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Editorial Lynda Richmond 
 
I wish a Happy New Year to Everybody. Hope that some of you 
have visited the Highlander on the web. I am doing the best job 
possible please be patient if you think I am doing something 
wrong. Put a signed note in my slot and I will attempt to resolve 
the problem. Thank you for the many who are sending me their 
reports by e-mail in a word document this helps tremendously. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship Lynda 
 highlander@rcl258.com 
 
 
President’s Message Doug Stevens 
 
I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of my wife, Irene 
and myself to wish you and your families a Happy New Year filled 
with happiness and good health. We have certainly lost and miss 
all our comrades who passed away in the Year of 2005 and we will 
always remember them for their hard work and contribution to our 
Legion  
 
Due to an oversight in my December report I neglected to 
acknowledge the Toronto EMS colour party's attendance on 
Remembrance Day. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the Toronto EMS for their contribution to the service and for their 
attendance at branch 258 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Doug 
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1st Vice President  Phil Richmond 
 
Comrades, I would like to take this one last opportunity in 2005 to 
thank all of our many committees and volunteers for their untiring 
and devoted work to branch 258. 
Without you and your efforts we as a branch could not survive. 
I would like to mention the fine job the ways and means committee 
did on breakfast with Santa, and to Santa for taking the time out of 
his busy schedule to come and visit with the children and adults. 
Also to our President Doug Stevens and his lovely wife Irene who 
put on a Christmas Eve afternoon for our members it was great. 
Wishing you all the best in 2006 
 
 Yours in comradeship, Phil 
 
 
2nd Vice President Addison Currie 
 
Well folks another year has gone by, I do not about the rest of you, 
but they seem to be zipping along faster than ever these days. I 
hope that everyone had a remarkable Christmas and New Year 
surrounded by family and friends. This report will be a tad short, 
however longer than my December report, which I did write and 
had thought that it was submitted. 
I hope that all of us can envision a brighter year within the branch 
for 2006, we have such a wonderful and colourful group of 
members and collectively we can strive to rebuild the spirit of 258 
to a level not seen for a long time. Everything seems to turn into an 
uphill battle with only a handful of volunteers doing double or 
triple tasking. Many of our sturdy volunteers are ageing and or 
worse burning out or having their personal interest wane. Simply 
said we need more active members to carry on the traditions built 
by the dedicated. Our common bond is membership in an 
organization that is second to none. Please take the extra step and 
look at what you can do. 
 
 In Comradeship, Addie 
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3rd Vice President Les Goodwin 
2005 Poppy Campaign,     Comrades this was a campaign that 
broke all previous records, as it should, given the wide publicity 
we received from the news media and Television commercials. 
Last year our campaign yielded about $42, 700, 00 and we thought 
that was a good year, this year we improved on that figure by 25%, 
which puts our fund in a very healthy position.  
Our success this year was due to three main factors. The first of 
course was the wide publicity that we were given by the News 
media, the Government of Canada, as well as the Veterans Affairs 
initiative “The Year of the Veteran” which was well supported by 
the Royal Canadian Legion. This prepared the public to give 
generously to their heroes, and also gave them an opportunity to 
say “Thank You”.  
The second factor was the large number of our membership who 
volunteered to do their two hour stint on the streets tagging, whilst 
this was not a maximum effort it was a significant increase over 
previous years, and was a most encouraging act which maintained 
its strong momentum throughout the campaign, our ageing 
veterans were also very prominent this year with some even 
coming from the Tony Stacey Center to add their support. About 
55% of our income our taggers collected this year, with 45% 
coming from counter boxes 
The third factor was the participation of the Tim Hortons and a 
MacDonald restaurant, which was a new experience this year, and 
one we hope will be ongoing for many years to come. Here we 
were able to seat a veteran inside at a table, this allowed veterans 
who had previously found it difficult to tag outside for a two hour 
period, to do their turn in comfort and in a warm setting, and also 
being able to chat with the public as they were making their 
donation. We were also allowed to tag longer here, instead of the 
usual three days we were given thirteen days at Tim Hortons and a 
full week at MacDonalds. We thank the Poppy Committee of 
Dominion Command for engineering this initiative. 
Thanks to all volunteers who made this years campaign, the huge 
success that it was. 
 In Comradeship, Les 
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Treasurer’s Report  Ron Skopyk 
 
Our financial position for the first 5 months of our fiscal year 
shows a net loss of approximately $10k. Note that this is still a $6k 
improvement over the same period last year. 
 

Revenue and Expense 
Items ($000) 

June – 
Oct 
2005 

June –
Oct 
2004 

Increase 
or 

(Decrease) 
Branch Revenues 333.9 351.9 (18.0) 

Branch Expenses 343.7 368.0 (24.3) 

TOTAL Profit (Loss) (9.8) (16.1) 6.3 
 
The decrease in Branch revenues of approx. $18k again is mostly 
attributable to declining bar sales. In fact, bar revenues declined a 
further $7k from last month’s report. On a positive side, this $7k 
reduction was virtually offset by a $7k increase in our catering 
sales versus last month. The decrease in Branch expenses is mostly 
due to the reduction in bar purchases ($15k) because of declining 
demand, and a couple of items having been incurred last year but 
not in this year’s statements e.g. new stoves ($6k) and convention 
costs (5k). 
 
Bank balances (as of November 24/05): 
 
General Account: $34,941 Nevada: $3,744 
Charitable Account: $4,256 Building: $10,280 
 
 
 In comradeship, Ron 
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Fire Coordinator Report John Zikovitz 
 
Monthly inspection of all fire extinguishers, fire alarms and 
emergency lightly has been satisfactory and completed.  A 
reminder again, that the passageways to the exits are not storage 
places and they shall be kept clear.  Thank you. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, John 
 
House Report John Zikovitz 
 
In the last two years the house committee is finding garbage 
dumped on our property.  We have been picking it up and placing 
it in our garbage bins. Now we have found fifteen car and truck 
tires, and we can’t put them in a bin because of new by-laws.  Also 
we had a light pole knocked down. I would like to suggest if 
anyone knows or see anything please call the branch after hours 
and leave a message. Your name is not necessary, and we will try 
to save the branch from unnecessary cost and repairs. 
 

Yours in Comradeship, John 
 
Chaplain's Report Don E. Wilson 
 
John Hansberger   Home 
Jack Fortnum    Home 
Dari V Dell    Scarborough general 
Our deepest condolences to comrade John Zikovitz on the loss of 
his mother 
 Respectively Submitted – In Comradeship, Don  
 chaplain@rcl258.com 
 
Track and Field Report John Zikovitz 
 
A winter indoor meet will be held at York University Feb/06 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, John 
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Membership Report David Morrison 
 
Welcome to 2006, I truly hope that we move into the New Year 
bursting with vim and vigor for all Branch activities. As the 
Membership Chairman I have the opportunity to converse with so 
many of our members about many aspects of Branch life. The one 
thing that I have learned since joining is that we have such a 
wonderful and diverse group of people within our Legion family. 
No matter which way the wind blows in a social or political 
manner I consider myself fortunate to be a member of 258. 
By the time this comes to print we should have the nameplates all 
sorted out, over two hundred more to post and it has been a 
headache and a half. At the last General Meeting we welcomed 
eleven new members into the fold. I will post their names in the 
next Highlander, as I do not have the list with me. If we average 
ten new members a month our growth rate will certainly maintain 
an acceptable balance. 
Believe in the Branch, think positive and by all means get 
involved. New concepts and directions only come to life when 
there are people to guide them. Without you we become stagnant. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Dave 
 
 
Sgt-at-Arms Report Frank Freeman 
 
There are no parades upcoming at this time.  Pat and I wish you all 
a Happy New Year. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Frank 
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Penny Fund Report Dorothy Wells 
 
Do you know how much joy and pleasure it is to spend other 
people’s money?  Well I have to tell you it is a blast. Any way I 
used ALL the funds $l94.00. Mostly if not all for the children.  
Mittens, Gloves, Hats, Baby food and CANDY ect. 
As always my deepest appreciation to the generosity of our 
members, friends, and in laws.   
We would also like to say Thank you to our Seniors Association 
for the donations to the sleigh. Great job Guys and Dolls. If I have 
been a little remiss on sending out these reports, the only excuse I 
have is because and that is my story. 
All jesting aside you are all the best and most thoughtful people I 
know. Thank you for all your continued support and trust. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship Dorothy  
 
Colour Guard David Morrison 
 
Once again Chairman Bill Kinnaird has directed me to pen the 
Guard report. The year 2006 will prove to be an exciting year for 
the Guard as we move into our 40th year of service to Branch 258, 
and with everyone's blessing we will continue the fine traditions 
and standards set by those Guardsmen who have gone before us. 
At the last General Meeting SSgt Dave Fowler and his lovely wife 
Noel presented a new Canadian Flag to Lt Ralph Fisher for the 
Colour Party. We would like to thank the both of them for their 
kind gesture. Our old flag will be retired with dignity. All of us 
hope that everyone enjoyed the holidays with family and friends, 
we certainly did. And as usual your Guard will be up and running 
with drill, kit repairs and the odd meeting to air our thoughts. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Dave 
 The Colour Guard 
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Service Officer’s Report Les Goodwin  
 
Comrades, this winter will no doubt present challenges to some 
veterans on fixed incomes since fuel costs have recently escalated 
dramatically. Section 1104 of the General by-laws primarily 
provides for the use of poppy funds to assist financially distressed 
veterans and their spouses with basic emergency needs related to 
shelter, food, clothing, and health items. We are very much aware 
that many veterans and dependants are too proud to even enquire 
about poppy funds. And so comrades, if it should come to your 
attention that a veteran or dependant in our poppy canvassing area, 
is financially distressed and could be in a position were assistance 
is required to provide these basic needs as stated in section 1104, 
please advise them that we are here to help, also advise me through 
the Branch of their situation and I will look into each case with a 
view to providing assistance. 
As always, assistance must be justified, and while ongoing 
assistance cannot be provided on a month-to-month basis, there is 
nothing to preclude a one-time grant towards the heating costs. 
Your vigilance and input in the above matter will ensure that no 
veteran or dependant has to make that difficult choice between 
heat, food, or medication.  
Please note that we can only assist in our own area, for other area’s 
the local Branch Service Officer should be notified. Thank you. 
 

Branch Library 
Books are still trickling in to our collection; I have catalogued 
some three dozen in the last few weeks. There are however, two 
books that I am anxious to get onto our shelves, both of these are 
the work of Farley Mowat who served with the “Hasty Ps” in Italy, 
the books are “And No Birds Sang” and “Aftermath”. If you have 
a copy of any of these and would care to donate it to the Branch we 
would very much appreciate it. We stamp the name of each donor 
in each book as a record of your generosity. John Lingenfelter 
could not be with us in December, but will be here on Thursday 
January 12 2006 at 2:00 Pm. 
 
  In Comradeship, Les  
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Breakfast With Santa December 18th 2005 
 

 
Santa & Ways & Means Committee 
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Entertainment  Irene Stevens 
 

January 2006 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
1 
New Years 
Day 
Levee 
12:00-5:00 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
L.A. Exec 
Meeting 
8:00pm 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30- 12:00pm 

6 
Malcolm  
Roberts 

7 
Malcolm  
Roberts 

8 
Sunday 
Breakfast 
10:00-12:00 
 

9 
General  
Meeting 
 8:00 pm 

10 
Seniors 
General  
Meeting 
1:30 pm 

11 
Scarborough 
Vets 
Meeting 
2:00 pm 
 

12 
Scarborough 
Fire Fighters 
Meeting  
12:00 
DVA 
2:00pm 
 

13 
Brad Snell 

14 
Brad Snell 

15 
Pub Sunday 
Marlene 
Dunn 
3:00-7:00 

15 
 

17 
 

17 
Colour Guard 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 

19 
L.A General 
Meeting 
7:30pm 
Board Mgmt 
8:00pm 
 

20 
Ron 
Whitworth 

21 
Ron 
Whitworth 

22 
Sunday 
Breakfast 
10:00-1200 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Branch Exec 
Meeting 
 

27 
John 
Fitzgerald 

28 
Victor Chin 

29 
Pub Sunday 
Gary Peters 
 3:00 –7:00 

30 
 

31 
 

    

Regular Weekly Activities 
 Euchre 

7:30 pm 
except on 
Meeting 
Nights 

L.A. Bingo 
7:00pm 
Cribbage 
7:30 pm 
East Group 
Sports 
 8:00 pm 

Pipe Band 
Practice 
7:30pm 

Mixed Darts 
8:00 

Membership 
7:30pm 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30 – 
12:30 
pm  

 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8:00 pm 

Branch 
Work 
Party 
7:00-12:00 
Hi-Lo 
Meat Roll 
2:30 pm 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8;00 pm 
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February 2006 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
   1 

 
2 
L.A. Exec 
Meeting 
8:00pm 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30- 12:00pm

3 
Jim Divine 

 
Jim Divine 

5 
Sunday 
Breakfast 

10:00-12:00 

6 
General  
Meeting 
 8:00 pm 

7 
Seniors 
General  
Meeting 
1:30 pm 

8 
Scarborough 
Vets 
Meeting 
2:00 pm 
 

9 
Scarborough 
Fire Fighters 
Meeting  
12:00 
DVA 
2:00pm 

10 
Jan Smead 

11 
Jan Smead 

12 
Pub Sunday 
Bill Dunn 
3:00 – 7:00 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Colour Guard
Meeting 
7:30 pm 

16 
L.A General 
Meeting 
7:30pm 
Board Mgmt 
8:00pm 
 

17 
Paul Evans 

18 
Paul Evans 

19 
Sunday 
Breakfast 

10:00-12:00 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Branch Exec 
Meeting 
 

24 
Ron 
Whitworth 

25 
Ron 
Whitworth 

26 
Pub Sunday 
Allan James 
3:00 – 7:00 

27 
 

28 
 

    

Regular Weekly Activities 
   Euchre 

7:30 pm 
except on 
Meeting 
Nights 

L.A. Bingo 
7:00pm 
Cribbage 
7:30 pm 
East Group 
Sports 
 8:00 pm 

Pipe Band 
Practice 
7:30pm 

Mixed Darts 
8:00 

Membership 
7:30pm 

Karaoke 
Lounge 

8:30 pm –   
12:30 pm 

Dress Code 
in Effect 
8:00 pm 

Branch 
Work 
Party 
7:00-12:00 
Hi-Lo 
Meat Roll 
2:30 pm 
Dress Code 

in Effect 
8;00 pm 

 
 Yours in comradeship, Irene Stevens 
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The Highlander 13 January 2006 

 
Ways and Means   Kevin McLean 
 
My dear friends and comrades all. Now that Christmas has past 
and we have started a New Year. We are now entering the last part 
to my first year, as an executive here at Branch 258. This has been 
interesting to see how much the people wanted the breakfast 
brunch back. Well as I write this for the Highlander we are 
preparing for a busy breakfast with Santa. I will report on how this 
breakfast went in the next general meeting and how we did on the 
Christmas goodies we brought back as well. I will also be reporting 
this in the February Highlander for those who can’t make the 
general meeting. To all the volunteers who have worked so hard on 
all the Ways and Means projects so far I say to all of you a BIG 
THANK-YOU from Donna and myself. As a committee we would 
like to say to all the branch members who we like to serve and give 
our free smiles to on Sunday brunch a BIG THANK-YOU to you 
as well. I am happy that all this brings good times back to Branch 
258 your branch. If there is anything that you would like to see 
done for Ways and Means then please approach me and we can 
look at maybe doing some things.  At the last general meeting in 
the executive minutes it was mentioned that we are going to hold a 
draw for a Diamond Ring valued at $2000.00 and the tickets will 
be available within the first two weeks of January. The tickets will 
sell for $5.00 each with a maximum of 1,000 tickets. Watch the 
boards in the lounge for more details. In closing I would like to say 
to Lynda Richmond keep up the good job on the Highlander and 
you have my full support. Here’s to a great six months to come. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Kevin 
 
Ways and Means amendment: 
 

To all my fellow comrades for the month of January the Sunday 
brunches are going to be on the following dates. January 8th and 
the 22nd of January. This is to accommodate the presidents’ levee 
on January 1st 2006. This is only for this month.  
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Ways and Means supplemental 
 
News Flash Sunday December 18th 2005 10:55 am.  
Dateline West Hill 
 
Strange noises heard on the roof of our branch this morning. The 
noises where thoroughly checked out only to find a sleigh with 
eight tiny reindeer and one named Rudolph. We all rushed down 
stairs to find Santa Claus had arrived at Branch 258 this morning. 
All the children were filled with joy and glee as he entered the 
room to a chorus of jingle bells. He had brought gifts and goodies 
for all the children here for the breakfast with Santa. All the 
children left the branch laughing and smiling. I am very pleased to 
announce that with a generous donation from Tom and Doreen 
Davey, that the Children’s Breakfast with Santa was a rousing 
success. To Tom and Doreen on behalf of the children I wish to 
thank you and hope that you have the Merriest Christmas and the 
most joyous and healthy New Year. This comes from all the 
members of the ways and means committee as well. This is the 
true meaning of Christmas.  
 
 Kevin McLean Ways and Means Chair reporting. 

 
We now return to our regularly scheduled bulletin. 

 
Cadet Report  Kevin McLean 
 
Comrades it was a great pleasure to accompany President Doug 
Stevens to the monthly Commanding Officers parade on December 
13th 2005. It was quite a sight to see 45 cadets and four officers 
turn out in uniform for this night. This gives the cadets a chance to 
brush up on things to come at their annual inspection later this 
year. These fine young ladies and gentleman of all ranks made me 
feel proud to be their Liaison Officer. President Doug was very 
impressed as he made his way around the ranks and stopped to talk 
with quite a few of these cadets. In the year 1971 I believe the 
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sponsorship agreement with Branch 258 was signed in September. 
This means that this is a milestone year for the branch and the 
cadets 35 Years. I may have to be corrected but I would like to try 
to organize a dinner dance and silent auction for September to 
celebrate this anniversary. If there are any branch members or 
members of the Ladies Auxiliary who can help please forward 
your name to me. Lets do this fine Cadet Corps proud and make 
them feel special for this year. If you happen to know of any 
companies who could donate products for the auction then please 
let me know a phone number and contact name for me I would 
really appreciate the efforts. Yes I know we are late for the Year of 
the Veteran but to Comrade Dave Morrison if I can help work with 
you or offer some assistance I will. Keep up the great job Dave. I 
hope to see as many of the branch members as possible make this a 
special year for one and all. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Kevin  
 
Senior’s Association Report  Rhea Martin 
 
I trust everyone had a great holiday and enjoyed being with your 
families where possible. 
We have a trip booked for Rama for Monday, January 30 2006.  
Tickets are now available.  Please call me at 416-282-7445 if you 
would like to join us for a day’s outing.  The price is $5.00 and that 
includes your lunch. 
Our next meeting is January 10th 2006 at 1:30 pm. 
Yours in Comradeship 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Rhea 
 
L.A. President Verna Heath 
 
I hope everyone had a Happy Holiday.  On November 20th some of 
our ladies went on to play at district darts. Ann Butterfield won the 
singles; Ann Butterfield and Yvonne Tracey won the doubles. 
Congratulations and good luck at Provincial Darts. 
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We had our Christmas party on Sunday December 11th.  I would 
like to thank all of the ladies that came out and help set up the 
tables and a special thank you to Brenda Butt for doing our music.  
You did a great job. We had our special dance with Santa and also 
the ladies brought unwrapped toys to the party. These toys and a 
donation were sent to the Battered Women’s Shelter who was very 
happy to receive them.  I would like to thank Santa for all his help. 
I would like to thank President Doug Stevens and the branch for 
the lovely evening on December 9th.  
The Christmas shows at the Tony Stacey Center and SunnyBrook 
were a great success.   Thank you Renee for organizing it again 
this year and to all the ladies who were part of the show.   
For the month of   November the Ladies Auxiliary donated 
$7,000.00.  Our total amount donated is $28,000.00 
I hope to see you at our next general meeting. 
 
Dates to Remember 
January 5th  L.A. Executive Meeting 
January 13th Joint Executive Meeting 
January 19th L.A. General Meeting 
January 20th L.A. Robbie Burns 
February 2nd L.A. Executive 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Verna 
 
The Bomber 
 
On Nov 5 /2005 through invitation only from Halifax Aircraft 
Association Doreen and Clint were witness to the unveiling of the 
only completely restored Halifax Bomber in the world.  One week 
later we back on our bus trip #5 with Vets and Legions members 
from various branches to see the bomber for the last time. Next is a 
letter I received from Branch 606 Pickering Ontario  
“Dear Clint McCormack WWII Vet Branch 258 
We would like to thank you for including branch 606 on your bus 
trip to the Big Apple, Branch 110 and the Trenton Base to se the 
Halifax bomber. We had a great time. We’d like to thank Branch 
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110 (Trenton) for their hospitality.  They did a wonderful job 
providing us with a light lunch. Our bus driver wars very courteous 
and the bus was comfortable. The Halifax bomber was amazing. I 
couldn’t imagine being the gunner the space was so small. They 
did a great job of restoring it.  It’s interesting to see of part of 
history restored in actual live. Not just a picture from a book, or 
newspaper.  We feel there was so much to see there, but too little 
time. We thank you for giving us this opportunity of providing us 
with the knowledge of such a beautiful piece of machinery. We 
talked out it for days later. 
 Yours Truly,  Karen Undit, Ian Hendy (Branch 606)” 
 
I would like to thank you to Les Goodwin for arranging a $200. 
contribution from branch 258 to the Halifax Association.  In 
closing keep reading your highlander for info on my next tour. 
 
 I remain,  RCAF WWII VET  Clint McCormack 
 

Change of Member Information  
 
Full Name:............................................................................ 
 
Membership Number: ........................................................ 
 
Change Address ____  Will pickup Highlander____ 
 
I can retrieve the Highlander by Internet_________________ 
 
Address:  ............................................................................ 
 
City:     ...................................  Prov: ............................. 
 
Postal Code: ...............................  Tel.# .......................... 

I consent ____ I do not consent ____ to my name being 
provided for the Member Benefits Package Program 
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