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Editorial Jim Gyselinck 
 

This summer has been the usual slow season for the 
Branch. I want to thank the approximately 100 people who 
faithfully support Branch 258 on a regular basis. During the past 
years, your executive has cut the Branch expenses as much as 
possible. The main reason for our present procedures, i.e. early 
closing is simple...a major reduction in revenue because about  
10 per cent of our members support our Branch. 

 
I am not requesting that you come in and drink. However, 

perhaps you might play a game of pool or some cards or some 
darts or shuffleboard or enjoy the Saturday meat draw or buy a 
Nevada ticket. A small effort by every member would keep Branch 
258 viable so that we can carry out the purpose of the Legion 
serving the Veterans and the community. 

Where will the Monday and Wednesday night dart league 
play? Where will you play snooker and Euchre and Cribbage? No 
more cheap "beer”. We've worked too damned hard to keep us 
alive. The future success of Branch 258 is in your hands. The 
Executive will endeavour to keep Branch 258 a viable institution 
however; we cannot do this without the support of our members. 

 
Once again, I would like to thank those members who have 

supported Branch 258. At the same time, I urge all other members 
to renew your membership and provide real support for your 
Branch. I see that Command is suffering for funds too. They have 
raised our per capita (Provincial & Dominion) again.  

 
I have also heard of members removing plants from our 

garden in front of the Branch. This garden is the results of many 
hours of work by Donna Orr and this garden is for the membership 
to enjoy not for restocking their own gardens at home. 

 
 Yours in Comradeship Jim 
 tjgyselinck@aol.com  
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President’s Message Doug Stevens 
Comrades, 
Here we are at the end of a very hot summer and I hope you 

all enjoyed the weather which at times was record breaking. I was 
able to get a few weekends away and enjoy the time with family 
and friends.  

We had the Convention in Edmonton this year and as usual 
there was a big turnout from various Branches.  The meetings went 
on to late in the evenings and a summary will be given at our 
General Meeting to keep you apprised of what was said.  The 
Membership Chairman, Dave Morrison, has been given the 
information regarding membership and you will read it in his 
report. 

Our annual visit to Phelps was again a very enjoyable 
weekend.  Our friends across the border treated us very well and 
we thank them for the kind hospitality.  We had a number of new 
members from our Branch who were initiated to their first visit to 
Phelps.  The weather was good and everyone enjoyed themselves.  
We look forward to hosting our American comrades on August 
18th for dinner at our Branch and I am informed by Betty Haggarty 
that we have 140 for the dinner.  I would like to thank Jim 
Gyselinck for taking the salute for the Branch during the Parade in 
Phelps as I was unable to do so due to a sore knee. 

During the time that I was away from the Branch, Addison 
Currie held down the fort as both the First and Third Vice 
Presidents were also away, he did a good job and I would like to 
say “thank you”.   

The Working Party has been doing an excellent job with 
the maintenance of the Branch both inside and out.  John Zikovitz 
(Ziggy, as we affectionately call him) is recovering from a knee 
operation and during his absence the working party has really 
worked hard.  In this regard I would like to say a special “thank 
you” to both Dave Fowler for the work he has done outside the 
building and to Donna Orr who has done a wonderful job of the 
garden, we have received many compliments from visitors and 
members.  If you would like to join the Working Party see John. 
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We are now into September and we must work hard in 
keeping our Branch functioning in an efficient manner.  All 
committees should work together to make their events successful 
and as members we should try, wherever possible, to volunteer our 
services to help out.  Together we can make our Branch a happy 
and financially secure one. 

See you at the General Meeting. 
 

 Yours in Comradeship, Doug  
 
1stVice President  Jim Gyselinck 
 I personally would like to thank Betty Haggarty for all the 
work she put into making the trip to Phelps and for making all the 
arrangements when our American friends came up to visit us. 

Betty arranged all the hotel accommodations and was the 
one we all went to for any information while we were in Phelps. 

Betty then came home and followed up on the 
arrangements that she started before she went away for our 
American friends to come to the Branch so we could show them as 
much of a good as they gave us when we visit them. Betty along 
with Dorothy Wells, Henk Karelsen, my wife Terri and I decorated 
the banquet hall for a great time with the people from Phelps. Our 
Ladies of the L.A. put on a wonderful meal for us all and we all 
had a great time. 
 The Warriors’ Day Parade was on Saturday August 19/06 
and our Colour Guard proudly lead about 20 of our Branches Blues 
and Greys in the parade and around the arena. I personally could 
not have been prouder to see so many Blues and Greys parade on 
that special day. 
 The summer is almost over and our 3rd Vice President and I 
will be gearing up for the Poppy Campaign. I know we always ask 
for support for the Poppy Campaign but I must again remind you 
all of the promise you made when you joined the Legion and that 
is to support and help out with the Poppy Campaign. Stop leaving 
it to someone else. 
 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
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2ndVice President Addison Currie 
As anticipated the summer has not been very profitable in 

terms of bar revenue, this was anticipated as members flee the city 
whenever possible and of course the new regulations regarding 
smoking which for the most part our members have adjusted with 
the exception of adverse weather conditions where the patio needs 
to provide proper protection when in use.  

One can only hope that everything will revert back to 
normal during the fall and winter routine. There is not much to say 
or add comment on the summer, I took advantage of the weather to 
leave the city and visit various friends and family as I am sure 
many of you did likewise.  The October report will have a little 
more meat to it.  Glad to have all of us back from holiday safe and 
sound, see you at the branch. 
      Yours in comradeship, Addie 
 
3rd Vice President Wayne Powell 

Canada Day has come and gone and so has this summer, 
almost.  I hope everyone had a safe enjoyable time. 

Canada Day at the Branch was not as successful as we had 
hoped.  This was due in part to fewer people in attendance and 
some short sighted planning.  We will definitely try much harder 
for next year. 

The task at hand is to get this year’s Poppy Campaign 
under way.  You do not need any reminding that you pledged to 
actively participate.  We currently need volunteers to canvas the 
businesses in our area to get permission to place counter boxes and 
then to distribute them at the appropriate time.  We also require 
volunteers as drivers, taggers, and to fulfill other necessary duties.  
We need your help!!! 

Here is another item to think about.  Do you have any 
broken gold jewellery tucked away?  Would you consider donating 
it to your Branch?  If we get enough donated, thousands of dollars 
could be raised for the Branch.  We do need the money!   

More about this in the coming months. 
           Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
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Treasurer’s Report  Ron Skopyk 
 
I do hope that everyone has had a safe and happy summer 

which generally was quite enjoyable weather-wise, however, back 
to business. 

 
In prior September Highlander reports, a detailed review of 

our past year’s financial performance was included. I will be 
providing this report next month. This year we have experienced 
some delays in gathering and analyzing some of the data required 
for the consolidation of some financial numbers. We need to 
ensure the completeness and accuracy of the result prior to their 
review by our external auditor. Also, it is necessary that the 
financial report be first presented to the Branch Executive 
Committee for their review, and then presented to the Branch’s 
general body at the next general meeting for their review and 
acceptance. 

 
In lieu of this, I can report on the Branch’s profit and loss 

position as of the end of May, 2006. Our overall financial position 
for the 2005-2006 fiscal year shows a net loss of approximately 
$3k compared to last year’s net loss of about $27k, i.e. an 
improvement of about $24k. 
 

Revenue and  
Expense Items  

($000) 

June 2005 
to 

May 2006 

June 2004 
to 

May 2005 

June 2003 
to 

May 2004 

Branch Revenues 864.0 921.0 954.8 
Branch Expenses 866.9 948.3 924.7 
TOTAL YTD Profit (Loss) (3.0) (27.3) 30.1 

 
As you can see, the Branch faired reasonably well, nearly 

breaking even despite the continuing downward trend in Branch 
revenues. The Branch has managed to curtail their expenses in step 
with declining demand but this will becomes more difficult as time 
goes by.  
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Finally, I am glad to report that the City of Toronto has 
extended its waiver of the Branch’s municipal taxes. This waiver is 
in perpetuity, i.e. as long as the Branch exists. Many thanks go out 
to Comrade Dave Adamson who headed up the committee which 
represented all Branches in the Toronto area. 

           Yours in Comradeship, Ron 
 

Chaplain's Report Don E. Wilson 
 
Charles Black (1934-2006) 
Charles had been a member of Branch 258 since 1999. 
Clarence W. Udell (1921-2006) 
Clarence was a member of the CARMY in WW11 and had 
been a member of Branch 258 since 1982. 
Albert Morgan (1923-2006) 
Albert was a member of the RASC in WW11 and had been a 
member of Branch 258 since 1982. 
Edward Nixon (1922-2006) 
Edward was a member of the RCN in WW11 and had been a 
member of Branch 258 since 1982. 
Bruce Herrington (1928-2006) 
Bruce had been a member of Branch 258 since 1994. 
Carolyn Fenn (1936-2006) 
Carolyn had been a member of Branch 258 since 1984. 
Margaret McPhail  (2006) 
Margaret had been a Life member of L.A. Branch 258 since 
1965. 
Marie Baillie  (2006) 
Marie had been a member of L.A. Branch 258 since 1998. 
 
 
They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, Nor the years condemn;  
At the going down of the sun, And in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them 
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Home Len Bradford, Danny Brown 
7 Oaks Margaret Carnell 
Centenary Marie Buss 
Ellesmere Rd. 
Alexis Lodge 

May O’Brien 

Tony Stacey 
Institute 

Maurice Harney, Arthur Lawley, David Lea, 
John MacIndoe, Dorothy Roach, Gertrude May, 
Larry McArdle, Blair Parsons, George Penfold, 
Edith Robinson, Alexander Rokinicki, 
Anthony Shepard, Victor Truman, Frank Kane, 
Albert Wade, Arthur Waghorn, Irene Wessels, 
 James Cooley, Merlin Elder, Catherine Hilge, 
Douglas Hallman, Mary Hallman, Gwen Garner 

 
Respectively Submitted – In Comradeship, Don  

        donwilson@rogers.com 
 
Track and Field Report           John Zikovitz 

 
The Summer Outdoor Track Meet that was held at York 

University on June 17/06 was a great event for athletes that will 
move on to events held at later dates. Steve Morgan will be 
looking after Track and Field.     
               Yours in Comradeship, John 
 
Fire Coordinator Report           John Zikovitz 

 
The monthly inspections of the fire extinguishers and all 

emergency lighting are complete and all are in proper working 
order. The fire alarm panel light is green which mean the system is 
working correctly. Durham Fire Protection System preformed the 
six month inspection of the kitchen system and everything tested 
okay. The Fire Protection System over the ovens and deep fryer in 
the kitchen are okay.   
   Yours in Comradeship, John  
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House Chairman Report         John Zikovitz 
 

Summer for the Work Party has been a busy one to say the least.  I 
would like to take the opportunity to thank all of Work Party crew 
and additional members in the preparation of Canada Day and the 
normal grounds keeping and maintenance throughout the summer 
months.  As the late Joe McQuade would say "we are a happy band 
of brothers" and it is the same today as a year ago. 
  For those of you who are new to the branch our branch, 
your branch runs on volunteers, without them costs for the physical 
upkeep would be rather steep.  It’s a labour of love and personal 
satisfaction that feeds the Work Party, if there is any glory in it I 
have yet to see it in all my years kicking around here.  Welcome 
back and roll on the fall. 
       

  Yours in Comradeship, John 
 

Ass’t House Chairman Report          David Fowler 
 

We are getting the grounds back in shape.  The grass has 
been cut and the hill at Lawson Road has been cut. 

The large tree that blew down during the storm has been 
cut up and moved.  The other trees on the property have been 
trimmed.  The next big job we have to do is put a new ramp for 
wheelchairs at the front door.  This should be done soon. 

Hope John will be back soon from his surgery.  We all wish 
him well. 
                   Yours in Comradeship, David 
 
Membership Report      David Morrison  

 
As per the 41st Dominion Convention of the Royal 

Canadian Legion (June 2006) held in Calgary, Alberta and in 
particular Resolutions section 61 that states all Affiliate Non 
Voting Members under section 209 of the General By-Laws be 
given all rights and privileges as Affiliate Voting Members. 
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All Branch members who are currently Affiliate Non 
Voting Members will be effective immediately considered 
Affiliate Voting Members and thus accorded the same rights as 
current Affiliated Voting Members as per our Dominion and 
Branch By-Laws. 

Various items have surfaced through the Dominion 
Convention held in Calgary in June of this year.  The major items 
are the status that will see all Affiliate Members as Voting 
Members.  The second is the almost $5 increase in the Per Capita 
to Dominion Command.  Comrades this hurts in a big way.  Last 
year Dominion awarded all RCL Branches just under a $3 increase 
which resulted in a revenue loss to the branch of approx $5100, if 
my math is correct we will suffer $7500 with this dilly (based on 
1500 members).  

Needless to say there is going to be an increase in 
Membership dues, we cannot avoid this, last year I did my utmost 
to circumvent the situation and make it as painless as possible, 
however we must bite the bullet on this one.  

I am pleased to announce again that Comrades Pat Relf and 
Ian Pierson will complete the Membership Committee and of 
course Jim Gyselinck will throw his hat in when needed.  Several 
other members have offered their assistance and I will take 
advantage of their generous offer.  

The Membership Board will be re-vamped to reflect the 
status change and to remove and replace name plates.  This will 
happen in September.  I am still trying to get a grip on transfers in 
and out.  Ottawa still has problems with their data base and 
software. 
  
As per Ottawa our membership stands:  Dominion July 25/06  
 
 Life Members                             28 
 Ordinary                                   412 
 Associates                                808 
 Affiliate Voting                        181    (includes Non Affiliate) 
 Affiliate Life                                1 
 Total members as per             1430 
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NORMAL MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR THE YEAR 2007 ARE 
$60 PER MEMBER 
  
NEW MEMBERS DUES ARE $75 on joining 
EARLY BIRD CAMPAIGN WILL BE CONDUCTED FROM  
1 SEPTEMBER TO 30 NOVEMBER 2006 IS AS FOLLOWS: 
   
WWII and KOREA Veterans                                     $30 
 Members 65 years old and up                                    $45 
 Members 19 years old to 64                                       $50 
 Tony Stacey and Retirement Housing                       $30 
             

Yours in Comradeship, David 
 
Service Officer’s Report              Les Goodwin  
 

The VAC representative John Lingenfelter, will resume his 
monthly visits to our Branch on September 14th , and will continue 
through the year until June 14th  2007, interviews commence at 
2:00 pm until 3:pm or until all interviews have been completed. No 
appointment is required, first come first served. Bring any required 
documents with you. 

 
In this the 80th year of this great organization we held our 

41st semi-annual Dominion Convention in Calgary Alberta 
between 25th and 28th of June.  

 
The following are some of the resolutions that may be of 

some interest to you; these were put forward by the various 
Provincial Commands, and approved for further action by your 
Dominion Executive Council. 

 
• That Dominion Command petition the government of 

Canada to recognize all veterans as Peacekeepers and 
Peacemakers by declaring 9th August as a special 
“Peacekeeping Day”. ( Proposed by B.C/Yukon, Quebec) 
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• That Dominion Command submits a proposal to the 
Ministry of Revenue to consider a graduated personal tax 
exemption for RCL volunteers, in the same manner that 
the province of Nova Scotia is considering for its 
Volunteer Firemen.  (proposed by New Brunswick)     

• That the Royal Canadian Legion proposes to the Federal 
government, to eliminate the GST on meals served by the 
RCL and/or any veteran’s organization. (proposed by 
Ontario)  

• Those government regulations are amended to afford 
veterans and their dependant’s priority access to health 
care in Canada, as it does to RCMP, Canada’s Armed 
Forces, and Prisoners in Federal custody. (Proposed by 
VSS)  

• That VAC change its policy and introduce a full refund to 
clients for taxi fare incurred when seeking medical 
treatment or diagnosis at doctors, hospitals or health care 
facilities, instead of VAC policy of deducting $5;00 from 
each fare.  (Proposed by VSS, and Quebec) 

• That the Federal government be requested to reinstate as 
veterans under the department of VAC, all allied veterans 
who are Canadian citizens, have resided in Canada for at 
least ten years, and have proof of having served in the 
armed forces of an ally in WW II, under the same terms of 
eligibility in the Long Term Care Programme; and Be It 
Further Resolved that such veterans be accorded the same 
benefits offered to Canadian Veterans in times of need  
(Proposed by BC/Yukon, and NFLD/LAB) 

• That all Branches be encouraged to place a high priority 
on the role of their Service Officers in seeking out 
Veterans in need, and assisting them in pursuing benefits 
from VAC, some of those most in need may be 
overlooked due to lack of information, or are reluctant to 
ask for assistance. (Proposed by MAN/NW ONT.) 

• That Veterans Affairs Canada increases their staff level to 
meet the needs of our Veterans, and other VAC clients 
and their families. (Proposed by NS/NUN)   
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• That the RCL protest to the Federal Government, that the 
original Canadian citizenship considered to have been 
granted to those offspring born abroad, shall stand as valid 
and be so recognized by the Government of Canada, with 
apologies being rendered to those veterans offended, and 
with remuneration of all costs incurred due to this policy. 
(Proposed by ONT) 

Please remember comrades that the above are all 
recommendations to be put forward to the legislature and are not in 
place at this time, but it does show that some of the cash that we 
submit to Dominion Command as Per Capita Tax will be used to 
improve veteran’s benefits. 

I will bring more of the above to you in future reports as 
space permits. A copy of all of the resolutions put forward at this 
convention will be made available to you through the Branch 
Library. 

 Yours in Comradeship, Les 
 

Sgt-at-Arms Report    Frank Freeman 
 
Up and Coming Parades 

Pine Hills, Sept. 10th, Support our Troops, come out and 
support our veterans and your Legion Branch 258.  Come out and 
parade for those who cannot parade anymore.  There will be 
transportation provided. 

Battle of Britain parade (Legion Village) Sept. 17th, Form 
up 13:00 hrs. (1:00pm), Move off 13:30 hrs. (1:30pm).   

Times and places will be posted on the bulletin board in the 
Legion for both parades. 
 

Summer Dress is short sleeve shirt with legion crest  or 
long sleeve shirt rolled 2” fold just above the elbow, shoulder 
boards with legion #258, ribbons over the left pocket of shirt, name 
plate on right side of shirt, legion tie, beret, trousers (grey), black 
shoes or boots, grey skirt or slacks for the ladies with dark grey 
hose. NO WHITE GLOVES.      
     Yours in Comradeship, Frank 
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A year ago my dear friend Joe McQuade died and the last time I 
saw him, he asked me to print this poem in the Highlander for him 
and I never got that chance to fulfill his wishes until now. 
 
Why do you still march old man? 
With medals on your chest, 
Why do you still grieve Old man? 
For those friends you laid to rest, 
 
Why do your eyes gleam old man? 
When you hear those bugles blow, 
Tell me why you cry old man 
For those days so long ago. 
 
I'll tell you why I march young man 
With my medals on my chest. 
And I'll tell you why I grieve young man  
For those I laid to rest.  
 
Through misty fields of gossamer silk 
Come visions of distant times 
When those boys of tender age 
Marched forth to distant climes. 
 
We buried them in a blanket shroud 
Their young flesh scorched and blackened. 
A communal grave newly gouged 
In blood-stained gorse and bracken. 
 
And you ask me why I marched young man 
I marched to remind you all 
That but for those apple blossom youths 
You would never have known freedom at all. II 

    
We miss you Joe.   
    Yours in Comradeship, Jim & Terri 
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LEGION WEEK 
     SEPTEMBER 17th to 23rd, 2006 
   Invite your friends, co-workers & neighbours to  

our open activities  
We thank you for your support 

 

Sunday, 
Sept.17th 

1:00pm- Battle Of Britain Parade  
3:00pm -Pub Sunday Entertainment in the Main 
Lounge 

Monday, 
Sept. 18th 

 
7:30pm  - Open Euchre in the Main Lounge $3:00 
 

Tuesday, 
Sept.19th 

 
7:00pm  -L.A. Bingo in (Banquet Hall) 
7:30pm. -Open cribbage in (Main Lounge)  
8:00pm. -Open Darts in (Sports Room) $3:00 
 

Wednesday 
Sept.20th 

 
1 to 4pm -Seniors Afternoon Entertainment  
8:00pm.  -Mixed Darts in (Sports Room) $3:00 
 

Thursday, 
Sept. 21st   

 
9:00pm. -Special Karaoke in (Main Lounge)  
8:00pm. -Open Snooker in (Sports Room) $3:00 
 

Friday,  
Sept. 22nd 

 
T.B.A. 

Saturday,  
Sept. 23rd 

 
3:00pm - Meat Roll 
 
 

               
Yours in Comradeship, Pat Freeman  

      Legion Week Chair 
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Canada Day horseshoe champions Don and Greg  
along with Bob Seguin presenting the trophy 
 

 
 
Canada Day horseshoe 3rd place champions Ray and Bob. 
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   September 2006 
       

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
    

 
 
 

  1 
Grant 
Smead 
 

2 
Grant 
Smead 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Seniors Exec
1330 hrs 

6 
 

7 
LA Exec 
1900 hrs   
 
 

8 
Bill Dunn 

9 
Bill Dunn 
 
 
 

10 
Pine Hills 
Parade 
 
Pub Sunday 
Soulmates 

11 
General 
Meeting 
2000hrs 
 

12 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

13 
Scarboro 
Vets 
Meeting 
1400pm 

14 
VAC 1400hrs
Scarboro 
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 
 

15 
Gary 
Hooper 

16 
TBA 

17 
Battle of 
Britain  
Parade 
 
Legion 
 Week 
 
Pub Sunday 
Gary Peters 
 

18 
Legion 
 Week 

19 
Legion 
 Week 

20 
Legion 
 Week  
 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

21 
Legion 
 Week  
 
LA General 
Meeting  
1930 hrs  
Board Mgnt 
2000hrs 
 

22 
Legion 
 Week  
 
TBA 

23 
Legion 
 Week  
 
L.A. 
Western 
Night 
 
Paul Evans 

24 
Honours & 
Awards 
 
Korea Vets 
Meeting 
1300hrs 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Branch Exec 
1930hrs 
 

29 
Ron 
Whitmore 

30 
Ron 
Whitmore 

   Regular Weekly Activities 
 
  
 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
Nights 

LA Bingo 
7pm 
 
Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 
Membership
1930hr 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
 

Branch  
Work Party 
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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       October 2006 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
1 2 3 

Seniors Exec
1330 hrs 

4 
 

5 
LA Exec 
2000hrs 
 

6 
Bill Van 
Huyse 

7 
Bill Van 
Huyse 
 
 

8 
Pub Sunday 
Soulmates 

9 
General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
Elections 

10 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330pm 

11 
Scarboro 
Vets 
Meeting 
1400hrs 

12 
VAC 1400hrs
 
Scarboro 
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 
 

13 
John 
Sigvaldason 

14 
John 
Sigvaldason 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

19 
LA General 
Meeting 
1930hrs 
Board Mgnt 
2000hrs 
 

20 
Ron 
Whitmore 

21 
Ron 
Whitmore 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
Branch Exec 
1930hrs 
 
 

27 
Marlene 
Dunn 

28 
Marlene 
Dunn 

29 
Pub Sunday 
Allan James 
 
Korea Vets 
Meeting 
1300hrs 
 
 

30 
 

31 
 
 
 

    

        Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
Nights 

LA Bingo 
7pm 
 
 
Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 
Membership
1930hr 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
 

Branch  
Work Party 
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 



The Highlander 18 September 2006 

 
Volunteer Battalion of Incorporated Militia of Upper Canada 
Canada Day 2006 

 
See Page 26 for the full story of the IMUC. 
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Colour Guard Report           Bill Kinnaird 

 
The summer has proven to be a very productive one in 

terms of the Colour Guard season.  From Canada Day to Phelps we 
have had a colourful and enjoyable time given the fact that some of 
the parades were conducted in extreme hot weather.  At Phelps the 
Guard walked away with the Best Colour Guard (International) 
trophy, the good people of the great State of New York were truly 
awed by our dress, deportment and drill.   

 
At Orillia during the Scottish Festival the local population 

were awed by the Men in Kilts and we narrowly missed the top 
award there.  Rumour has it that the good judges felt that the 
trophy should go to eunuchs, thus your Guard was eliminated.  

 
By the time this report goes to print Warriors Day at the 

CNE will have gone by and I can tell you without a doubt that your 
Guard will have represented the branch to our fullest.  We are very 
proud to represent the branch in any venue.  I would like to thank 
those members of the branch who take time to attend the various 
parades and offer their support while we parade, it means a lot.  

 
We are almost to the end of introducing members of the 

Guard to the branch.  Staff Sergeant Al French has proven over the 
years to be a dedicated individual whose organization abilities 
have enhanced our profile. Al's efforts are always energized and 
highly appreciated.  

 
In closing I am very proud to be a Guardsman and equally 

proud to be its Chairman.  Words cannot describe what it is like to 
be a member of this select group.   

 Yours in Comradeship, Bill 
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Living History                   Al Armstrong 
 
DESECRATION OF OUR NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL  
A VETERAN AND LEGION MEMBER'S VIEWPOINT 
 

The recent incident of young men urinating on Canada's 
National War Memorial caused me not only to be outrage but to 
ponder what sort of punishment should be considered once the 
culprits have been found out. 

If it was left up to me, a Fine or a slap on the wrist would 
not even enter my mind. 

I would recommend they be subject to "Guard House 
Punishment”. Under the stern eye of a RSM or Military Policeman, 
those found to be guilty of this despicable act marched on the 
double to the Cenotaph they desecrated, issued a toothbrush, a pail 
of "cold" water (no cleanser) and made to scrub the grounds until 
clean to the satisfaction of the person in charge. No excuses 
accepted. 

To my mind, the majority of our younger generation of 
Canadians are good citizens and respectful of our Veterans and the 
part they played in Canada's history. It only takes a couple idiots to 
blur this image and they should be punished accordingly. 

Al Armstrong 
WW2 Veteran and member  
Branch 258 Royal Canadian Legion 
 

Senior’s Association Report       Rhea Martin 
 
I hope everybody enjoyed the summer.  We sure can’t 

complain about not having enough sun or heat. 
We have a busy autumn to look forward to, starting Sept. 

12th, which is our general meeting at 1:30pm.  
Our functions are  Sept. 25th  Rama  $5.00/each 
   Oct. 12th Oktoberfest $79.00/each 
   Oct. 15th Fall Dance $12.50/each 
   Nov. 24-26th Erie Pa. Shopping Trip 
   Dec. 10th Christmas Dance 
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We trust our seniors will support these functions as your 
executive has put in a lot of time and work to put some extra 
enjoyment into your routines. 

Also others are welcome to join the seniors at all our 
functions.  Please call me or speak to me when I’m at the branch. 
      Yours in Comradeship, Rhea  
 
 Honours & Awards/Convention/           David Adamson 
Tax Exemption  

President Doug Stevens has asked that I chair this year's 
Honours and Awards and to take on the duties of Immediate Past 
President. I have agreed to do this and would like to thank Larry 
Walker for the work he did and for the information he passed on to 
me. 

 
Honours & Awards

This years Honours and Awards (both branch and L.A.) 
presentations will be held on Sunday. September 24.2006 at 1:00 
p.m. in the Banquet Hall. Letters of invitation will be sent to all 
those who will be recognized for years of-completed service for 
pins, and for awards. As well, if you missed for example your 5 or 
10-year pin, you cannot retroactively go back and claim it. You 
have to wait until the next 5-year period and request that year of 
service pin. If there are any questions or concerns on this matter, 
please feel free to contact me. 

 
Convention 

The Legion Dominion Convention was held this year in 
Calgary from June 24 - 28, 2006. There were a number of points 
of interest discussed and I thought I would share a few with you. I 
am sure the executive members that attended on behalf of the 
branch will provide more details in their reports. 

I am pleased to report that Jack Frost from Ontario is now 
our Legion Dominion President for the next 2 years. In addition, 
past Ontario Command Presidents John Alger and Ed Kish were 
elected to the positions as Dominion Vice-Presidents. 
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A lengthy discussion ensued over the Ways and Means 
Report that addressed membership decline, program priorities and 
the need for a per capita increase. At the end of the day, the 
membership voted that the Dominion per capital be increased by 
$4.50 in 2007. Another important motion pertaining to 
Membership was introduced and passed as it related to Affiliate 
non-voting members. Any current member who is a Canadian 
Citizen or Commonwealth subject holding membership as Affiliate 
non-voting member is given all rights and privileges as an Affiliate 
voting member. In other words, the 24 month waiting period that 
had been in place is now waived for these members. 

 
Tax Exemption 

As most of you may know, the 100% property tax 
exemption that we have enjoyed for the past few years was due to 
expire at the end of this year, 2006. I had the honour of chairing a 
number of meetings in dealing with this matter and in preparing for 
the presentation before the Policy and Finance Committee. It was 
our intention from day one to attain the 100% property tax 
exemption in perpetuity beyond 2006, and with the assistance and 
support from Councillor Frances Nunziata this became a reality. 

 
Approximately 40 Legion and Veteran Club members were 

in attendance when the submission was made on Tuesday, June 20, 
2006. It is with great pleasure and pride that I report that Toronto 
City Council approved the motion put forth by Councillor 
Nunziata that reads as follows: "Council approve the continuation 
of the 100 percent property tax rebate program for eligible 
Veterans' Clubhouses and Legion Halls for the taxation years 2007 
and beyond"  

 
With this approval, it will now relieve the Legion and 

Veteran Clubhouses of future financial concerns and better able 
them to plan and prepare their financial long term goals. Great 
news, eh! All we have to do now is support our branches. All the 
best. 

Yours in Comradeship, David 
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Entertainment            Irene Stevens 
 

Comrades, 
Hope you all enjoyed your summer vacations.  I certainly 

enjoyed the break. 
 
Our lunches will commence in September every 

Wednesday and Fridays, and we look forward to your support.  If 
you would like to volunteer your services on either day please call 
me.  During the months of January to April 2006 we served 1679 
meals and gave the Branch after expenses $2,544. Thank you for 
your support. 

 
Pub Sundays are certainly doing well and members are 

enjoying bringing their friends and families to participate in an 
afternoon of dancing and entertainment.  I will report in detail in 
my next report.  Some months we find it necessary to have back-
to-back Pub Sundays because there may be a Branch function on 
the Pub Sunday and we try to have two Pub Sundays a month.  
Members enjoy this event and we like to work for your enjoyment 
and bring revenue to the Branch. 

 
Karaoke is doing well; John Fitzgerald certainly brings in 

the crowd. In this regard, I would like to say a special “thank you” 
to all the DJ’s who play at our Branch for acknowledging our new 
fees.  It was voted at one of the General Meetings that we would 
cut the price by $50.00 and all of them accepted as they agreed that 
it was to support the Branch. 

 
We will try and bring new themes to the dances to keep you 

interested. 
Your continued support is much appreciated. 
 
Just a quote:  Everything right is not always popular 
                     Everything popular is not always right. 
 
             Yours in Comradeship, Irene 
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Scarborough Vets Report                            Dalton Moore 
 
Everyone seems to start with how "hot" it has been this 

summer, so why should I be different; yeah it was indeed hot, but 
now that we are running into our fall season, we can start to worry 
about snow tires. 

Now that I have your attention, Len Bradford seems to be 
progressing well, and if sheer determination can do the trick, Len 
will be putting his two cents in for a long time yet. For those who 
have not yet heard, our Membership Chairman Herb Forfar has had 
a triple bypass; and is getting back to his old self at the time of this 
report. 

Did you miss Don's BBQ on Aug. 9th? Unfortunately, so 
did I; although I had planned to attend, a last minute family 
commitment had precedence. For those that did attend, I am sure 
you had a pleasant afternoon with Don and his good wife. 

A reminder to all the people who attend the Scarborough 
Vets annual Xmas Dinner/Dance, this year, due to availability, our 
Xmas Turkey Dinner and Dance will take place on Friday Nov. 
17th. Tickets will be $15.00 per person. Tickets will be available at 
the Scarborough Vets meeting on Wednesday September 13th. 
Non members may purchase tickets from one of the ticket sellers 
following this date. I would like to once more remind one and all, 
that a limited number of tickets will be available, so to avoid 
disappointment, purchase your ticket early; once they are all sold 
that's it period! 
                      Yours in comradeship, Dalton  
 
Sick Convenor                      Pierrette Emerson 

 
Ladies, we lost two more Comrades in July, Marie Baillie 

and Margaret McPhail. I would like to express my deepest 
condolences to both families. Marie Baillie was an L.A. member 
since 1998 and Margaret McPhail since 1965 and had a Life 
membership. 
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We have one lady on the sick list, Marie Buss, she is at 
Centenary Hospital with a broken her hip. 

Please let me know if anyone is ill, at home or in the 
hospital. Enjoy the rest of the summer and keep well everyone. 

   Yours in Comradeship, Pierrette 
 

L.A. President                              Nancy Clark 
 
I hope everyone had a great summer. The ladies were kept 

very busy over the summer. We had weddings, birthday parties, 
anniversaries, July 1st and Phelps just to name a few of the 
activities.  We continued the Tuesday night bingo’s, participated in 
sports events, MLV and Sunnybrooke bingo and sandwiches every 
Saturday.  I would like to specially thank Sandy, Pat, Donna, 
Jackie and all the others who pulled together to ensure the bingo 
continued after Marie Buss fell and broke her hip. 

 
Unfortunately we lost two of our ladies over the summer. 
Marie Bailey was a member since 1998 and Margaret 

McPhail was a member since 1965 and was a life member. We will 
be draping the charter for them at the September general meeting, 
they will be missed.  

 
Everything is back in full swing, with our regular general 

meeting being held on the 3rd Thursday of each month, so please 
come out and join us. 

Dates to Remember 
September 7th   L.A. Executive Meeting 
September 10th  Pine Hills Parade 
September 10-13th       L.A. Convention 
September 21st  L.A. General Meeting 
September 23rd  L.A. Western Night 
September 24th  Honours & Awards 
September 29th  Tony Stacy Centre Bingo (7:00) 

 
                      Yours in Comradeship, Nancy 
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Volunteer Battalion of Incorporated Militia of Upper Canada 
 

The Volunteer Battalion of Incorporated Militia of Upper 
Canada was ordered raised by the Parliament of Upper Canada in 
1813.  It performed with such distinction in the Niagara campaign 
of 1814 that it was awarded the battle honour Niagara, which 
appears as part of the cipher on its colours, which is laid up in 
the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa.  

 
The current re-enactment unit has existed for more than 25 

years and tries to faithfully demonstrate the appearance and tactics 
of the original batt'n.  It has been seen repeatedly at annual historic 
engagements across Ontario, as well as Sackets Harbour, NY; 
Baltimore, MD; Ft Wayne, Ind; and even Waterloo, Belgium.  

 
The colours which it proudly carries replicate the originals.  

They were presented a few years ago in a parade at Fort York by 
the British military attaché representing the historic General 
Provost.  The padre of the 7th Toronto Arty dedicated them.  The 
batt'n carries them in commemoration of some of the earliest 
Canadian defenders/veterans against a determined American 
invasion from the south, on ground in Upper Canada where the 
fighting actually occurred.  The Americans did bloodily take York 
(Toronto) in 1813 and again briefly in 1815. 

  
But there is much more to the story/history than that.  And 

it has been gratifying that in the Year of the Veteran 2005 the Vets 
of the War of 1812 were officially recognized.  

 
IMUC has been extremely pleased to have been invited for 

some years now to participate in RCL Branch 258's Canada Day 
celebrations.   

         Yours in Comradeship, Doug Jones,  
     Col Sgt IMUC.       
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THE QUEEN'S OWN 
RIFLES OF CANADA 

ASSOCIATION 
Toronto Branch  

& 
 

 
 

              OCTOBER 21 -22 2006 
 

Visit Canadian War Museum 
 
Ottawa has been described as one of the most beautiful capitals in 
the world, known for its attributes of a major centre for the visual 
and performing arts, as well as other big city attractions like the 
Canadian War Museum, which is a major national museum of 
military history, covering Canada’s military past from earliest 
times to the present day. Located on the shores of the Ottawa 
River, a few minutes west of Parliament Hill, the newly built 
Museum is now sure to become one of the National Capital’s 
landmarks and one of Canada’s most significant cultural museums.  
 
The National War Memorial has been designed to commemorate 
Canadians who died in World War I & II now honours all of 
Canada's war dead. Ottawa maintains the accessibility, atmosphere 
and charm of a smaller city.  
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Our tour includes: 
• Motor Coach Transportation 
• 1 Night accommodation at the 

Embassy Hotel & Suites Hotel 
• Breakfast           
• Evening meal at Tuckers 

Marketplace 
• Evening reception with local Royal 

Canadian Legion 
• War Museum – ( Saturday 

Afternoon, Sunday Morning )  
• Tour Ottawa 
• Luggage handling & Taxes.  

 
COST:  QUAD     $175.00                        TRIPLE $180.00     

DOUBLE$195.00                        SINGLE $240.00 
 
 Events 

• Leave from Royal Canadian Legion (Highland Creek) 
Branch 258  45 Lawson Road, West Hill, Ont.  (Kingston 
Road & Lawson Road)  

• Date : Saturday October 21, 2006 
• Time: 8:00 am > Travel time approx. 5 hours. 
• Pick-up and drop-off points for bus will be on route via 

Hwy 401 – Hwy 416 to Ottawa. 
• When booking please indicate type of accommodations and 

specify pick-up and drop-off point on Hwy 401 e.g. 
Napanee, Kingston. 

• Return from Ottawa Sunday October 22, 2006  > 3:00 pm 
 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brian Budden (905) 567-4975   Email  :  brianbudden@rogers.com 
Dave Lavery (905) 831-7966    Email  :  dlaver@torontohydro.com 
Mary Keates (416) 532-8892    Email  :  rcl344@on.aibn.com 
Make Cheque or Money Order payable to The Queen’s Own 
Rifles Of Canada Association 



The Highlander 29 September 2006 

 
 
 

STILTON & WALNUT SHORTBREADS 
 
These shortbreads pair perfectly with a glass of port. 
 
1 cup   flour 
1/3 cup   butter 
1 Tbsp.  sugar 
pinch   of salt 
pinch   freshly grated nutmeg 
pinch   cayenne pepper 
4 oz.   Stilton cheese, crumbled 
¼ cup   walnuts, finely chopped 
24   walnut halves 
¼ cup   port jelly 
 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.  Place the flour, butter, sugar, 
salt, nutmeg and cayenne pepper together in a food processor and 
pulse to combine.  Add the Stilton cheese and chopped walnuts and 
pulse until the dough is crumbly and just holds together when 
pinched between two fingers. 
 
Turn dough onto a piece of baking parchment.  Gather into a ball, 
flatten into a disc and place a second piece of parchment on top.  
Roll the dough until ¼” thick.  Cut into cookies with a 2-inch 
round cookie cutter.  Line a backing sheet with baking parchment 
and place each cookie one inch apart.  Gently press a walnut half 
on the top of each cookie.  Gather up any scraps and roll out the 
dough again.  Use another cookie sheet if necessary. 
 
Bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until just set, not browned.  Remove 
from the oven and cool the cookies slightly before spooning a little 
drop of port jelly on top to serve.  Enjoy. 
 

Yours in Comradeship, Terri 
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Change of Member Information  
 
Full Name:............................................................................ 
 
Membership Number: ........................................................ 
 
Change Address ____  Will pickup Highlander____ 
 
Address:  ............................................................................ 
 
City:     ...................................  Prov: ............................. 
 
Postal Code: ...............................  Tel.# .......................... 

I consent ____ I do not consent ____ to my name being 
provided for the Member Benefits Package Program 
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