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Editorial Jim Gyselinck 
 
As editor of the Highland, sadly I must announce the passing of Jim 
Nicholl. Jim had been a great supporter of the branch and his ad had 
always been in the Highlander.   
 
Sadly I have to announce the passing of Fern Regan. Fern was our Youth 
Education Chairman and was a great supporter of the legion. She always 
supported the legion during the Poppy Campaign and was present at the 
Guildwood GO Station every morning at 6:00 am during the campaign. 
Fern was always there for the Branch serving at our Sunday Brunches, 
selling tickets, Christmas cakes, helping on Canada Day or doing any 
other job she could do. We will all miss her.  
 
 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 

President’s Message  Jim Gyselinck 
 
I would like to start my report by thanking all the members who came 
out to the last General meeting and elected me again to serve you as your 
President. You have elected a strong Executive this year and we will do 
our best to fulfil the trust that you have given us to make this a stronger 
Branch. We still have a few members who wish to be disruptive and 
create issues, but the majority of the membership have spoken and feel 
they have made the right decision on election night. I would like to thank 
the zone election committee chaired by our newly elected District 
Commander Sheila Harris for running the elections.  
 
We attended the Provincial Convention in Burlington on May 10 -13, 
2009. The Provincial By-Laws committee had proposed a number of 
changes to our Branch By-Laws and after a lot of hours and debate; the 
new Branch By-Laws and Branch Regulations were passed. These new 
By-Laws will now be sent to Dominion Command for approval and if 
approved will take effect after October 01, 2009. 
 
I have put together a By-Law committee to review the new Provincial 
By-Laws and draft our new Branch Regulations for the membership’s 
approval after the Provincial By-Laws have been approved in October. 
The new Provincial By-Laws and Branch Regulations will then be 
submitted to the membership at our October General meeting with a 
Notice of Motion and a Special Meeting will be called to finalize the new 
Provincial By-Laws and Branch Regulations. 
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Comrade Ed Pigeau was elected Provincial President and Andre Paquette 
is the new 1st Vice President. New Vice Presidents Bruce Julian from 
District “B”, Brian Smith from District “C” and Brain Weaver from 
District “A” were elected. 
 
Canada Day will be our next big event and we hope all the members will 
come out and help and support your Branch. We cannot always leave it 
up to the few volunteers to always do the work. Come out, march in the 
Parade, help sell tickets, man a booth for a couple of hours and make this 
a great Canada Day. 
 
On behalf of my wife Terri and I, we wish all the members a safe and 
prosperous summer.  
 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 tjgyselinck@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President  Wayne Powell 
 
Thank you to the members who supported me, by electing me to the 
position of 1st Vice President.  This past year has been challenging.  It 
has been an honour and a pleasure to work with the likes of President Jim 
Gyselinck and 3rd Vice President Ian Pierson.   
You, the members, have put in place an executive committee which will 
continue to keep the Branch running well in the future.  With every 
member working together with the new executive, Branch 258 will 
flourish and prosper. 
 

CANADA DAY 
 

Branch 258 Celebrating 75 Years of Service to 
Veterans and Community 

 
Plans are coming together rapidly, thanks to the efforts of our Canada 
Day Committee.  The next meeting is May 27 at 7:30pm.  If you can help 
please let the Committee know. 
Planned events are: 
B.B.Q. –Peameal bacon on a bun   -9:00am   all day 
B.B.Q. Hamburgers and Hotdogs   -11:00am-7:00pm 
Parade - from Morrish Rd. to Branch Step off at 11:00am 
Four Pipe and Drum Bands - Colour Guard- Blues and Greys 
Antique Cars - Classic Cars - E.M.S. Equipment  
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Fire Equipment & more 
Children’s Games from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Craft and Bazaar Sale   11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Meat Roll in the Lounge with Doug Stevens - Afternoon 
Horseshoe Tournament -time T.B.A. 
Beer Garden 11:00am to 7 pm 
    -Mini Tattoo in the Beer Garden 
    -Live Entertainment in the Beer Garden -3:00pm –7:00pm 
Lots to do - Lots of Fun to be had Help if you can. 
Come out and enjoy our 75th Anniversary Celebration. 
The Branch will close at 8:00pm 
 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 
The 2nd Annual Golf Tournament will be held at Bushwood Golf Club - 
10905 Reesor Road. -  Entry Fee: $125.00 
Date:  Friday August 28th, 2009 
This includes golf, golf cart, BBQ lunch at the Golf Club prior to tee off, 
roast beef dinner at Branch 258 in the Banquet Hall and prizes. 
- Shotgun start at 1:00pm   
-A Putting Contest will be hosted by the Coors Lite Girls 
Format:  4 person scramble 
Entry is open to anyone –maximum entries 144 
Watch for Posters in the Branch and entry forms at the Main Bar. 
 
This is a fun day and all proceeds go to Branch 258. 
 

POPPY CAMPAIGN 
 
The Poppy Campaign is coming up sooner that you realize.  Think about 
fulfilling your pledge to actively participate in the Poppy Campaign.  
Remember this is our 75th Anniversary of serving Veterans 
Let’s all do our part. Let’s set a record for funds raised. 
 

WITHOUT THE SUPPPORT OF THE BRANCH 
MEMBERS WE WILL NOT THRIVE. 

 

WE NEED YOU! 
 

Remember: United - We stand, Divided - We Fall 

 Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
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2nd Vice President Ian Pierson 
 
First, I would like to thank the 123 members who attended and voted at 
the May General Meeting. Regardless of who you voted for, all of you 
should be thanked for attending this important meeting.  
 
Now that the elections are over, we need to put aside our differences and 
work together to make this Legion one of the best Legions anywhere. 
Also, thank you for putting your trust in me to serve as 2nd Vice 
President of the branch. I will continue to work hard to do my part. 
 
Once again, the President has appointed me to the position of 
Membership Chairman. I am still identifying and implementing changes 
to improve the process and controls.  
 
I have also picked up the responsibility for updating the content of our 
web site. Anyone who has access to the internet should visit our web site 
often to see what is going on at the branch. Visit us at www.rcl258.com.  
 
The following was developed from information I gleaned from a booklet 
titled The First Sixty Years, published in May 1994. I enhanced this 
information from a booklet titled Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258 
1934 to 2005, published in 2005. 
 
Thanks to Peter Prior who did the initial research on our history. If 
anyone has information or pictures etc from our past, the branch would 
be pleased to accept them. 
 
Have you ever wondered how and why Branch 258 started?  
After WW I, in the late twenties and early thirties, many fathers would 
take their youngsters to the rink or ball park to participate in or watch the 
various sports. While children were playing, the parents would gather 
and discuss the news of the day. Eventually, they decided to meet 
whenever possible for a social get together.  
 
During these social meetings, they discovered that most in attendance 
were indeed veterans. Consequently, they decided to apply for a charter 
in the Ontario Command of the British Empire Service League.  
 
The branch was named the Colonel T. Hebert Lennox Branch. As a result 
of forming a branch of this growing veteran’s organization, they were 
able to receive benefits, such as pensions, medical treatment for 
themselves and to establish aid for widows and dependents of veterans.  
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Also by forming their own charter they were strengthening the overall 
Legion movement. 
 
The original charter members were J. Fleury, D. Forgie, A.J. Gillard, 
W.R. Jenkins, J.F. Keeler, G. Lomas, H. Legard, G.A.Martin,  
A. McAskill, E. McInally, J.H. Moon, J.S. Schofield, J. Smyth, S. Wake, 
R.B Wells and R.H. Wright. 
 
On May 18, 1934, the charter was granted and George Lomas became 
the first president. The first meetings were held in member’s homes. 
Although they managed to keep their charter, many of the original 
members responded to the call to arms at the outbreak of WW II. It was 
not until these veterans returned home did the meetings resume again. 
 
On February 7, 1946, Provincial Secretary Comrade W.T. Burke 
reactivated their charter. Frank Keiller was elected President and 
meetings were held in Highland Creek Public School, The Pinder house 
and the Dog House. 
 
 

 
 
Property was acquired at the present site on Lawson Road, which 
eventually totalled 10 acres. Construction began immediately on the first 
floor of the building which became the club room. In 1947, work 
continued and a second floor was added. The original building was on 
the west side of the current driveway where the north parking lot is now 
located. 
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In 1964, the branch name was changed to Highland Creek to keep a 
closer identity with the community. It was felt that with the new name, 
everyone would know where Highland Creek was. Also in that year we 
became the Royal Canadian Legion instead of the British Empire Service 
League, and the new Canadian flag was adopted by the Branch. 
 
This building served the Membership until a disastrous fire occurred in 
October of 1976, which prompted the Members to vote for construction 
of a new building on the present site. The building was completed in 
May of 1981 with a bare minimum of needs for the members. Additions 
were made to the building, including the addition of the Tony Stacey 
Memorial Room, and some extra storage rooms.  
Our current building was opened in May 1981. 
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Of the 10 acres that we owned, two and a half acres were donated to 
District "D" to build a Senior Veterans Home, which is the building on 
the east side of the current driveway and on the north side of the 
property. This building was named the Metro Toronto Legion Village.  
 
Many of our members have served on the Volunteer Board of Directors 
to look after the smooth running of the Home. Many of our members 
have served as Volunteers to look after the comfort of our Veterans in 
the Home. They staff the Gift Shop, act as drivers when they can, and 
they work at bingos, entertainment and fundraising events. Some of our 
members have taken up residence in the Home as their health and age 
has made it necessary.  
 
The Metro Toronto Legion Village was renamed to the Tony Stacey 
Centre for Veterans Care in honour of Comrade Tony Stacey who was 
our Branch President in 1962 and 1963. Comrade Tony Stacey brought 
us great honour by being elected as the Dominion President from 1986 to 
1988.  
 Yours in Comradeship Ian 
 

3rd Vice President Irene Stevens 
 
Ways & Means 
 
I would like to thank the membership in their confidence in my abilities 
to be nominated to the position of 3rd Vice President.  I will certainly do 
my utmost to carry out the responsibilities and duties given to me by the 
President, with pride, dedication and commitment in doing all I can with 
the help of volunteers to carry out functions to raise funds for the 
betterment of the Branch. 
 
Our last function was held on April 17th which was the “Tribute of 
Legends”.  The whole evening was a success and everyone enjoyed 
themselves. 
 
Income 
 
Ticket sales   192 @ $15.00 each =          $ 2,880.00 
Proceeds from function     =          $    310.00 
Bar Sales (Bar #3 only)    =          $ 1.697.95  
      $ 4,887.95 
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Expenses 
 
Catering        =          $    568.80 
DJ fees                                                       =          $ 1,000.00 
Cost of Bar sales (Bar#3 only)                  =          $ 1.018.00                   
       $ 2,586.80 
 
Net Profit to Branch     $ 2,301.15 
 
As usual all functions need volunteers to help to make the events a 
success and I would like to thank the volunteers who were responsible at 
all functions run by the Committee. 
 
The next fund raiser will be on Friday, June 19th and it will be a “Steak & 
Lobster night featuring the “Newcomers” and the tickets are now on sale 
at $45.00 per person this includes a steak and lobster dinner and the 
show.  Please call Irene at 416-439-3089 for tickets and table 
reservations.  We look forward to an evening of fun. 
 
Since my last report we had two Sunday Brunches during the month of 
May, my report will be in the Executive report. 
 
Please note that there will be no Sunday Brunches during the 
months of June, July and August.  This first Sunday Brunch will be 
on Sunday, September 20th. 
 
I look forward to a nice summer spending time with family and friends 
and would like to wish you all on behalf of Doug and  myself a safe and 
good summer.- let’s hope that the weather is in our favour. 
 
  Yours in Comradeship Irene  
 

Public Relations                  David Adamson 
 
I continue to make every effort in keeping the community updated and 
informed of events passed on to me that take place at Branch 258. Please 
keep up the good work in providing me with details.   
This years Provincial Convention will take place in Burlington from May 
9-13, 2009 and delegates from Branch 258 will be attending.  Our 
President, Jim Gyselinck, as in the past, will provide details on 
important issues addressed at the convention 
    
     Yours in comradeship, David 
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Treasurer's Report Ron Skopyk 
 

Revenue and Expense 
Items ($000) 

June 2008 
to 

Mar. 2009 

June 2007 
to 

Mar. 2008 

Increase 
or 

(Decrease) 
Branch Revenues 569.5 572.7 (3.2) 

Branch Expenses 574.7 589.5 (14.8) 

TOTAL Profit (Loss) (5.2) (16.8) 11.6 
 
Although our March fiscal year-to-date bar sales are down 5% as 
compared to last year, this is an improvement over my last month’s 
report to the membership where I indicated that overall sales were down 
by 8%. Two positive factors for this improvement were the much better 
than expected sales in March coupled with our new pricing structure. 
 
Since the beginning of June last year, the Branch has had to spend 
approximately $26k to upgrade/replace both of its beer and liquor 
dispensing systems. This has placed a temporary constraint on our 
operating cash position but I believe that this situation will improve over 
the ensuing months. 
 
Our outstanding mortgage payable, as of March 2009, is now down to 
$60,336.52 which is a $3,598.14 decrease from last month’s balance. 
 
Some thoughts have already been given towards planning our yearend 
financial reports. This activity represents a significant effort that 
continues throughout the summer. The yearend inventory will take place 
on the morning of Monday, June 1 prior to opening up the Branch for 
normal business. 
 
Bank balances (as of April 23, 2009): 
General Account: $12,966       Lottery Account:       $7,735 
Charitable Account:   $7,939       Building Savings Fund:    $286 
 
From time to time, I believe it is necessary that the Branch members be 
made aware of the financial activity within your Branch Poppy Fund. 
These are funds that are held in trust on your behalf and, as such, you 
should be made aware as to how the funds are allocated by your Poppy 
Fund Committee.  
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The following covers the period of June 1, 2008 to April 30, 2009. Note 
that this period of activity conforms more to the Branch’s fiscal year 
which ends May 31 as compared to the Poppy Fund fiscal year end 
which ends September 30. 
 
Balance as of June 1, 2008  15,859.96 
 
Deposited 
Poppy campaign + donations  58,374.87 
 
Paid Out 
Purchase of Poppies/Wreaths  11,575.00 
Donations    19,458.53 
Veterans’ Assistance   12,472.89 
Assessments      3,585.62 
Youth Education        963.53 
Administration Expense                 1,967.74 
Balance as of April 30, 2009  24,211.52 
 
Administration expenses include, for the most part, necessary materials 
required for running the annual poppy campaign, and various expenses 
associated with visiting our ailing veterans at their residence. 
Assessments include our Branch share of the cost to advertise the Poppy 
campaign in the newspaper, and the transfer of a portion of our Branch’s 
campaign receipts to the District Poppy fund. 
 
As you read this edition of the Highlander, your newly elected executive 
will already be in place. I would like to offer my congratulations to the 
newly elected executive and wish them all the best in the forthcoming 
year. Since this is the last Highlander report until September, I want to 
wish everyone both a safe and enjoyable summer. 
 
 Yours in comradeship, Ron 
 
An elderly person phoned her doctor’s office with a question.  
"Is it true," she wanted to know, "that the medication you prescribed has 
to be taken for the rest of my life?" 
"Yes, I'm afraid so," the doctor told her. 
There was a moment of silence before the senior lady replied, 
"I'm wondering, then, just how serious is my condition because this 
prescription is marked 'NO REFILLS'." 
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Chaplain's Report Don E. Wilson 
 

Arthur Cross (1924-2009)  
Arthur was a member of the RN in WW11 and had been an Ordinary 
member of the Legion since 1958. 
Gloria Kerr (1926-2009) 
Gloria had been an Associate member of Branch 258 since 1989. 
James Nicholl (1943-2009)  
James had been an Associate member of Branch 258 since 1985. 
Fern Regan (1922-2009)  
Fern had been a Life member of Branch 258 since 1992. 
 
They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; Age shall not 
weary them, Nor the years condemn; At the going down of the sun, 
And in the morning, We Will Remember Them
 

7 Oaks Doug Rickey 
Sunnybrook. Les Lauzon, Norman Carnell 335 West Bldg ‘L’, 

Marg Ackeroyd, Don Jacob , Howard Mills 
In Residence Tony 
Stacey Centre 

Mary Chadwick, Geoffrey Colley,  Kenneth 
Edmunds, Frank Kane, Mary Moorehead, Mary 
Martland, Blair Parsons, Mary Yardley, 
Dorothy Roach, Alexander Rokitnicki, Barbara 
Vail, Albert Wade, John Wathen, Irene Wessels,   

Bay Ridges Nursing 
Home 

Arthur Smith 
  

 Respectfully Submitted – In Comradeship, Don  
 chaplain@rcl258.com 
 
A WELL PLANNED LIFE???? 
Two women met for the first time since graduating from high school 
One asked the other, "You were always so organized in school, 
Did you manage to live a well planned life? " 
" Yes," said her friend. 
"My first marriage was to a millionaire; my second marriage was to an 
actor; my third marriage was to a preacher; and now I'm married to an 
undertaker." 
Her friend asked, "What do those marriages have to do with a well 
planned life?" 
"One for the money, two for the show, three to get ready, and four to go." 
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Membership Report Ian Pierson 
 
I am pleased to announce that I will continue to be your Membership 
Chairman for 2009/2010. 
 
As you are aware, this is the last issue of the Highlander before the 
summer break, so I wish you all a safe and happy summer. 
  

Membership Strength 
 
Life 28 Ordinary 321 
Associate 696 Affiliate 176 
  TOTAL 1221 

 
New Members 
 
I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new member in 
April. Please welcome them to our branch. 
 
Shirley King Associate 
Frank Lane Associate 

 
There were no new members to initiate in May due to our elections. 
 
Members who have Re-joined the Branch 
 
The following member re-joined the Branch in March. Please welcome 
him back to our branch. 
 
Ken Grant Associate 

 
The following members re-joined the Branch in May. Please welcome 
them back to our branch. 
 
Robert Cull Affiliate Voting 
Domenico Polera Affiliate Voting 

 
Please take a few moments to make all our Members feel Welcome. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Ian 
 membership@rcl258.com 
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Past President                David Adamson 
 
Comrades: 
Election Night 
 
First of all, I would like to acknowledge and thank all those who stood 
for nomination and were elected to positions at our Annual Meeting held 
on May 4, 2009. Thanks also to those who attended the election and 
stayed to participate in the swearing in ceremony. The Election Team, 
under newly elected District Commander, Sheila Harris of Branch 614, 
did a commendable job and the proceeding concluded sooner than some 
expected—well done! 
 
As long as I can recall and have been affiliated with Branch 258, Frank 
Freeman, also a Branch Life Member has served as our Sgt-at-Arms.  
This year, Frank decided not to run for re-election and was replaced by 
Dave Fowler, who has served on the executive as well as the Colour 
Guard. Thanks for your years of service Frank, and welcome Dave.      
 
As most of you know, Fern Regan, a Branch Life Member, and a 
comrade who spent many years as our Youth Education Chairman doing 
a commendable job, passed away. She was indeed a special person with a 
big heart and was always willing to donate her time in the best interest of 
the Legion and our branch.  We will certainly miss her. 
 
 
Heritage Day 
 
This years Heritage Day will take place on June 20, 2009 in the Village 
of Highland Creek.  Branch 258 continues to support this community 
activity not only financially but by having our Colour Guard participate 
in the parade.   
 
The parade will form up at Centennial/Lawson Roads and move off at 
11:00 a.m. going along Lawson Road, past the Tony Stacey Centre for 
Veterans Care, across the bridge and into the Village, where there will be 
activities for youngsters, teenagers, a beer garden for the adults and 
plenty of food. All the best!   

     Yours in comradeship, David  
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Building Chairman  David Fowler 
 
The temperatures in the walk-in freezer and fridge are at the proper 
temperature. Lock on lounge bar cooler has been replaced. 
Front door lock has been repaired again. 
Parking lot light bulb has to be replaced. 
Many other minor jobs have been done around the branch. 
  
 Yours in comradeship, David 
 

House Chairman Report  Doug Stevens 
 
Your work party has been busy doing different things that need attention. 
We fixed some pot holes in the back and opened the drain so that there 
won’t be as much mud to walk in. 
 
The lawn mowers have been checked and are ready for the summer. 
 
We would like to thank Grant Relf for having the starter fixed on one of 
the lawn mowers at no cost to the branch. 
 
We are slowly starting to get things ready for Canada Day, as it is only 
less than 2 months away. 
 
As you know, we could always use more volunteers. So please come out 
on Saturday mornings and have some fun with the guys. 
 
   Yours in Comradeship, Doug 
 

Regalia  Carol Meere 
 
Summer is just around the corner and I know a lot of you will be going to 
your cottages, holidays etc. During the summer months, I'm hoping to 
redo the display case, and looking for items I think you might be 
interested in. Please check the display case when you are at the branch 
and don't feel shy to phone me or approach me should you see something 
that may not be on display. I will do my best to try and find it for you 
providing it is available. 
Should you require assistance, my phone number is on the back of the 
Highlander.  
Here's wishing everyone a great summer! 
 
     Yours in Comradeship, Carol 
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                     Canada Day 2009  
                     Royal Canadian Legion 

        Highland Creek Branch 258 
    45 Lawson Road, West Hill, M1C 2J1 Tel: (416) 281-2992 
         

Everyone Is Welcome 
Join Us in this Celebration 

Wednesday July 1st - Canada Day 
11 am - Parade from Salvation Army Parking Lot to the Legion. 
Live Entertainment:                             3pm - 7pm 
Music for Everyone - Outdoor Stage,  Live Band - Reminiscing 
Refreshments                                        11am - 7pm 
Outdoor Beer Garden                          11am - 8pm 
In the lounge     Meat Roll                     1pm - 4pm 
MINI-MIDWAY                                   Noon - 4pm 
Games for Children of all ages 
All Day Food:                 11am - 7pm 
Hot dogs, hamburgers, soft drinks       11am - 7pm 
Bacon-on-a-bun 
In the Banquet Hall  Bazaar / Craft show  1pm  - 4pm 
Horseshoe Tournament Entrance fee $3.00 - all prize money 
distributed 
Toronto Police Service Displays  - All Day 
 Bring Your Own Chair” for added comfort
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June 2009 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

2 
Seniors 
Executive 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

3 4 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

5 6 
Bill 
Van Huyse 

7  
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 
Burt Austin 
 
 

8 
General 
Meeting  
2000hrs 

9 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs  
 

10 
Scarborough
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

11 
VAC 1400hrs
 
Scarborough
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 
 
Joint L.A./ 
Branch  
1930 hrs 

12 
 

13 
Paul Evans 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

18 
LA  
General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

19 
Steak & 
Lobster  
Dinner 
Show 

20 
Victor Shim 

21 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 
Burt Austin 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Branch Exec
1930 hrs 
 

26 
 

27 
Ian Hunt 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

30     

         Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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July 2009 

 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  1 
Canada Day

2 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

3 4 
Grant 
Smead 

5 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 
Burt Austin 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 
Scarborough
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 
 

10 
 

11 
Rob 
McArthur 

12 
 

13 14 
 
 

15 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Paul Evans 

19 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 
Burt Austin 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Branch Exec
1930 hrs 
 

24 
 

25 
Bill Van 
Huyse 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 29 30 31  

         Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr  
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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August 2009 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     1 
Rob Martine 

2 
 
 

3 4 
 

5 6 
 
 

7 
 

8 
April 
Raye 

9 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 
Burt Austin 

10 
 

11 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Paul Evans 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Maple Creek 
Band 

23 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 
Burt Austin 
 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 
Branch Exec
1930 hrs 
 

28 29 
Rob 
McArthur 

30 31      

         Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Note to members: Sometimes it is necessary to change DJ in the event 
they are not available due to illness. This calendar is made in advance 
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Steak and Lobster Dinner Show featuring 
The Newcomers 

June 19, 2009 
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JOIN US FOR OUR 
CANADA DAY CELEBRATION 

 

CRAFT & HOME SENSE SHOW 
 

Wed, July 1st, 2009 
10 am – 3 pm in the Banquet Hall 

 

Vendors Wanted 
Tables $25.00 + Door Prize 

 

45 Lawson Road, Highland Creek 
 

CONTACT: Joy @ 416-269-7376 
Email:  camand@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
Honours and Awards      David Adamson  
 
In the last issue of the Highlander, a form was included to complete and 
submit for years of service pins.  Please complete and submit promptly to 
me so that the required number of pins can be ordered prior to 
presentation that will take place on September 20, 2009. As well, as a 
reminder, if a member wishes to nominate someone for an award, i.e. 
Certificate of Appreciation, please do so in writing to include brief 
details along with your name and the nominees. See page 28 for the 
application form. 
     Yours in comradeship, David  
 
 

 

Royal Canadian Legion,  
Branch 258 
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Colour Guard Bill Kinnaird 
 
Comrades, again I open my report with news that you’re Guard along 
with Members of Branch 258 and the Public were on the Conlins Road 
overpass when the two soldiers in Afghanistan were killed in action went 
by. 
                                      Killed in Action 
Trooper Karine Blais Age 21 2nd Battalion Royal 22nd Regiment 
Battle group. Major Michelle Mendes based in Ottawa with the 
154 Squadron working with intelligence. 
                            (We Will Remember Them) 
 
Your Guard is now entering into our busy season with our practices and 
meeting once a month, just to ensure that we remain the best Colour 
Guard in the Legion. We will be at our first parade June 6th at the 
Pickering Town Centre. The Heritage Day June 13 and Canada Day July 
1st. So if you want to see your Guard in action come out and watch. 
Better still, come out and march. It’s good exercise. The following is a 
list of the other parades. 
                   July 18th Orillia Ontario 
                   Aug 1st   Phelps New York 
                   Aug 16th Warriors Day 
                   Aug 23rd  Br. 614 Mini Tattoo 
 
As I mentioned earlier, we need new uniforms as ours are getting pretty 
old and worn out. We had to come up with an idea to raise money 
ourselves without having to go to the Branch for the money. We will be 
now selling tickets for a .25 caret Diamond Ring and the other draw will 
be for a Diamond Pendant with a gold chain. The tickets will be $5.00 
each and only 2,000 tickets will be printed and sold. We will be starting 
to sell these tickets right away. The draw will be held October 23rd at the 
Colour Guard dance. I hope that you will support your Guard in this 
venture. 
 
In my last report I stated that two members of the Guard, John Bow and 
Bill Kinnaird along with Susan Deschenses and Janet Philips from 
Branch 258 attended the Provincial Euchre Tournament at Amherstburg 
Ont. Unfortunately we did not do to well. But we gave it a valiant try and 
perhaps next year we can do better. 
 
 



The Highlander  June/July/August  22

I would also like to congratulate the entire new executive and to 
President Jim and 1st Vice President Wayne for their re-election. 
 
I brag a lot about the Colour Guard but with good reason. Not only are 
we busy with parades, meetings, practices and other commitments, 
please notice that there are 3 members of your Guard on this Executive.  
I have always stated that your Guard supports Branch 258 and the 
Executive. 
           Yours in Comradeship, Bill 
           Colour Guard Chairman 
 

Entertainment/Ways and Means  Irene Stevens 
 
Since my last report we have had two Pub Sundays and again, details 
will be in the Executive minutes. 
 
Karaoke is doing very well both on Friday nights and on Sundays.  
Members and friends have a good time and Burt does an excellent job.   
 
We will be carrying on with Karaoke during the summer months on the 
usual first and third Sundays of each month.  We will require some 
volunteers to BBQ food on Sundays.  Please let me know if you are 
interested.  I intend taking a break during the summer but will come out 
sometimes to BBQ. 
 
Elaine “thank you” for doing the donation draw on every karaoke night.   
 
I am trying to get some new DJ’s in the lounge for Saturday nights and 
so far the new ones have been liked by the members as the feedback is 
good.  If you hear a DJ at another place and you think they will be 
suitable for our Saturday nights, get me their business card and I will go 
out to hear them and see where I can place them (either Saturday nights 
or Pub Sundays).  
 
We all come to the branch for a social afternoon or evening so let’s help 
one another to enjoy the entertainment as well as each other’s company. 
 
I would like to say special thanks to the following volunteers who 
worked at the various functions during the past year: 
 
All these volunteers worked hard towards the success of each function 
and to all of you I say “thank you” your help was greatly appreciated. 
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Breakfast Committee   Entertainment                Ways & Means & 
   (Pub Sundays)              Special Events 
Doug Stevens                 Doug Stevens                 Doug Stevens 
Jim &Terry Gyselinck    Carmie Black                 Carmie Black 
Wayne Powell                John & Myrtle Cree        John & Myrtle Cree 
Ann Storey                     Norma & Gerry Hogan   Norma & Gerry Hogan 
Colette Hotte                  Elaine Grieve                  Barry Brown 
Ken Flanagan                 Barry Brown                   Connie Marshment 
Lise Cawley                   Barbara Thom                 Ann Harvey 
Adrian Cawley               Cathy White                    Renee Kennett  
Maureen Tutty  Maureen Tutty 
Valerie Wright        Marilyn Bennett 
Marilyn Bennett 
 
In closing, I would just like to say if you have reason to get upset with a 
fellow member in the Branch, take the time to talk to the person and get 
it solved and then get on with life.  Our goal should be to spread 
comradeship and encourage new membership.  If you hear someone 
talking against someone who is not there to defend themselves, just walk 
away.  Come to the Branch and enjoy yourselves. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Irene 

 

Track and Field  John Zikovitz 
 
The Provincial District “D” outdoor meet will be held on Saturday June 
20, 2009 at York University, starting at 8:00am. At this time, I will like 
to inform the members that this will be my last report. I have been a 
member for 10 years and have always been on some sort of committee. I 
will be taking a break. Also I would like to thank anyone who has helped 
me.  

Yours in Comradeship, John 
 

Penny Fund               Dorothy Wells  
 
By the time you read this report, the Easter shipment will have been 
received in Kandahar for our guys and gals. There was a lot of penny 
scrimping along the way. But you did it. Now our thoughts are on the 
Christmas shipment. With your help, this also will come to pass with the 
donations and all other boxes of donations. Your pennies do count, so do 
not let that deter you from dropping them into the milk jug in the 
hallway.  
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The Xmas shipment is very much appreciated from you and they mean 
so much to our men and ladies so far from home and their families. 
So anything you do will put a little joy into their trials and lonely times 
there. Do your best as I always say that’s all you can do! 
 
                Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy 
 

Support Our Troops      Dorothy Wells and Rhea Martin  
 
The Department of Defence picked up 13 cartons for our soldiers on May 
7th. Our next shipment will be in October for our troops to know that they 
are in our thoughts especially during the holidays 
 
Since our last report, we have received donations from Norma Taylor, 
Connie Marshment, Inga Streich and Joanne Brooke. Sincere thanks to 
all for your generosity.  
 
We have a trip going to Rama on June 1st and thanks to all the 
participants for your support. 
 
Also many thanks to all the donators who keep the jug at the bar busy, 
without your help we would not be able to support our troops.  
 
Our next trip to Rama will be on Sept. 28th, so mark your calendars. 
Anyone who would like to know what to donate, please call Dorothy at 
416-284-1422 or Rhea at 416-282-7449. 
 
Many Thanks for your help. Happy Fathers day to all the Dads and 
wishing you all a great summer. 
 
       Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy and Rhea 
 

Veterans Services Report Les Goodwin 
 
Thanks for having me back as your Branch Veterans Services chair, may 
I assure you that I will not abandon this post again. 
 
There appears to be some misunderstanding regarding qualifications for 
interviews, during the monthly visits of our VAC representative to the 
branch, for which I will now attempt to clarify this information for you. 
 
First the reason for the change, this is due to the heavy workload of the 
rep in the large and heavy populated area in which our Veteran’s reside.  
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Secondly, was due to the declining number of Veteran’s seeking advice 
here at the Branch. On some occasions no candidates, this left us sitting 
twiddling our thumbs, okay with me, but frustrating for our busy rep, so, 
what to due. 
 
A decision was made that for the future, I would request that those vets 
wishing to see the counsellor, call me to tell me they needed to see the 
rep. This was not to be an appointment, but an indicator that the veteran 
wanted an interview. Therefore, there was a need for the counsellor to be 
present at the Branch on the previously appointed day. The arrangement 
was strictly to preserve time for the counsellor and was not in any way 
intended to be a prerequisite for an interview. If I did not receive any 
calls within twenty four hours of his intended visit, then I will cancel 
the meeting for that day. This is how the arrangements now stand. 
 
Mr Lingenfelter does not limit his time here at the Branch, although it 
was originally intended to be for one hour, once here he will see that all 
that want to see him no matter how long it takes to complete all requests 
from Veteran’s or their dependants. Also his area of responsibility is 
limited from McCowan Rd. south of Steeles Rd. to Whites Rd. in 
Pickering, but will however see Branch Members beyond these 
parameters. 
 
The visits continue to be: the second Thursday of each month, September 
through June at 2:00 pm.  
I hope that this clears up any further misunderstandings 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Les 
 
Did you know, is back  Les Goodwin 
 
If you should look around the hall at the next General Meeting, you may 
notice that the old veterans of yesteryear are thinning out, and a new 
younger generation is taking hold, with changes due to the recent 
election the average age of the executive committee has been lowered by 
about ten years, and so the Torch appears to be passing on.  
With this in mind, I have stressed at both District, and Zone levels, that 
educational seminar's must be an integral part of our organization and 
planning in the coming years, so that all members of our Branch are well 
informed in the traditions of the past, and are well prepared for the 
dedication required to carryon with the Legion's aims and objects, for 
which we all strive.  
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To this end I have requested that the president include in his organization 
this year, a Leadership and Planning chairman.  
 
I will in this Newsletter, attempt to enlighten our members on some of 
the aspects of the Legion using the heading of "Did you know"   
 
Did you know; 
 

• That the Ontario Command of the Royal Canadian Legion offers 
bursaries to eligible students who have entered post secondary 
education, including courses and programs of a technical  
and vocational nature to Canadian and Commonwealth War 
veterans and their children and grandchildren,  

• Ordinary and Life members of the RCL and their children and 
grandchildren. Associate members of the RCL and their children. 
Ladies Auxiliary members and their children and grandchildren.  

• Certain conditions apply, deadline for applications is the last 
Friday of March, on any given year.  

• That Graphic license plate bearing the Legion crest is available 
through the resale division of Ontario Command.  

• That to be eligible to be elected to the Executive committee, and 
to be elected to President or 1st vice, one must have served at 
least one year on the Branch executive committee  

• The continued strength of this organization and our ability to 
continue valued programs depends on membership, each Branch 
should have a membership committee, one person is not enough 
to ensure renewals, new recruitment, submission of per capita 
etc, this is clearly outlined in the “Membership Chairman's 
Guide”, anyone may volunteer!  

• New members who join after June so" pay one half of the per 
capita tax, and new members who join after August pay one third 
per capita tax.  

• That a Legion Branch building is a memorial to our fallen 
comrades, therefore to be respected, It is saluted by a passing 
parade, and is the reason why we are encouraged to remove one's  
headdress whilst inside.  

• The Legion is a non-profit organization. It is not a registered 
charity; therefore donations to the Branch are not tax deductible.  

 
 Yours in Comradeship, Les 
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L.A .President Report  Sandy Steele 
 
Hi Ladies, at the time of writing this report we have 1 week until our 
Election night. 
For thoughts to the out going Executive, a great job was done by all. I 
would like to THANK ALL the Executive of 2008 - 2009 for a great 
year.  For thoughts to the Ladies that get on the Executive for 2009 -2010 
I know that you will do a great job as well. We have been getting busy 
with work in the banquet hall which is good to see. We have the 
Provincial Darts coming up on June 27/ 09. I would like to thank the 
girls that have been looking after that. We also have July 1st coming up 
which is also the Branch’s 75th Anniversary, so let get as many Ladies 
out as we can.  I would like to wish all of you a safe and happy summer 
and see you in September. 
 Dates to Remember 
June 4/09      Ex. Meeting Old and New 7.30p.m. 
June 11/09    Joint Meeting with the Branch 7.30 p.m. 
June 18/09     General Meeting 7.30 p.m. 
June 27/09     Provincial Darts 
July 1/09        Canada Day come out and same fun 
July 2/09        Ex. Meeting 7.30p.m. 
HAVE A SAFE AND HEATHY SUMMER 
 Yours in Comradeship, Sandy 
 

 
Bob Gurr is a proud Member of Branch 258 
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Branch 258 Banquet Hall 
 

We have a modern fully equipped, air conditioned 
facility available for weddings, banquets, parties, 

dances for up to 192, and meetings up to 250 
 

Free parking on premises, Handicap facilities 
 

Complete catering facilities on premises 
 

For complete details on availability and rental rates,  
Contact: Pat Fisher (416) 282-5290 (Home)   
or Audrey Maher (416) 282-3337 (Home)   

(416) 281- 2992 x 40 (Branch) e-mail: 
hallrentals@rcl258.com 

 
We are now taking bookings for 2009/10, but dates 

are filling up fast. Book soon so you will not be 
disappointed.  

 

Request for Service Pin 
 
Name__________________________ Legion # ___________________    
   
Address___________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________   Phone_____________________ 
 
Years of Service Pin requested:     5 10   15       20     25      30     
Circle one number.      35    40 45       50     55      
 

Life__________ Ordinary___________ Associate __________ 
 

Please return your form to David Adamson 
before July 31st, 2009 
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Remarkable Obituary 
 
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Mr. Common 
Sense. 
 
Mr.Sense had been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how 
old he was since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red 
tape.  
 
He will be remembered as having cultivated such value lessons as 
knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the 
worm and that life isn't always fair. Common Sense lived by simple, 
sound financial policies (don't spend more than you earn) and reliable 
parenting strategies (adults, not kids, are in charge). 
 
His health began to rapidly deteriorate when well intentioned but 
overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a six-year-old boy 
charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended 
from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for 
reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.  Mr. Sense 
declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent 
to administer aspirin to a student; but, could not inform the parents when 
a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion. 
 
Finally, Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments 
became contraband; churches became businesses; and criminals received 
better treatment than their victims.  Common Sense finally gave up the 
ghost after a woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was 
hot, she spilled a bit in her lap, and was awarded a huge financial 
settlement. 
 
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, 
his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his sons, 
Dependable and Reason.  He is survived by two stepbrothers; Its My 
Right and Ima Whiner. 
 
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. If 
you still remember him, pass this on; if not, join the majority and do 
nothing. 
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A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in 
front of him. When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large 
and empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. 
 
He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed that it was. 
 
The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the 
jar. He shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas 
between the golf balls.  
 
He then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was. 
 
The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of 
course, the sand filled up everything else. 
 
He asked once more if the jar was full. The students responded with a 
unanimous "yes." 
 
The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and 
poured the entire contents into the jar effectively filling the empty space 
between the sand. 
The students laughed. 
 
"Now," said the professor as the laughter subsided, 
"I want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. 
 
The golf balls are the important things---God, your family, your children, 
your health, your friends and your favourite passions---and if everything 
else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full. 
 
The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house and 
your car. 
 
The sand is everything else---the small stuff. 
 
"If you put the sand or the pebbles into the jar first," he continued, "there 
is no room for the golf balls. 
 
The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the 
small stuff you will never have room for the things that are important to 
you. 
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Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. 
Play with your children. 
Take time to get medical checkups. 
Take your spouse out to dinner. 
Play another 18. 
There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal. 
 
Take care of the golf balls first---the things that really matter. 
 
Set your priorities. The rest is just sand." 
 
One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee 
represented. 
 
The professor smiled. "I'm glad you asked. It just goes to show you that 
no matter how full your life may seem, there's always room for a couple 
of cups of coffee with a friend." 
 
Will Rogers, who died in a plane crash with Wylie Post in 1935, was 
probably the greatest political sage this country has ever known.  Enjoy 
the following:  
1.  Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco.  
2.  Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.  
3.  There are 2 theories to arguing with a woman...neither works.  
4.  Never miss a good chance to shut up.  
5.  Always drink upstream from the herd.  
6.  If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.  
7.  The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it back in 
your pocket.  
8.  There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by reading, the few 
who learn by observation. The rest of them have to pee on the electric 
fence and find out for themselves.  
9.  Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from 
bad judgment.  
10.  If you're riding' ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and 
then to make sure it's still there.  
11.  Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n puttin' it back.  
12.  After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started 
roaring.  He kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him.  The 
moral:  
When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut.  
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Home Improvements 
Eaves troughs – Aluminium – Galvanized Copper 

Soffit – Facia – Siding 
Thermo Replacement Windows 

Interior / Exterior Painting 
Lighting and Plumbing Fixtures 

General Maintenance 
Over 35 years of satisfied homeowners 

Dean Caster 
Member – Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258   (416) 821-9380 

 

 

            

 
 
 


