will work with your ideas. 
  
Some of the months of the year have 5 weeks so we either have three 
karaoke Sundays or Pub Sundays depending on how it works out. The 
entertainment calendar is for three months and sometimes there is a 
change with DJ's. We put this on the notices on the tables and post it on 
the boards this is the best we can. Thanks your cooperation. 
  
Thank you for electing me to the position of 3rd Vice President and I will 
carry out my duties and responsibilities as given to me by the President 
by working for the betterment of the Branch by having functions to raise 
funds. Your support is much appreciated. 
  
See you at the General Meeting in September.  
 Yours in Comradeship Irene  
 

Past President                David Adamson 
 
Honours & Awards 
Plans are well underway for our upcoming Honours and Awards that will 
take place in the Banquet Hall on Sunday, September 20, 2009 at 4:00 
p.m.  As most of you may know, the Battle of Britain parade will also be 
taking place earlier the same day that will include the Raffle Draw for 
the benefit of the Tony Stacey Centre for Veterans Care. Tickets are 
$2.00 each and can be picked up at the Branch or the Stacey Centre. This 
event should be completed by 3:00 p.m.  Letters of invitation will be sent 
to those who qualify for their completed Years of Service pins and other 
awards that will be distributed.  
 
Public Relations 
I continue to make every effort in keeping the community updated 
and informed of events passed on to me that take place at Branch 
258. The Scarborough Mirror has been most accommodating in 
including articles that are forwarded on to them. 
 
As I write this article, we are finally enjoying some nice warm 
weather, without the rain. Should make for a good autumn!  
All the best!     
     Yours in comradeship, David 
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Treasurer's Report Ron Skopyk 
 
I do hope that everyone has had a safe and happy summer which was not 
the greatest on record. 
 
A detailed review of our past year’s financial performance will be 
provided in the next edition of the Highlander. As I am writing this 
report, our compilation of the Branch’s financial year end submission to 
our external auditor Mr. Lee is virtually complete. The report will be 
forwarded to him during the week of August 10 and I expect a number of 
accounting related questions from him. This is a usual process on his 
part. I wouldn’t expect otherwise. Once the financial results are reviewed 
and accepted by Mr. Lee sometime in late August or early September, it 
is then necessary that the financial report be presented first to the Branch 
Executive Committee for their review, and then to be presented to the 
Branch’s general body at the following general meeting for their review 
and acceptance. It appears that the presentation to the Branch Executive 
will take place in September, followed by the presentation to the Branch 
general body in October. 
 
In lieu of this, I will provide a brief summary of the unofficial Branch’s 
profit /loss position as of the end of May, 2009. 
 

Revenue and Expense 
Items ($000) 

June 2008 
to 

May. 2009 

June 2007 
to 

May. 2008 

Increase 
or 

(Decrease) 
Branch Revenues 699.1 727.8 (28.7) 

Branch Expenses 679.3 711.6 (32.3) 

TOTAL YTD Profit (Loss) 19.8 16.2 3.6 
 
 
Bank balances (as of July 23/09): 
General Account: $11,744  Lottery Account: $10,811 
Charitable Account: $4,838  
 
 Yours in comradeship, Ron 
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Chaplain's Report Don E. Wilson 
 

 
Larry Walker (1930-2009)  
Larry was a member of the RCN, a Life member of Branch 258 and 
had been an Ordinary member of the Legion since 1971. 
Harold (Tiny) Clifford (1928-2009)  
Harold (Tiny) was a member of the RA in WW11, a Life member of 
Branch 258 and had been an Ordinary member of the Legion since 
1957. 
Alma Clifford (1928-2009)  
Alma was a Past President and Life member of Branch 258 Ladies 
Auxiliary.  
George Esslemont (1916-2009)  
George was a member of the RA in WW11, and had been an Ordinary 
member of the Legion since 1992. 
 

They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, Nor the years condemn; 
At the going down of the sun, And in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them 
 

7 Oaks Doug Rickey 
Sunnybrook. Les Lauzon, Norman Carnell 335 West Bldg ‘L’, 

Marg Ackeroyd, Don Jacob , Howard Mills 
In Residence Tony 
Stacey Centre 

Mary Chadwick, Geoffrey Colley,  Kenneth 
Edmunds, Frank Kane, Mary Moorehead,  
Mary Martland, Blair Parsons, Mary Yardley, 
Dorothy Roach, Alexander Rokitnicki,  
Barbara Vail, Albert Wade, John Wathen,  
Irene Wessels,  Rita Wilson   

Bay Ridges Nursing 
Home 

Arthur Smith 
  

  
Respectfully Submitted – In Comradeship, Don  

 chaplain@rcl258.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chaplain@rcl258.com


The Highlander  September/October/November  9 

Membership Report Ian Pierson 
 
Welcome back from the summer break. I hope each and every one of you 
were able to sneak away and enjoy your vacation. 
 
2009 Rates 
 
There will be no increase for Membership dues for 2010.  
 New Member dues will be held flat at $75.00, the same as 

they were for 2009. 
 Membership renewal dues will be held flat at $60.00, the 

same as they were for 2009.    
 
Early Bird 
 
By the time you read this, the Early Bird campaign will have started. The 
campaign runs from September 1, 2009 until November 30, 2009.  
 
This year, we will be giving away 6 free memberships during the 
campaign. If you renew your membership in September, you will have 
6 chances to win your membership. If you renew your membership in 
October, you will have 3 chances to win your membership and if you 
renew your membership in November, you will have 1 chance to win 
your membership.    
 
The first draw will be held at the General Meeting in October. All 
membership renewals received by the end of day September 30 will be 
eligible for the draw. (3 winners will be chosen) 
 
The second draw will be held at the General Meeting in November. All 
membership renewals from September (excluding the September winner) 
and those received by the end of day October 31 will be eligible for the 
draw. (2 winners will be chosen) 
 
The last draw will be held at the General Meeting in December. All 
membership renewals from September and October (excluding the 
September and October winners) and those received by the end of day 
November 30 will be eligible for the draw. (1 winner will be chosen) 
 
All winners will be notified via a phone call and their names will be 
published in the Highlander. 
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Membership Strength 
Life 26 Ordinary 318 
Associate 706 Affiliate 176 
  TOTAL 1,226 

 
New Members 
 
I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new members at 
the June General Meeting. Please welcome them to our branch. 
David Holmes Associate 
Gerald Leisk Associate 

David Leitch Associate 
Rodger McTaggart Associate 
Bill Tippett Associate 
William Woodruff Associate 

 
Members who have Re-joined the Branch 
The following member re-joined the Branch in June. Please welcome 
him back to our branch. 
David Connery Associate 
Brian Craggs Associate 
Karma MacGregor Associate 

 
The following members re-joined the Branch in August. Please welcome 
them back to our branch. 
Paul Milway Associate 
Joseph Staltery Associate 

 
Please take a few moments to make all of our Members Feel 
Welcome. 
 
Legion Magazine 
The Legion Magazine is published 6 times per year. If you are not 
receiving this magazine, it could be because you have requested that it be 
stopped, or you moved and the change of address did not get changed in 
a timely manner. If it was caused by the latter, Canada Post would have 
returned it to Dominion Command and they would have stopped sending 
the magazine.  
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If you are not receiving the Legion Magazine, please let me know and I 
will investigate getting the problem resolved. 
 
If you are receiving multiple copies of the Legion Magazine caused by 
several Legion members living at the same address, and you would like 
to reduce this to one copy only, please let me know and I will also look 
into fixing the problem. 
 
Veterans Dinner 
Putting together the attendee list for the Veterans Dinner is always a 
challenge since we do not want to miss anyone. Over the next few 
months, I will be working with Verna Burness to update our list to 
include new members and members who now meet the invitee criteria. 
Further information will be in the next Highlander. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Ian 
 membership@rcl258.com 
  
Building Chairman  David Fowler 
 
I hope you all had a very enjoyable summer. Here is a list of some of the 
things that were done during this time: 
 
Plastic forms were placed in the freezer and fridge to keep food off the 
floor as required by the health department. The temperatures in the  
walk-in freezer and fridge are at the proper temperature. 
The carpet in the banquet hall has been cleaned. 
Lights on the building and the portable have been fixed. Parking lot light 
and ballast was replaced. Many other minor jobs have been done around 
the branch. 
  
 Yours in comradeship, David 
 

Sgt-at-Arms  David Fowler 
 
I would like to thank everyone who came out for the Canada Day and 
Warrior’s Day parades.   
The next parade is September 13, 2009 for Pine Hills.  
The Battle of Britain parade will be on September 20, 2009. 
Further information about the above parades will be posted on the 
bulletin board.                   
     Yours in comradeship, David 

mailto:membership@rcl258.com
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Fire Coordinator Report  David Fowler 
 
Smoke alarms have been installed in all washrooms.  These have been 
hooked into the fire alarm system.  Anyone smoking in the washroom 
will activate the fire alarms. 
All fire extinguishers checked out okay.   
The hood range over the stove fire extinguisher was okay. 
 
A few burned out bulbs have been replaced in the exit lights and they are 
all working okay. 
 
The fire panel checked out okay. 
 
The hood range over the stove extinguisher is due for its annual test. 
 
 Yours in comradeship, David 
 
 

Regalia  Carol Meere 
 
We are just about approaching fall, scary, soon we will be counting the 
days till Christmas! 
 
The summer months have been rather slow as far as sales were 
concerned, people on vacation and so forth. I have managed to clean the 
display case, do the inventory and trying to find items that may interest 
you. It is difficult to pinpoint when new items will become available.  I 
also would like to say, we do not want to be overstocked. I strongly 
suggest, if there is something you particularly want and it’s not in the 
display case please phone me (416-284-9424) and I will do my best to 
try and get it for you. I cannot be at the branch everyday waiting for 
sales. Please do not hesitate to call me and I will make arrangements to 
meet you at the branch at your convenience, usually the next day unless 
it is an item that needs to be ordered. I am at the branch most Saturday 
Nights. Once again, please check out the display case while coming in 
and out of the branch and never hesitate to call me. 
 
I shall be giving sales to date at the General Meeting Sept. 14th. 
Hope everyone had a wonderful summer! 
 
     Yours in Comradeship, Carol 
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Our 75th Anniversary Cake on display Canada Day 2009. 

 

 
L.A President Sandy Steele, President Jim Gyselinck, 
Miss Toronto Haylie McCullock and Miss Canada 
Serathima Malkina help cut our 75th Anniversary/Canada 
Day cake 
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September 2009 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
Seniors 
Executive 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

2 3 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 

4 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 

5 
John 
Sigvaldason 

6  
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am – noon  
 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 
 
 

7 
 

8 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs  
 

9 
Scarborough 
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

10   
VAC           
1400hrs 
 
Living 
History  
0930 hrs 
 
Scarborough 
Firefighters 
1200pm 

11 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 

12 
Jan Smead 

13 
Pine Hills 
Parade 
1330 hrs 
 
Pub Sunday 
David 
Wildsmith 

14 
General 
Meeting  
2000hrs 

15 
 
 

16 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

17 
LA General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

18 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 

19 
Rob Martine 

20 
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am – noon  
 
Battle of 
Britain 
Parade 
1400 hrs 
 
Honours / 
Awards  
1600 hrs 

21 
Legion Week 
SEPT. 20 to 
SEPT 26 
 
Zone 
Meeting  
Branch 258 
2000hrs 
 

22 
Legion Week 
 

23 
Legion Week 
 

24 
Legion Week 
 
Branch Exec 
1930 hrs 
 

25 
Legion Week 
 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 
LA Western 
Night Dance 

26 
Paul Evans 

27 
Pub Sunday 

28 
 

29 30    

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 
SEPT. 06 
SEPT. 20 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts 
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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October 2009 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  1 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 

2 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

3 
Grant 
Smead 

4 
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am – noon  
 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 
 
 

5 
General 
Meeting  
2000hrs 

6 
Seniors 
Executive 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

7 
 

8 
VAC 1400hrs 
 
Living 
History  
0930 hrs 
 
Scarborough 
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 

9 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

10 
Maple Creek 
Band 

11 
Pub Sunday 
Rocky 
Bridges 

12 
Thanksgiving 

13 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs  
 
 

14 
Scarborough 
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

15 
LA General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

16 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

17 
Rob Martine 

18 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 
 

22 
Branch Exec 
1930 hrs 
 

23 
Colour 
Guard 
Dance 

24 
Paul Evans 

25 
Pub Sunday 
Gary Peters 
 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

31 
Ian Hunt 

        Regular Weekly Activities 
 Euchre  

1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts 
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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November 2009 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am – noon  
 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 

2 
 

3 
Seniors 
Executive 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

4 5 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 

6 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

7 
Ian Hunt 

8  
Pub Sunday 
Gary Hooper 
 

9 
General 
Meeting  
2000hrs 

10 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs  
 

11 
Scarborough 
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

12 
VAC 1400hrs 
 
Living 
History  
0930 hrs 
 
Scarborough 
Firefighters 
1200pm 

13 
LA Support 
the Troops 
Dance 
 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

14 
Jan Smead 

15 
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am – noon  
 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 

16 
Zone 
Meeting  
Br 345 
2000hrs 

17 
 
 

18 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

19 
LA General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

20 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

21 
Paul Evans 

22 
Pub Sunday 
Ron Russell 

23 
 

24 25 26 
Branch Exec 
1930 hrs 

27 
Karaoke 
Burt Austin 
 

28 
Rob 
MacArthur 

29 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
Burt Austin 
3 PM 

30 
 

     

        Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts 
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Note to members: Sometimes it is necessary to change DJ in the event 
they are not available due to illness. This calendar is made in advance 
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Legion Week  Eric Pierson 
 
This year marks the 75th year of our charter, so please come out and 
participate in our events to make them a success.  
Legion Week starts on Sunday September 20th with the Battle of Britain  
Parade and ends on Saturday September 26th with an evening of Social 
Dancing. We have prepared a full program for the week.  
 
For the highlight of the week, we have invited 12 different Seniors 
Homes / Organizations to attend Seniors Day on Wednesday, September 
23, 2009 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. The letters to the Seniors Homes were 
personally delivered by Doug Stevens, for which I am very thankful. 
  
Refreshments will be served around 2:00 pm by our Ladies Auxiliary, 
and we have booked Ken Castle for a sing-a-long from 2:00 pm to 4:00 
pm.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: We need volunteers to push wheelchairs from the 
Tony Stacey Centre to the Banquet Hall and return. Please add your 
name to the list posted on the Bulletin Board when it gets posted. 
For the rest of the week, we have the following: 
Sunday Battle of Britain Parade 
 3:00pm Karaoke in the Lounge 
Monday 1:00 – 3:00 Hot Lunch - Meat Loaf / Mash / Peas $5.00 
 7:30pm Open Euchre 
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 Hot Lunch - Fish & Chips $5.00 
 7:30pm Open Cribbage 
 7:30pm Open Darts 
Wednesday Seniors Day - See above 
Thursday 1:00 – 3:00 Hot Lunch - Bangers & Mash $5.00 
 8:00pm Open Snooker 
Friday 6:00pm Ladies Auxiliary - Western Night 
 8:00pm Karaoke in the Lounge 
Saturday 3:00pm Meat Roll with Doug Stevens 
 8:00pm Social Dancing 

I would like to thank everyone who has helped in the planning of Legion 
Week and I would like to thank everyone in advance who will be helping 
during the week’s events.  Yours in Comradeship, Eric 
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        JOIN US FOR OUR                        
   CHRISTMAS CRAFT 
 & HOME SENSE SHOW 
    Sat, Nov 21st, 2009 

10 am – 3 pm  
in the Banquet Hall 

 

  Vendors Wanted 
   Tables $25.00 + Door Prize 

45 Lawson Road, 
Highland Creek 

 

CONTACT: Joy 
@ 416-269-7376 

Email:  joy7@sympatico.ca 

Royal Canadian Legion,        
 Branch 258 
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Colour Guard Bill Kinnaird 
 
Comrades, it is with great pleasure to report that the Colour Guard has 
had a spectacular 2009 Summer Parade Season.  Proudly representing 
Branch 258 in the Orillia Scottish Festival (July 18), Phelps, New York 
(Aug. 1st), Branch 614 - Mini Tattoo (Aug 16) and Warriors Day (Aug. 
22) at the CNE. 
  
Alas, summer is coming to end and we look forward to the fall; where 
once again the Guard hopes to see many of it members at the various 
branch functions at the legion.  
 
Speaking of which don't forget to purchase your Colour Guard Dance 
tickets - $15.00 / person. The Dance will be held on Friday, October 23, 
2009. Tickets can be purchase from any Guard member. 
  
As stated in my last report, the Guard is seeking to raise funds for new 
jackets everyone loves a sharp dress man, especially in a uniform.  
So please remember to purchase your raffle tickets. 
1st Prize is a .25 caret Diamond Ring and 2nd Prize is a Diamond 
Pendant on a gold chain. 
All proceeds will be used to help purchase the jackets, and there are only 
2000 tickets printed. 
It's your best chance for striking gold or diamonds. 
  
On a more sombre note, the Guard would like to pay its honourable 
respects to a dearly loved member of Branch 258 - Fern Regan. Fern, 
although you are no longer with us in the ranks, your sprit will 
always march with us; and on this 2009 Remembrance day, our hearts 
and minds will be thinking of you (handing out poppies in heaven).   
God Bless! 
  
Comrades, let us not forget about those who made the ultimate sacrifice; 
please join us this fall at Pine Hills and on Remembrance Days we pay 
tribute and remember our loved ones and those who loved this country. 
 
           Yours in Comradeship, Bill 
           Colour Guard Chairman 
 
 
 



The Highlander  September/October/November  20 

DANCE                          DANCE                     
DANCE 

 
COLOUR GUARD DANCE 
 
DATE:    OCTOBER 23, 2009 
 
PLACE:  BRANCH 258   
  ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
 
TIME:     DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM 
 
                COCKTAILS TILL 7:00 PM 
 
                DINNER:    7:15 PM 
 
MENU:    ROAST BEEF DINNER 
 
COST:      $15:00/PERSON 
 
MUSIC:    DJ DOUG BROWNING 
 
DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY WITH 
GOOD FRIENDS  
 
AND SUPPORT YOUR COLOUR 
GUARD. 
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Entertainment/Ways and Means  Irene Stevens 
 
Welcome back with the new Executive.  Congratulations to the following 
for being re-elected to the Head Table. Vina Black, 1st Vice President,  
Ron Skopyk, Treasurer, Robert McKay, Membership Chairman, Pat 
Relf, Secretary and Grant Relf as Executive.  
  
Our next Executive Meeting will be on Tuesday, September 1, 2009 and 
our General Meeting will be on Tuesday, September 8, 2009. 
  
Please inform Carmie Black if you know of any members who have 
passed away or are ill. Carmie will arrange for cards to be sent. We 
welcome new members; you can come as a guest to one General Meeting 
and see if you are interested.  After the meeting we have a little social 
time together. 
  
Our Fall Dance is on Sunday, October 18 2009.  
See you at the meeting. 
 Yours in Comradeship, Irene 

 

Penny Fund               Dorothy Wells  
 
As of this report your fund was $697.50 was is the magic word as I spent 
it all for the troop Christmas parcels. 
I do have so much fun spending your money on our guys and gals and 
there are so many of you to thank.  
But you must know how much our troops appreciate your thoughts and 
prayers. In case you are wondering, Rhea and I try to send items that they 
can carry in the field operations. Items such as gum, candy, etc. and 
handy wipes which we have heard are used for bathing. 
Other items are for use at the base camp for the troops to enjoy. Books, 
games, cookies or what ever we send hopefully a whole bunch of 
Christmas Cheer and goodies that will lift their spirits. 
Sometimes we receive letters or notes that really lift our spirits and 
acknowledging that our Legion is very supportive and always supportive 
of our troops. It also gives us a kick start for our next shipment. Keep the 
faith that our troops will return soon and safe to their families and loved 
ones. Again THANK YOU ALL. 
P.S. Special thanks go to the work party for repairing, painting and 
carpeting the porch steps into the portable. It was getting a little dicey 
going in there with all the shopping. 
                Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy 
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Support Our Troops      Dorothy Wells and Rhea Martin  
 
It’s August, but we have started preparing our Christmas Packages for 
our Troops. We can use more donations and some help. Please call 
Dorothy at 416-284-1422 or Rhea at 46-282-7449, if you want to know 
what articles are needed. We will be shipping the parcels in late October. 
 
Since our last report, we have received donations from Norma Taylor, 
Tom Greenshields, Paula & Barry Taylor, Anne Marie Bacon and the 
gamblers who went with us to Rama in June. Many thanks for your 
generosity. Ron Skopyk has supplied our Rama tickets since day one. 
Thanks Ron. 
 
We are having a Rama trip on Sept. 28th   and tickets are available now. 
The cost is $5.00 per person and that includes lunch. We leave at 8:30 
am from the branch and return by 6:00 pm. Please call Rhea at 416-282-
7449 if you want tickets.  
Have a great Thanksgiving. 
       Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy and Rhea 
 

Scarborough Veterans Report  Eric Pierson 
 
Hope you all enjoyed the B.B.Q and that you had a very good summer. 
Welcome back!  
 
Our first meeting is on Wednesday September 9th, which is also our 
nomination meeting. If you are nominating a person to run for an elected 
position, please ensure that you ask the person before nominating them. 
Our elections will be held on Wednesday October 14th  
 

Please attend these meetings as they are important for our next year. 
Our XMAS dinner is on Friday December 4th. Block this date in your 
calendars now. 
 
Don’t forget Legion Week starts on Sunday September 20th and ends on 
Saturday September 26th. On Wednesday September 23rd we need 
volunteers to push wheelchairs from the Tony Stacey Centre to the 
Legion and back again. Legion Week activities are in the Highlander and 
will be posted on the Bulletin Board. 
Also, don’t forget we need your help during the Poppy campaign in 
November. Please mark your calendars now so you can come out and 
give us a hand.         Yours in Comradeship, Eric 
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Living History                               John Vassair 
 
During the summer months, July and August, no activities are carried out 
by members of Living History Speakers. During this period we learned 
that two of our members will no longer be able to participate within our 
group. Fred Danniels and his wife have moved into Scarborough 
Retirement Residence and Mac Raulston and wife are permanent 
residents of Chester Village Retirement facilities. They will be missed. 
Also Bob Firlotte, now 92 years young, has medical problems which will 
restrict his full participation with our group. Even though, he still 
considers himself ready for any assignment we may ask him to do. 
Needless to say, the remainder of Living History Speakers will carry on 
and looking forward to a busy fall session. Our first meeting will be held 
on Thursday September 10th at 0930 hrs. 
       Yours in Comradeship, John 
 

Veterans Services Report Les Goodwin 
 
The Veteran’s Affairs representative John Lingenfelter will again be 
available for Veterans at our Branch for counselling, John will be 
available as usual on the second Thursday of the month commencing 
September 10th 2009. 
 
While appointments are not necessary, it is required that you let me, or 
the Branch steward know that you intend to see the councillor on the 
next available session, in the event that there are no clients for that day, 
then the meeting will be cancelled, this arrangement is necessary so that 
the representative will not be left sitting in the Branch waiting for clients 
that do not show, you may call me at home (416 282-3885) or leave a 
message at the Branch. 
 
Should you find that you cannot get to the Branch on the days outlined 
above let me know and I will have the VAC Rep call you for an 
appointment in your home, provided that you reside within the rep’s 
working area. 
 
With the approval of recent legislation John will now counsel all Allied 
Veteran’s of WW II and the Korean War of 1950-53, please remember to 
bring your service documents. 
 Yours in Comradeship, Les 
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L.A. President Report  Sandy Steele 
 
Hi Ladies I hope you all had a great summer even though it wasn't the 
greatest of weather. 
 
Well it's time to get back to the swing of things again so here I go.   
 
For those of you that haven't heard Alma Clifford passed away.   
Alma Clifford was a Past President of the Ladies Auxiliary. 
There will be a memorial for her of Sept 15 / 09.  
 
We held Provincial Darts on June 27 / 09 it was a great time. 
I would like to thank all the ladies that helped out with this event. I 
would also like to thank Wayne Powell for doing all the cooking and Bar 
B. Qing for the Provincial Darts he was a great help.   
 
We have done sandwiches over the summer and they have been doing 
well. 
  
This Highlander is for the mouths of September October and November 
so if I miss something I am sorry 
  
Dates to Remember 
  
Sept.   3/09                       L.A Executive meeting  7.30p.m. 
Sept. 13/09                       Pine Hills Parade 
Sept. 17/09                       L.A. General meeting 7.30p.m. 
Sept. 20/09                       Battle of Britain Parade 
Sept. 20/09                       Honours and Awards 
Sept. 25/09                       L.A. Western Dance 
Oct.    1/09                       L.A. Executive meeting 7.30 p.m. 
Oct.  15/09                       L.A. General meeting 7.30p.m. 
Oct.  17/09                       L.A. Singles Double's Darts BR258 
Nov.  5/09                        L.A. Executive meeting 7.30p.m. 
Nov. 13/09                       L.A. Support your Troops Dance 
Nov. 19/09                       L.A. General meeting 7.30 p.m. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Sandy 
 
 
 



The Highlander  September/October/November  25 

1st Vice President Report  Shirley McMurter 
 
Comrades: 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Branch for their 
overwhelming support during our LA Provincial Dart Tournament on the 
June 27th weekend.  Special thanks to Wayne Powell who not only 
hustled up goodies for our gift bags but also took charge on the BBQ 
both Friday night and all day Saturday concluding his stint with an 
amazing Steak Dinner on the Saturday night.  Our sincere thanks Wayne 
for all your help. 
 
I would also like to thank Ann Collins, Barb Mahoney and Wilma 
Snelgrove for the amazing job they did as our hostess’ on the Friday 
afternoon/evening.  We had numerous compliments from the various 
branches that they felt welcome from the moment they entered Br. 258 
and were greeted by our ladies.  Good job comrades! 
 
Thanks to Verna Heath, who was there to assist, as always, with the 
distributing of the gift bags and to Sandy Steele and Brenda Butt for a 
job well done running the many draws throughout the day? You girls 
rock and let’s not forget Audrey Maher who spent the entire day assisting 
with anything and everything from ticket distribution to meal 
preparation. 
 
A special thanks to everyone who donated gifts to our gift table-too 
many to mention, but you know who you are.  It was much appreciated 
and made the day a little more exciting.  
 
I would also like to thank all the individuals who gave up their Saturday 
to mark score for this event.  It was very much appreciated.  Special 
thanks, to Jim Gyselinck for his assistance and support from the early 
planning stages to completion. 
 
And last but not least a big thank you to my friend and comrade Ann 
Butterfield who offered up her time and experience to make the day the 
success it was. 
 
It was a very successful event and made me very proud to be a member 
of Branch 258 and the Ladies Auxiliary. 
 Yours in Comradeship, Shirley 
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Ladies Sports Report  Jackie LePage 
 
Branch 258 Ladies hosted the provincial Darts on June 27th. 
Ann Butterfield, Yvonne Tracey, Shirley McMurter and Sue Wilson 
placed 3rd. I’d like to thank everyone who worked so hard to make the 
weekend a great success. If I had to name everybody one by one, I’d 
have the only report in the Highlander. Great job everyone! 
Coming events Zone Euchre - Sept. 19, 2009 
Darts Singles and Doubles – Oct. 17, 2009  
District Euchre – Oct. 24, 2009 
Branch 258 will be hosting, all volunteers are welcome. 
The ladies have done a great job in sports. We all deserve a pat on 
the back.  
 Yours in Comradeship, Jackie 

 
Branch 258 Banquet Hall 

 

We have a modern fully equipped, air conditioned 
facility available for weddings, banquets, parties, 

dances for up to 192, and meetings up to 250 
 

Free parking on premises, Handicap facilities 
 

Complete catering facilities on premises 
 

For complete details on availability and rental rates,  
Contact: Pat Fisher (416) 282-5290 (Home)   
or Audrey Maher (416) 282-3337 (Home)   

(416) 281- 2992 x 40 (Branch) e-mail: 
hallrentals@rcl258.com 

 
We are now taking bookings for 2009/10, but dates 

are filling up fast. Book soon so you will not be 
disappointed.  
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ATTENTION 
We recently received a donation of some medical 
equipment from a local citizen who would like us 
to pass them on to a needy veteran; the items are 
as follows; 
1.   A Hospital Bed complete with mattress 
2.   A Hoyer lift, complete with slings. 
3.   A Wheelchair. 
4.   A Porch lift, electrically operated. 
These items would normally be used by a person 
who is confined to bed. 
The purchase price of these items if you were to 
buy them would be between $8,000 and $9,000, 
the wheelchair is custom made and does not fold 
as a regular chair does, the porch lift will lift up to 
about four feet and is a plug in type to a dedicated 
outlet. 
If you, or someone you know has need of the 
above, please contact me at 416 282-3885, or the 
Branch office 416 281-2992 as soon as possible. 
We would prefer that the above should go to the 
family of a member of the Legion, failing this will 
go to any citizen in our District “D” area and at no 
cost to the recipient. 

    Les Goodwin 
    Service Officer Branch 258 
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Home Improvements 
Eaves troughs – Aluminium – Galvanized Copper 

Soffit – Facia – Siding 
Thermo Replacement Windows 

Interior / Exterior Painting 
Lighting and Plumbing Fixtures 

General Maintenance 
Over 35 years of satisfied homeowners 

Dean Caster 
Member – Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258   (416) 821-9380 
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