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President’s Message  Jim Gyselinck 
 
I would like to thank all the members for having me another year as your 
President. We have come along way from the time I became President  
2 ½ years ago. I personally would like to thank 1st Vice Wayne Powell 
for all the time he has stood in for me while I continue to work full time. 
To the rest of the Executive and Ron Skopyk, Thank You for all your 
hard work you have put in to make this a better Branch. To Irene 
Stevens, I cannot say Thank You enough for all the hard work you do for 
me and the branch.  Lastly to Doug Stevens, Thank You and your 
Saturday work party for all the work you do maintaining this branch and 
the great time we have at the Meat Roll. We have had our ups and downs 
but we have worked through them. Just a reminder to the membership, 
that the Bar Stewards have the last say during the daily operations of the 
Lounge. Please respect their decisions with closing times. We will not 
allow the Branch to stay open late if there are only a couple of people 
there. This has been a problem lately but we have taken care of this and 
will continue to take the necessary steps to stop this from happening. 
  
At our January 12 General meeting the following motion was passed. 
Amendment to the Amendment – by Phil Richmond, seconded by 
Kevin McLean that the Highlander be printed on a quarterly basis and 
the number of copies printed be cut in half, with no mailings.  Carried.  
John Semple opposed. 
 
At our February 09 General meeting the following motion was passed 
Motion - by Phil Richmond, seconded by Frank Freeman to mail 
Highlander to those outside a 50km radius of the branch. The current 
exemptions still apply (age, infirm etc.)  
 
Therefore after this edition, any member who lives within the boundaries 
of Port Hope to the east, Ford drive Oakville to the west and Aurora to 
the north will not receive a highlander unless the form on page 26 is 
filled out and sent to the Branch. 
  
It seems that we always lack the volunteers to help bring forth new ideas 
and suggestions to make events run smoothly. One example is our 
Canada Day celebrations. It seems every year that the same people 
volunteer to help out and the rest sit back and complain that this should 
be done or why was this not done. Well people if you do not come out 
and help then you should have nothing to say, so come out and volunteer. 
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This executive is doing the best job that we can with the limited amount 
of volunteers. It is time this membership started to come out and support 
this executive and the branch or we will find out sooner than later that 
this branch will not be here.  
Below are the duties of the Branch President and the Executive members 
who oversee the running of the branch, review all requests for donations 
and make decisions to present to the General membership. These 
important roles are taken seriously and a great amount of effort and time 
is taken so the general membership can feel confident that the requests 
have been given due diligence and a proper decision has been made. If 
you wish to nominate someone to run for a position, make sure that they 
are willing to take on any assigned duties that the president assigns them. 
What we do not need again are members who only want certain positions 
and are not willing to take on any other position so assigned. This only 
gives the other executive or President double duty’s while they only hold 
the position and title without doing anything. 
BRANCH PRESIDENT:  
Be a signing Officer and the Official spokesperson for the Branch. 
Apply knowledge of Legion procedures on an on going basis. 
Preside over all General Meetings and be ex-officio at all other Branch 
committee meetings. 
Conduct the election of or the appointment of members to the executive 
in accordance with the by-laws of the branch.  
Assign elected members to their roles and chairs.  
Provide training to new executive members and committee chairs. 
Currently acts as the Chair person for all general meetings. 
Take on the responsibility of any committee when a chair has not been 
assigned or has left the position. 
In cooperation with the Office Coordinator, manages the day-to-day 
operation of the branch. 
Maintain a $1,0500 signing authority for needed material in the branch. 
Represent the Branch at all levels of the Legion hierarchy. 
Maintain decorum in the branch. . 
Apply Legion behaviour and conduct by-laws rules to the membership. 
Convene disciplinary committees and implements their decisions. 
Organize Branch representation at conventions and conferences.  
Oversee the employment of qualified personnel.  
Oversee and maintain work and remuneration standards for Branch 
employees 
Maintain a positive attitude in the Branch that will result in member 
satisfaction, good business results and a high level of Morale. 
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Maintain continuity between administrations that will result in a high 
level of Morale. 
Maintain an on-going "spirit" of Remembrance of our fallen around the 
branch. 
BRANCH OFFICER: 5 Senior positions in the Legion. 
3 Vice Presidents are selected by nomination and popular vote.  
Treasurer and Secretary, by written application of the candidates and 
approval by the General Body. 
In addition to the same duties as an executive member,  
Branch Officers have the following types of duties: 
Vice Presidents are automatically part of the Zone Council. 
Assist the President in the swearing-in of new members. 
Management of senior committees (Bar Chair, Executive Committee, 
Board of Management, Long Range Planning, Leadership & Planning, 
Nevada, Canada Day etc.) 
Perform the role of "Branch Duty Officer"  
Represent the President and the Branch in an official capacity at various 
functions and activities. 
Be prepared to take over the role of the next level should circumstances 
(illness etc.) warrant a change.  
Assist the Branch executive in the execution of their roles as chairs for 
the various committees. 
Assist in setting the tone for a "Strong Branch Morale" and good 
decorum.  
Assist in the development of new roles and procedures 
Have an understanding of Legion practices and procedures (experience). 
Have basic knowledge of Business practices and financial reporting.  
Be a Team Player. Run a Branch/committee meeting. 
Present a report to the Executive council & the General Body 
EXECUTIVE: (10 positions) Nominated & Elected by the General 
Body to Specific Chairs or to the General Council. 
Specific Chairs: Chaplain, Service Officer, Membership, Sgt.-at-Arms, 
Sports 
General Council: 5 general executive council members occupy 
committees such as Entertainment, Youth Ed., Ways & Means, Legion 
Week, Regalia, Public Relations and Track & Field, 
Must be a member in good standing and have attended at least 5 General 
Meetings in the past 12 months. Basic elected position in the Legion.  
Members of the Branch council who sit in the role of providing input to 
the preparation of policy, procedures and direction of the Branch and 
bringing these issues to the General Branch Body for their decision. 
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Chair one or more Branch committees and staff, manage, report on the 
activities of the committees to the executive council, and propose 
changes in policy, procedure and direction to the executive council. 
11 Executive Meetings, 10 General Meetings, Door Duties/Duty Officer 
assignments, Zone/District council, Branch Parades, Legion Services for 
Branch members who have passed on. 
 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 tjgyselinck@aol.com 
 

1st Vice President  Wayne Powell 
 
The current year for the Branch Executive is quickly coming to an end. 
Wow! How the year has breezed by.  For me, it has been an honour and a 
pleasure to serve as 1st Vice President for another term.  There have been 
some minor roadblocks, however, with a dedicated and hard working 
executive, we have managed to overcome the adversities and keep the 
Branch going. 
Elections 
At the May General Meeting, you the members, will be asked, to elect a 
new slate of executive to run the Branch on your behalf.  Do not take this 
task lightly. Consider carefully, those who will be best suited to keep the 
Branch operating in the best interests of the membership. 
Canada Day 
The 2009 Canada Day Committee has been meeting and working hard to 
make this year’s event a memorable and successful celebration.   
The Parade will step off at 1100 hrs.  
Bacon on a bun will start serving at 900 hours.   
Other food will be available from 1100 hrs.   
Live entertainment in the Beer Garden- 1500 hrs to 1900 hrs 
Kids Games - 1200 hrs to 1600 hrs 
Meat Roll in the Lounge –all afternoon 
Horseshoe tournament –Time T.B.A. 
Craft and Bazaar Sale –1 pm – 4 pm. 
These are just a few of the events in the works 
Hours of Canada Day Operation will be from 1100 hrs. until 2000 hrs. 
The Branch will close at 2000 hrs. (8:00pm) 
If you can volunteer to help, or have ideas, please let Ian Pierson or 
myself know.  The more help we have, the smoother the day will run.  
Every member, where possible, should come and celebrate Canada Day 
and the 75th Anniversary of Branch 258 serving Veterans and our 
community. 
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Golf Tournament 
We are in the early planning stages for the 2nd Annual Branch 258 Golf 
Tournament.  It will be similar to last year and hopefully with a larger 
turn out. This will be a fun day to raise funds for the Branch.  Watch for 
posters as the weather gets warmer.  If you have contacts to have prizes 
donated, it would be appreciated. 
Poppy Campaign 
It is not too early to be thinking about the 2009 Poppy Campaign. How 
about thinking of Branch 258’s - 75th Anniversary- and setting a goal of 
$1 000.00 per year - that we have served our veterans?   $75 000.00 this 
year, with the help of all Branch members is achievable.  Think about it. 
Upcoming Meetings 
April General Meeting - April 13th - 8:00 pm – Nominations 
May General Meeting- May 4th - 8:00 pm – Elections 
Without the support of Branch members we will not thrive.  We 
need you! Remember: United - We stand, Divided - We Fall 
 Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
 

2nd Vice President John Bow 
Some people ask if they are a Canadian Forces’ Veteran.  A Canadian 
Forces’ Veteran is a former member of the Canadian Armed Forces who 
has put on a Canadian Forces’ uniform in service to our country; being 
released with an honourable discharge; and met all the professional 
military classification requirements of the Department of National 
Defence. 
To recognize the contribution that Canada Force members have made to 
Canada, the Canadian government has passed the Canadian Forces 
Member and Veterans Re-establishment and Compensation Act, 
commonly known as the New Veterans Charter which represents the 
most sweeping changes to Veterans’ benefits and services in the past 50 
years.  It can be summed up in one word – “wellness”.  These programs 
and services offer; one-to-one case management; rehabilitation; financial 
benefits; group health insurance; job placement assistance; the lump sum 
disability award and other allowances; and support to families.  These 
help traditional war service Veterans to live with dignity and 
independence. Members of the Reserves may be eligible for the 
programs and services if they are not medically released, as long as they 
have a rehab need related to service. 
According to the Ritual and Insignia Manual (#604) it defines a Veteran 
as any person who is serving or has honourable served in the Armed 
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Forces of Canada, the Commonwealth, or its’ wartime allies; or who has 
served in the Merchant Navy or Ferry Command during wartime. 
Keep in mind our Veterans’ Affairs Canada counsellor is available to 
visit us on the 2nd Thursday of any month at 1400 hours providing I am 
notified at least 2 weeks in advance. 
 Yours in Comradeship John 
 

3rd Vice President Ian Pierson 
Branch Nominations 
I would like to remind everyone that this is your Legion and you need to 
attend the General Meetings to ensure that you have your say in how 
your Legion is run.  
At the April General Meeting (April 13 - 8:00 pm), nominations for your 
Legion Executive will be held. Come out and ensure that the people you 
want to run your Legion are nominated to the positions where they can 
best help run your Legion. Remember, this should not be a popularity 
contest; you should nominate people who have the skills to work 
effectively at running your Legion. In order to help make the 
nominations run smooth, you should remember the following:  

 If you are going to nominate someone, you must have their 
agreement to run (it is sometimes embarrassing to the nominee to stand 
at the front of the room and decline the nomination when they did not 
want to be nominated in the first place).  

 The nominee must be at the meeting, or they must have 
submitted a letter stating that they will accept the nomination.  
Branch Elections 
NOTE: the May General Meeting will be held on the first Monday of the 
month, rather than the second Monday of the month. This is a change 
from our normal schedule. At the May General Meeting (May 4 – 8:00 
pm), Elections for the Legion Executive will be held. Come out and 
ensure that you vote for the people you want to run your Legion. If you 
do not come out to vote, then you should not complain if your candidate 
does not get elected.  
Please remember, we need 50 voting members to attend each 
General Meeting in order to have a quorum. Legion business can not 
be conducted at the General Meeting without this quorum.     
Branch 258 75th Anniversary / Canada Day 
This year we are celebrating the 75th Anniversary of our branch. Due to 
financial considerations, we will be combining our 75th Anniversary 
celebration with our Canada Day celebration.  
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With this years combined   celebration falling on a Wednesday, I hope a 
lot of our members will be able to find some time to come to the branch 
and celebrate with us.  
The combined 75th Anniversary / Canada Day Committee will need 
volunteers leading up to the event and also on the day of the event. If you 
have a few hours to spare, please let the Committee members know. 
With your support and help, we can all make this a great 75th 
Anniversary / Canada Day celebration. Look for further information 
posted within the Legion and in the Highlander.  
Volunteerism 
Volunteerism (the practice of using volunteer workers), is the backbone 
of your Legion. We are always looking for volunteers to help in many 
different areas. If you have some spare time and would like to volunteer 
your services, please contact one of the members of the Executive. 
We need both skilled and unskilled volunteers. The work can range from 
fixing the lawn mowers or cutting the grass in the summer; to removing 
snow in the winter. We sometimes need electricians and plumbers, other 
times we could use the services of a general contractor. Sometimes we 
could use organizational skills to help set up and run functions, other 
times we could use ticket sellers. Sometimes all we need is you to come 
out and support your Legion with your participation in our functions. 
www.rcl258.com. For those of you who have access to the Internet, we 
have been updating our Event Calendar. Go to www.rcl258.com and 
click on Legion Events to see what is going on at the branch. We plan to 
keep the calendar up to date. If you want to see anything added to this 
calendar, please let me know.  Yours in Comradeship Ian  
 

Treasurer's Report Ron Skopyk 
 
You may recall from my previous Highlander report that I had expressed 
some disappointment regarding the defeat of my motion to increase bar 
prices by approximately 7%. Since then, there were two related events. 
First there was a moved and carried motion from the general body to 
effectively raise prices by approximately 3% which is equivalent to 
raising a pint of domestic draught beer by 10 cents. As a result, all 
requirements for implementing these price changes were quickly put into 
effect. Then again, at the last general meeting held on March 9/09, 
another motion from the floor was moved and carried which allowed bar 
prices to be raised by another 4% on average which is equivalent to 
raising a pint of domestic draught beer by another 15 cents. What this did 
was to effectively raise prices this year by an average of 7%.  
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The end result was the same as my original motion which was defeated 
earlier. These are strange days. 
The installation of our new PROBAR liquor dispensing system in the 
lounge bar was successful with just a few minor initial hiccups. We are 
still working to integrate the changes resulting from the new reporting 
formats. Monthly reporting is still in a developmental stage. We have 
verified our new capability of making price changes remotely from the 
Branch office coordinator’s computer. The banquet hall bar still remains 
on the old system thus requiring a manual consolidation of financials and 
statistics with those of the new system. Until such time that we install a 
similar system in the banquet hall, banquet hall bar price changes will 
still require the burning of computer chips. I consider all this a work in 
progress. 
We are carefully watching our general account balance after having paid 
out the first two instalments for the new liquor dispensing system. We 
still have one more to go, i.e. a final payment 30 days after a complete 
installation and implementation. 
 
At the time of my writing this report, official financials were only 
available through Jan/09. The first 8 months of our fiscal year shows a 
profit position of approximately $3k. Although this is a drop of about 
$10k from the Dec/08 report, it is still about an $18k improvement over 
the same 8 month period last year. 
 

Revenue and Expense 
Items ($000) 

June 2008 
to 

Jan. 2009 

June 2007 
to 

Jan. 2008 

Increase 
or 

(Decrease) 

Branch Revenues 462.0 463.2 (1.2) 

Branch Expenses 458.8 478.1 (19.3) 

TOTAL Profit (Loss) 3.2 (14.9) 18.1 
 
Current indications are that the Branch is still on track for a net annual 
profit of around $20k. Again, this assumes that the assumptions for the 
remaining 4 months in our fiscal year’s forecast will hold. 
 
Bank balances (as of February 26, 2009): 
General Account:             $12,475           Lottery Account:        $12,595 
Charitable Account:           $6,155 
 Yours in comradeship, Ron 
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Chaplain's Report Don E. Wilson 
 

Herbert Danter (1920-2009)  
Herb was a member of the RCA in WW11 and had been an Ordinary 
member of the Legion since 1949. 
Margaret  Carnell (1924-2009) 
Margaret was a member of the RCAF in WW11 and had been an 
Ordinary member of Branch 258 since 2003 
George Altpeter (1918-2009)  
George was a member of the RCAF in WW11 and had been an 
Ordinary member of Branch 258 since 2003. 
Ernest Balm (1924-2009)  
Ernest was a member of the CARMY in WW11 and had been an 
Ordinary member of Branch 258 since 1984. 
Arthur Smith (1921-2009)  
Arthur was a member of the RN in WW11 and had been an Ordinary 
member of Branch 258 since 1969. 
May O’Brien (1924-2009)  
May was a member of the WREN in WW11 and had been an Ordinary 
member of Branch 258 since 1988. 
Ivor Betteridge (1931-2009)  
Ivor was a member of the RAF and had been an Ordinary member of 
Branch 258 since 1961 
They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; Age shall not 
weary them, Nor the years condemn; At the going down of the sun, 
And in the morning, We Will Remember Them
 

7 Oaks Doug Rickey 
Sunnybrook. Les Lauzon, Norman Carnell 335 West Bldg ‘L’, 

Marg Ackeroyd, Don Jacob , Howard Mills 
In Residence Tony 
Stacey Centre 

Mary Chadwick, Geoffrey Colley,  Kenneth 
Edmunds, Frank Kane, Mary Moorehead, Mary 
Martland, Blair Parsons, Mary Yardley, 
Dorothy Roach, Alexander Rokitnicki, Barbara 
Vail, Albert Wade, John Wathen, Irene Wessels,   

Bay Ridges Nursing 
Home 

Arthur Smith 

Home Jim Nicholl,  
  

 Respectfully Submitted – In Comradeship, Don  
 chaplain@rcl258.com 
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Membership Report Ian Pierson 
Membership Strength 
Life 29 Ordinary 325 
Associate 699 Affiliate 174 
  TOTAL 1227 

New Members 
I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new member in 
January. Please welcome him to our branch. 
John Edwards Affiliate Voting 

I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new members in 
February. Please welcome them to our branch. 
Nathan Hubbard Associate 
William Wardrope Affiliate Voting 

I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new members in 
March. Please welcome them to our branch. 
Nick Andreoff Associate 
Brent Closs Affiliate Voting 
Pauline Platt Affiliate Voting 

Members who have Re-joined the Branch 
The following members re-joined the Branch in January and February. 
Please welcome them back to our branch. 
Robert Collis Associate 
Gordon Craigen Associate 
Debra Dion Associate 
Mike Hennigar Associate 
Scott Humphrey Associate 
Jonathan Lee Ordinary 
William Seyers Ordinary 
Lee Shearing Associate 
Larry French Associate 
Lewis Morris Ordinary 

Please take a few moments to make these Members feel Welcome. 
District ‘D’ Veterans Dinner 
The District ‘D’ Veterans Dinner will be held on Sunday April 5th 2009 
at branch 258. Verna Burness has put a lot of time and effort into 
arranging this event for you. I hope you show her your appreciation; and 
I hope everyone who attends has a wonderful time.    
 Yours in Comradeship, Ian 
 membership@rcl258.com 
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Public Relations                  David Adamson 
I continue to advertise Branch activities passed on to me. As a reminder, 
please give to me in writing any information you wish to have placed in 
the Scarborough Mirror. Some upcoming events that may be of interest 
to our membership include the following: 
a) Our Seniors Association has arranged luncheons for seniors on the last 
Tuesday of each month from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at a cost of $2.50 
per person at Branch 258.  A cash bar will be available. 
b) A tribute showcase and dinner will be held at Branch 258 on Friday, 
April 17, 2009. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 7:00 p.m. with the 
show starting at 8:30 p.m.  Starring Marcus Wells as Elvis, Doc Johnson 
as Roy Orbison, Steve Hunt as Willie Nelson and Memphis Motion as 
the Sounds of Yesterday. Tickets are $15.00 per person. Contact Irene at 
(416) 281-2992 for tickets and additional details. 
c) Next Bluegrass Sundays scheduled for March 22 and April 19 in the 
banquet hall at Branch 258 starting at 2:00 p.m.  Cost is $20.00 per 
person and supper is available following the concerts and jam sessions 
continue to 8:00 p.m.  Contact Judy at (416) 779-2627 for tickets and 
additional details.   Yours in comradeship, David 
 

Past President                David Adamson 
 
Nominations will be held at our next Branch General Meeting on April 
13, 2009 starting at 8:00 p.m.  There are criteria for candidates in order 
to be eligible to stand for election, i.e. minimum number attendance at 
general meetings. Additional specific details check with the office. 
Elections will be held at the General Meeting on May 4, 2009 starting at 
7:30 p.m. 
These are important meetings and all branch members in good standing 
should plan to attend.  Be sure to bring your membership card on May 4, 
2009 in order to get a ballet book. 
District 'D' elections will be held at Branch 258 in the banquet hall 
commencing at 9:00 a.m. on April 26, 2009.  The Ontario 
Provincial Convention will be held in Burlington from May 9, 2009 to 
May 13, 2009.      
I trust that you survived the cold winter months along with the effects of 
the flu and as the weather improves, we hope to see you out at the 
many functions that are available at the branch. All the best. 
      
     Yours in comradeship, David  
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Honours and Awards      David Adamson  
 
Branch 258 Honours and Awards presentation this September 20, 2009.  
Included in the Highlander is an application form for members to submit 
for their years of services pin.  As a reminder, the pins are awarded for 
completed years of services.  Additional details pertaining to the event 
will be posted at the Branch. See page 26 for the application form. 
      
     Yours in comradeship, David  
 

Fire Coordinator Report           David Fowler 
 
All fire extinguishers checked out okay. The hood range over the stove 
fire extinguisher was okay. All the exit lights are working okay. 
The fire panel checked out okay. 
We had our annual fire inspection a few days ago.  Everything is O.K. 
except we need to replace 5 fire extinguishers due to the expiry date 
being this year.  These are 5 lb and 10 lb ABC’s and can probably be 
purchased cheaper on sale at a retail outlet. 
The hood range over the stove extinguisher is due for its annual test this 
year. 
We need to replace the batteries in the emergency lighting system.  They 
will also expire this year.  Yours in Comradeship, David 
 
Building Chairman  David Fowler 
 
The timer for the outside lights has been replaced.  The slider switch for 
the dimmer in the banquet hall shades has been fixed. 
The temperatures in the walk-in freezer and fridge are at the proper 
temperature. 
Many other minor jobs have been done around the branch. 
 Yours in comradeship, David 

 
House Chairman Report  Doug Stevens 
 
Halls going to be painted March 21, 2009, work around the house 
has been done and thanks to Dave Fowler who is working with me 
as House Chairman 

   Yours in Comradeship, Doug 
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                     Canada Day 2009  
                     Royal Canadian Legion 

        Highland Creek Branch 258 
    45 Lawson Road, West Hill, M1C 2J1 Tel: (416) 281-2992          

  Everyone Is Welcome  
      Join Us in this Celebration 

 

Wednesday July 1st - Canada Day 
11AM - Parade from Salvation Army Parking Lot to the Legion. 

 
Live Entertainment: 3pm - 7pm      Music for Everyone – Outdoor Stage 
                                                             Live Band - Reminising 
Refreshments           11 am – 7pm    Outdoor Beer Garden 
                                   11 am – 4pm    In the lounge 
Meat Roll                    1 pm – 8pm    In the lounge  
MINI-MIDWAY        Noon - 4pm    Games for Children of all ages 
All Day Food:       9 am – 12 noon  Bacon-on-a-bun 
                                    11 am – 4pm    Hot dogs, hamburgers, soft drinks 
Bazaar / Craft show    1pm - 4pm in the Banquet Hall 
Horseshoe Tournament Entrance fee $3.00 - all prize money distributed 
Toronto Police Services Displays – All Day 
  “Bring Your Own Chair” for added comfort 
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April 2009 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 1 2 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

3 4 
Grant 
Smead 

5  
No Sunday 
Brunch 
 
Veterans 
Dinner 

6 
 

7 
Seniors 
Executive 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

8 
 

9 
VAC 1400hrs
 
Scarborough
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 
 

10 
 

11 
Ian Hunt 

12 
Pub Sunday 
Rocky 
Bridges 
 

13 
General 
Meeting  
Nominations 
2000hrs 

14 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs  
 
 

15 
Scarborough
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

16 
LA  
General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

17 
 

18 
Paul Evans 

19 
Sunday 
Brunch 
 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

23 
Branch Exec
1930 hrs 
 

24 
 

25 
Rob Martine 

26 
No Pub 
Sunday 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 29 30 
 

  

         Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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May 2009 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   1 2       
Paul Evans 
 
 

3 
Sunday 
Brunch 
 

4 
General 
Meeting  
Elections 
1930hrs 

5 
Seniors 
Executive 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

6 
 

7 
LA Exec 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

8 
 

9 
Rob 

10 
Pub Sunday 
J & J 
Entertainment 
 

11 
 

12 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs  
 
 

13 
Scarborough
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

14 
VAC 1400hrs
 
Scarborough
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 

15 
 

16 
Ron Russell 

17 
Sunday 
Brunch 
 
Karaoke 
Lounge 
3 PM 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21   LA 
General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 

Board  
Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Pub Sunday 
 
 
 

25 
 

26 27 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

28 
Branch 
Exec 
1930 hrs 
 

29 30 
Gary Hooper 

31 
Gary Hooper 

      

Regular Weekly Activities 
 Euchre  

1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
nights 
 

Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 

Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Branch  
Work Party  
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 

Note to members: Sometimes it is necessary to change DJ in the event 
they are not available due to illness. This calendar is made in advance 
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JOIN US FOR OUR 
CANADA DAY CELEBRATION 

 
CRAFT & HOME SENSE SHOW 

 
Wed, July 1st, 2009 

10 am – 3 pm in the Banquet Hall 
 

Vendors Wanted 
Tables $25.00 + Door Prize 

 
45 Lawson Road, Highland Creek 

 
CONTACT: Joy @ 416-269-7376 

Email:  camand@hotmail.com 
 
 
Sports Report Doug Stevens 
 
Teams going to Provincial darts include 1 doubles team (Earl Rowe and 
Bruce Pierce), 2 Singles (Rob Skillicorn and Derek Norman). 
Zone Shuffleboard 4 teams advancing (Terri and Jim Gyselinck)  
(Erwin Boes and Mikael Shestowsky) (Doug Stevens and Neil Lockhart) 
(Wayne Powell and Jim Greenwood). 
I would like to thank Dennis and Bill Collins for doing the work in the 
Sports Lounge. 
Sports have brought in $2078.00 for the months of January and February. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Doug 

 

Royal Canadian Legion,  
Branch 258 
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Colour Guard Bill Kinnaird 
 
Comrades, again your guard has been very busy going to the Conlins 
Road overpass. We have been there every month of this New Year. 
March, we have been there twice along with branch members, members 
from the L.A. and the public. 
 
The soldier’s names are as follows; Trooper Brian Richard Good, Sapper 
Sean Greenfield, Warrant Officer Dennis Raymond Brown, Cpl. Dany 
Fortin, Cpl. Kenneth Q’uinn and Trooper Marc Diab. 
                              ( We Will Remember Them) 
I guess by now that you all know that I like to blow my horn about your 
Guard. This report is no different. We are starting into our busy season 
and we are starting off by helping in the kitchen with the peeling of about 
200 lbs of potatoes that will be for the Old Sweats Diner that is coming 
up and we will be carrying in the Colours under the direction of Captain 
Al French. 
 
In April, we will be assisting with a Casino afternoon at Sunnybrook 
Hospital K-Wing. Again, this is for Our Veterans. 
Again we are looking for ways to get our uniforms replaced. Let’s face 
it, the Guard was formed in 1966 and most of the tunic and kilts are of 
that age.  
 
We will be coming up with ideas for a fundraiser so that we will not have 
to go to the Branch for the money. The last time we did this, we obtained 
new flag poles that were badly needed and did not ask the branch for 
financial support. We are hoping for the same this year. 
 
Four members of the Colour Guard along with 4 member of Branch 258 
represented Branch 258 at the Zone Euchre Tournament on Sunday 
March 8th. I am happy to announce that 2 members of the Guard and 2 
members from 258 will be representing this Branch at the Provincial 
Finals. They are John Bow, Janet Philips, Susan Deschenses and Bill 
Kinnaird. This will be held May 2nd in Amherstburg Ont. The other 
members of the euchre team are Jackie LePage, Audrey Maher, Shaun 
Raggobeer and Henk Karelsen. 
 
           Yours in Comradeship, Bill 
           Colour Guard Chairman 
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Regalia  Carol Meere 
The Legion has issued this stunning pin to commemorate the VIMY 
memorial as an eternal reminder of the sacrifice by our troops for 
courage and principles. 

On Easter Sunday, April 9, 1917, 100,000 
Canadian soldiers stormed and captured 
Vimy Ridge in France. It was one of the 
great victories of World Way 1. Although 
the cost to Canada was high, historians say 
this victory marked the birth of Canada as a 
Nation. It was the first battle in which all 
units of the Canadian Army fought together, 
and their success was overwhelming. 

After the war, the Canadian government determined the battle should 
always be remembered and decided to build a monument at Vimy 
Ridge. Canada put forth a great effort in building the Vimy Memorial as 
an eternal reminder of the sacrifice for courage and principles.  
In addition to the 
commemorative pin, this 
baseball cap has also been 
made available. 
 
We can also order Vimy car 
magnets and T-shirts on 
request.  

The Legion has issued this stunning pin to commemorate the treaty to 
end hostilities that had ravaged Europe for more than four years.  

At the darkest hour before the dawn on 11 
November 1918, a train car sat in a forest 
50 kilometres north of Paris. Inside, a 
treaty was signed to end hostilities that 
had ravaged Europe for more than four 
years. Six hours later, at the 11th hour on 
the 11th day of the 11th month, the guns fell 
silent.  

These pins are very difficult to obtain. Dominion Supply has been out 
of stock for a couple of months now and they are unable to get any 
more. We have a very limited supply of these pins. When they are gone, 
we will not be able to get any more. 
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The Legion has issued this stunning pin to 
commemorate the Normandy invasion.  
Of all the significant events of the 20th 
Century, the Normandy Invasion on 6 June 
1944 was the most important, changing the 
course of history. It marked the beginning of 
the end of Nazi rule in Europe and 
ultimately led to the development of the 
modern world. Canada made a major 
contribution to the D-Day attack by taking 

 

responsibility for one of the five beachheads, known forever afterwards 
as Juno Beach. 14,000 Canadian troops by ship and 450 by parachute 
landed in the early hours of that fateful day, supported by the Royal 
Canadian Navy and the Royal Canadian Air Force. Juno Beach 
represents the will of Canada as a nation to preserve and defend freedom 
and democracy, not only for ourselves but also for others saddled with 
the yoke of oppression 
The following baseball cap has also 
been issued to commemorate this 
milestone in Canadian history. 
 
We can also order T-shirts and a 
watch on request.  

 
 

 

It seems like everywhere you look these days, 
you’ll see a “ribbon” campaign. If you trace the 
tradition back to its origin, you’ll find the practice 
of wearing a yellow ribbon for a loved one away 
from home in military service. We are getting back 
to the roots of the tradition by offering a 24kt gold 
plated ribbon lapel pin. 

This ribbon is refreshingly simple, adorned only with our well-known 
Poppy and Maple Leaf motif. Suitable for wear on a variety of 
occasions, it looks great on Blues & Grays, dress coat, and also looks 
quite stunning on a ladies black dress suit or pant suit.  
All of these items are selling fast. Should something take your interest 
please see me or call me, my phone number is on the back of the 
Highlander and as many of you know, I’m usually here Saturday nights.  

     Yours in Comradeship, Carol 
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Entertainment/Ways and Means  Irene Stevens 
 
Since the last report for the month of February and March monies handed 
over the Branch is as follows: 
Sunday Brunch February   1, 2009 $359.00 
Sunday Brunch February 15, 2009 $295.50 
Sunday Brunch March       1, 2009 $301.00 
Pub Sunday February  8, 2009 $273.00 
Pub Sunday February 22, 2009 $868.00   
Pub Sunday March       8, 2009 $364.00 
All the above amounts do not include expenses this is just the Net 
amount to Branch. 
 
Donations from the above events:    
February 14, 2009     $350.00 
February 22, 2009     $100.00 
February 22, 2009 (Sale of Sandwiches Blue Grass) $  80.00 
 
Seniors’ Roast Beef luncheon February 24, 2009  $164.00 
 
The Roast Beef dinner for Seniors’ was a success and the feedback was 
very positive.  We are expecting a bigger attendance at the end of March 
as the word has spread that it was a good dinner.  This is a good way to 
get our community come and see the facilities the Branch has to offer 
and perhaps we could gain more members.  The next dinner will be on 
Tuesday, March 31st. from 1-3 pm. 
 
Our next Fund Raiser will be on April 17th which is a Dinner/Show 
featuring Legendary Stars – Tribute Showcase starring Marcus Wells as 
Elvis, Doc Johnson as Roy Orbison, Steve Hunt as Willie Nelson and 
Memphis Motion as the Sounds of Yesteryear!  Tickets will be available 
at $15.00 per person which includes dinner.  Please come and support the 
Branch.  See ad on page 27. 
 
We will be holding our Steak and Lobster dinner/show in June.  Will 
keep you posted. 
 
Two of our DJ’s are ill and we send them our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery.  Ron Whitworth and Jim Devine.  Both are responding well to 
treatment.  Jim is at present in the Providence Villa.  We miss them both 
very much as they did a lot for our Branch.  Your prayers are most 
appreciated. 
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We sometimes have a change of DJ for the Saturday dances and it is not 
always possible to inform the members as it could be a sudden change 
between the DJ’s or they may have to cancel because of emergency 
reasons.  You will be kept informed as much as possible. 
 
Karaoke continues to be a good crowd pleaser and Burt Austin does a 
great job with his wide variety of songs.  Thank you to all the karaoke 
members who come out every week to support the Branch.  A special 
“thank you” to Elaine Morrell for doing the donation draw every 
weekend. 
 
Thank you to all the members and guests for their support to Sunday 
Brunches and Pub Sundays without you, we would be able to bring in the 
revenue for the Branch. 
 Yours in Comradeship, Irene 
 
 

Sports Report Doug Stevens 
 
Teams going to Provincial darts include 1 doubles team (Earl Rowe and 
Bruce Pierce), 2 Singles (Rob Skillicorn and Derek Norman). 
Zone Shuffleboard 4 teams advancing (Terri and Jim Gyselinck)  
(Erwin Boes and Mikael Shestowsky) (Doug Stevens and Neil Lockhart) 
(Wayne Powell and Jim Greenwood). 
I would like to thank Dennis and Bill Collins for doing the work in the 
Sports Lounge. 
Sports have brought in $2078.00 for the months of January and February. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Doug 

 

Track and Field  John Zikovitz 
 
The Provincial District “D” indoor meet was held on Saturday January 
31, 2009 at York University.  It was a great day for athletics and 
volunteers alike.  Thank you to the two people from Branch 258 who 
helped on that day.  The District “D” outdoor meet will be held on June 
20, 2009 at York University.  We need volunteers.  There is also a notice 
on the Mail Lounge board re track and field for District “D” they are 
looking for help. 

Yours in Comradeship, John 
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Penny Fund               Dorothy Wells  
 
It was very uplifting to all of us that all the shipments arrived to their 
destinations and were very gratefully received, as least that’s what the 
letters said.  Apparently the items sent were spot on, especially the treats 
from Canada.  Are we going to send more?  Of course the answer is 
YES.  With the funds collected from the penny jar which incidentally is 
$598.00.  Thanks to a lot of caring members like yourselves-It is not a 
sacrifice.  Besides shipping is no trouble and I love spending your money 
on these endeavours?  Parcels will be sent around Easter, how many 
depends on the funds collected from various prospects.  Anyway we will 
do our up most for our guys and girls.  One of the letters stated that some 
of the items put smiles on their faces; that was the main objective.  We 
will continue the sending of the parcels until our troops are home again 
safely with their loves one, families and friends.  Thank you to you all 
for your support, trust and kindness. 
                Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy 
 

Support Our Troops      Dorothy Wells and Rhea Martin  
 
We are hoping to get two shipments out this year, one in April and one in 
October.  We received donations so far this year from Al Armstrong, 
John Vassair, Tom Greenshields, Paula Taylor, Anne Marie Johnson, 
Marnie North, Lay Sibbert, Joann Brooke, Connie Marchment, Shirley 
Simes, and Winnie King.  We thank you for your thoughtfulness and rest 
assured our troops will be happy to receive something from home. 
Also thanks to the participants who went to Rama on February 2nd as the 
funds go to the troops.  Sincere thanks, to the donors who keep dropping 
funds into the jug on the bar. 
We are planning at least two trips to Rama to raise funds.  The first will 
be in late May or early June and the second will be towards the end of 
September.  Anyone that is interested please call Rhea Martin at 416-
281-2992.  The tickets are $5.00 each and that includes your lunch. 
Anyone wanting to make donations, cash or articles, please call Dorothy 
Wells 416-284-1422 or Rhea at the above number. 
We wish all a Happy Easter, the Moms a great Mothers Day and of 
course the Dads a great Fathers Day. 
 
       Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy and Rhea 
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L.A .President Report  Sandy Steele 
Hi Ladies well at the time of writing this it is only one week to spring. 
It’s been a long and cold winter and I hope that you are all well. Not 
much to say in this highlander because not much has been going on. The 
one thing that I would like to remind you all about is the nomination on 
April 16/09. It would be nice to see as many out for this. If any of you 
would like to run for anything and are not sure what the position in tales 
please ask and either I or the person that is doing that job will let you 
know. It would be nice to see some new faces run for something on the 
executive this year. The Robbie Burns night was a great night. I would 
like to thank Ann B, Yvonne T, Shirley M, Susan W, Carl and Ann’s 
daughter and her girlfriend for doing the cooking. It was great. I would 
also like to thank Brenda for selling the tickets she always does a great 
job at what ever dance she does. We have the Veteran’s Dinner on April 
5/09 so if anyone wants to come out and help please let Pat Fisher or 
Audrey Maher know. 
Our Birthday Banquet is on April 11. I will be sending around a list at 
the General Meeting on March 19. If you wish to come you must be a 
paid up member and must have your membership card with you. Call me 
at home if your name doesn’t get on the list and you want to attend. 
Dates to Remember 
April 2/09            Ex Meeting 7.30p.m. 
April 5/09            Veteran’s Dinner 
April 11/09          L.A. Birthday Banquet 
April 16/09          General Meeting and Nomination 7.30p.m 
May 7/09             Ex. Meeting 7.30p.m. 
May 2 1/09          General Meeting and Election 7.30p.m. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Sandy 
 

L.A .Sports Report  Jackie LePage 
 
The ladies have done well this year in hosting our sports events.  We 
hosted Darts Singles and Doubles.  First place singles Ann Harvey, 
Doubles Shirley McMurter and Sue Wilson will also be going to 
Provincial Darts in Mount Hamilton.  Good Luck Ladies.   
 
In Euchre Alma Bucci, Betty Moss, Audrey Gordon and Marie Spence 
places first at Zone and District so will be advancing to Provincials in 
Chatham March 28th, 2009.   
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Cribbage, 2 teams will be advancing to Districts at Branch 11, March 
14th, 2009, Team 1 Alma Bucci, Betty Moss, Audrey Gordon and Marie 
Spence, Team 2 Jackie LePage, Marie Buss, Audrey Maher and Margo 
Hallaikainen.  Good Luck All. 
 
Ladies Provincial Darts will be hosted at Branch 258 on the week of June 
26th & 27th.  The ladies will need lots of help, so any volunteers will be 
welcomed.  I can be reached at the Branch or at 416-431-6379. 
 
 Yours in Comradeship, Jackie 
 

Branch 258 Banquet Hall 
 

We have a modern fully equipped, air 
conditioned facility available for weddings, 
banquets, parties, dances for up to 192, and 

meetings up to 250 
 

Free parking on premises, Handicap facilities 
 

Complete catering facilities on premises 
 

For complete details on availability and rental 
rates,  

Contact: Pat Fisher (416) 282-5290 (Home)   
or Audrey Maher (416) 282-3337 (Home)   

(416) 281- 2992 x 40 (Branch) e-mail: 
hallrentals@rcl258.com 

 
We are now taking bookings for 2009, but 
dates are filling up fast. Book soon so you will 
not be disappointed.  
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BLUEGRASS SUNDAYS 2009 
 

Northern Bluegrass Committee  
Winter Concert Series  

 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258,  

45 Lawson Road, Scarborough 
 
March 22 Junior Sisk and Ramblers Choice and  

the Canucky Bluegrass Boys 
 

April 19 The Wildwood Valley Boys and 
Hard Ryde 

 
Concerts begin at 2 p.m. 

Tickets $20 
Supper at 5 p.m. ($7.00) 
Jam Session until 8 p.m. 

 
                   Everyone Welcome!          

Email:  bgsundays@aol.com 
Phone:  416-779-2627 

 
Sponsored by:  The Orono Bluegrass and Old Tyme 
Country Jamboree, The Marmora Country Jamboree,  
The Tottenham Bluegrass Festival, Pineridge Bluegrass 
Club, Athlone Studios and Sound, RCL 258, 

The Northern Bluegrass Committee,  
Comfort Inn – Pickering. 
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Request for Service Pin 
 
Name__________________________ Legion # ___________________    
   
Address___________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________   Phone_____________________ 
 
Years of Service Pin requested:     5 10   15       20     25      30     
Circle one number.      35    40 45       50     55      
 

Life__________ Ordinary___________ Associate __________ 
 

Please return your form to David Adamson 
before July 31st, 2009 

   

 

A motion was passed at the January General meeting that 
the Highlander be reduced to four times a year and at the 
February General meeting that all members within a 50 
km radius of the branch have the Highlander discontinued 
except those that are over 75 years old or those unable for 
come to the branch to pick up their Highlander. This form 
is for those individuals to submit so they can continue to 
receive the Highlander by mail.  
Full Name:............................................................................ 
Membership Number: .....................................................…. 
Address:  .........................................................................…. 
City:     ...................................  Prov: ...........................…… 
Postal Code: ............................ Tel.# ........................……… 

 I wish to have my Highlander mailed to me because  
      I am over 75 years old. 

 I wish to have my Highlander mailed to me because  
      I am unable to pick it up.     
This form must be submitted no later than May 15, 2009    
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Ways & Means Fund Raiser  
Friday, April 17th, 2009 

45 Lawson Road 
RCL Branch 258 

 
Legendary Stars – 

Tribute Showcase & Roast Beef Dinner 
Starring Marcus Wells as Elvis, 
Doc Johnson as Roy Orbison, 

Steve Hunt as Willie Nelson and 
Memphis Motion as the Sounds of Yesteryear!! 

 
Price of Tickets:  $15.00 – sorry no refunds. 

For tickets please call 416-281-2992 X24  
ask for Irene Stevens. 

 
Doors Open at 6 pm/Dinner at 7 pm 

Show at 8:30 pm. 
 

Cash Bar   Dance floor Open. 
50s & 60s Music in between performers. 
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Home Improvements 
Eaves troughs – Aluminium – Galvanized Copper 

Soffit – Facia – Siding 
Thermo Replacement Windows 

Interior / Exterior Painting 
Lighting and Plumbing Fixtures 

General Maintenance 
Over 35 years of satisfied homeowners 

Dean Caster 
Member – Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258   (416) 821-9380 

 

 

            

 


