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 President’s Message     Jim Gyselinck 
 

Our Saturday Meat roll, Pub Sunday’s and our Sunday 
Brunch are very well attended, thanks to all the hard work by our 
limited amount of volunteers. 

Our New Years Eve dance was a successful evening. We 
also held our Branch Presidents Levee on January 1 and it was a 
great success thanks to the volunteers, and the members of 258 and 
other branches that came out and the Fire Fighter pipe band along 
with some members of our old pipe band that entertained all the 
guests. 

We held a Robbie Burns night on Jan. 26 and a Valentine’s 
dance will be held on Feb. 16. Please come out and support your 
branch at all up coming events. 

At our December General Meeting, the Senior’s donated  
$1,000.00 to the Branch. Thank you for all your support. 

Branch 258 will again host the Old Sweats Dinner on April 
15/07 with the plans well underway. 

Our public Speaking will be held on Sunday Feb.11. 
 

        Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 tjgyselinck@aol.com 
 
1st Vice President                    Wayne  Powell 

 
I hope one and all had a great festive season.  Now it’s time 

to get down to work.  There are so many areas within the branch to 
which you can lend your support and consider participating in any 
of the following areas: Work party, Entertainment and Special 
events, Ways and Means committee, Sunday Brunch, Pub Sunday. 

All of these groups save our branch money or raise funds 
for the branch. If you have a problem contacting any the people 
listed on the back of the Highlander, contact any one of the other 
officers or me and we’ll get you involved. If we don’t all start 
pulling together and support our branch, then we might as well 
lock the doors. 
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With a positive outlook, the Canada Day Committee held 
its first meeting on January 22, 2007.  There will be more on our 
plans in next month’s Highlander. Come on out and help out – be 
part of the solution. 

In this publication you will find the financial statement or 
the 2006 Poppy Campaign.  Again, this would not have been the 
success it was had it not been for the unselfish effort and long 
hours of dedication from Pat Freeman and Ian Pierson.  I cannot 
express enough, my personal gratitude to these two individuals for 
teaching me the ropes.  Thank you also to each and every one of 
you who found it within yourself to honour your oath as a member 
of this great organization. 

For those of you who for reasons of poor health, caring for 
loved ones in poor health or unable to cope with the elements, we 
understand and wish you nothing but good health. 

For the rest of you, what is your excuse? 
Remember, United we stand, Divided we fall.   

          
       Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
 

Royal Canadian Legion  
Poppy Tag Day Report 

 
Date: JAN. 9, 2007      Branch # 258      Zone 'D'    5    
 
Total Branch Receipts [ Yr ]   $58,499.34  
Less: Poppies and Supplies  $9,448.50 
Less: Sun Ad    $1,011.70 
Campaign Expenses   $2,830.78 
 
Total Expenses     $13,290.98 
  

Net Receipts   $45,208.36 
 
District, 5% Of Net Receipts   $  2,260.42 
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Past President’s Report     David Adamson 
 
I trust everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year. 

It has been a long time since I can recall not enjoying a 'white' 
Christmas; however, on the positive side it was safer for driving 
and there was no need to get out the snow removal equipment. 
Like a number of other people I learned, I experienced flu like and 
respiratory symptoms that confined me to the house and so I was 
limited in my trips and visits to the Branch. Just about 100% better 
as I write this report. 

Before I was became incapacitated with the flu symptoms, 
arrangements were made for Fern Regan and I to personally visit 
and distribute the annual donation Christmas cheques to the local 
churches in our area. Unfortunately, Fern had to enter hospital and 
was unable to attend with me. I can report that the people I spoke 
with were as always very appreciative of the kindness and good 
will of Legion Branch 258's donation and assured me that the 
money would be put to good use. I am happy to report that Fern 
has made a good recovery and it was a pleasure to see her again at 
our January 8, 2007 general meeting. She is taking on the Youth 
and Education program with her usual vigour as she plans for the 
upcoming speaking program scheduled for February 11, 2007 at 
Branch 258. 

Over the last number of years, it has been a practice to put 
on Christmas shows at Sunnybrook 'K' Wing and at the Tony 
Stacey Centre for Veterans Care and I always looked forward to 
attending as I am sure others did. Renee Kennett along with the 
assistance of her daughter, Rene Susan, and grand daughter, 
Jessica, have been instrumental in co-ordinating the activities on 
behalf of the L.A. Zone D-5. As I understand she took a sabbatical 
this past December 2006; however, no one picked up the ball and 
therefore no shows were performed. Hopefully Renee will return to 
take on this important function or failing this, others will come 
forward. These programs are for the benefit of our remaining 
veterans, which they always enjoyed. 
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As mentioned in my December 2006 report, the question of 
renaming the Memorial Room in the lounge was discussed and 
through a motion that was approved, renamed the Veteran's 
Memorial Room. I should add Les Goodwin has been instrumental 
in maintaining the ambiance of the Room in a respectful and 
pleasant manner befitting the sacrifice of our Veterans. 

In discussion with Verna Heath, Immediate L.A. Past 
President, it was agreed that this year's Honours and Awards would 
take place on Sunday, September 23, 2007. Over the next few 
months, Verna and I will meet again to form a committee to review 
and streamline the program we will have this year. 

Yours in Comradeship, David  
 
Treasurer’s Report  Ron Skopyk 
 
Revenue and Expense 
Items ($000) 

June – 
Nov. 
2006 

June –
Nov. 
2005 

Increase 
or 

(Decrease) 

Branch Revenues 352.0 439.2 (87.2) 

Branch Expenses 383.1 435.8 (52.7) 

TOTAL Profit (Loss) (31.1) 3.4 (34.5) 

On a brief optimistic note, for the month of November 
itself, the Branch’s overall expenses exceeded its income by only 
$35.00. However, our fiscal year to date still shows a deficit 
position of approximately $31k as compared to profit position of 
about $3k last year, which is a $34k decline in profitability. In 
other words, the Branch has paid out so far $31k more this year so 
far than last year at the same time. 

Since the Branch executive committee did not meet in 
December, I will forego any financial comments until next month. 
It is customary to first review any financial statements with the 
executive committee. In fact, it is my intent to invite Mr. Martin 
Welder, our office manager, to the next Branch executive meeting 
scheduled for January 25. Marty and I plan to give an interim fiscal 
year financial report regarding the financial health of our Branch. 
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Bank balances (as of January 8/07): 
General Account:        $6,366     Lottery Account:                 $652 
Charitable Account:   $4,420      Building Savings Fund:  $10,286 
 
Our request was approved to have all costs associated with the 
recent refrigerator repairs be covered by our lottery account. The 
recent transfer of funds from the lottery account to the general 
account shows in the somewhat low lottery account balance.  

  Yours in Comradeship, Ron 
 

Chaplain's Report Don E. Wilson 
 
Arthur Waghorn (1916-2007) 
Arthur was a member of the Guard in WW11 and had been 
an ordinary member of Branch 258 since 1984. 
Lloyd Begley (1920-2006) 
Lloyd had been an ordinary member of Branch 258 since 
1975. 
They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, Nor the years condemn;  
At the going down of the sun, And in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them 
 

Home Don Allen, Fern Regan 
7 Oaks Doug Rickey 
Scarb. Cent. Tom Pound 
Ellesmere Rd. 
Alexis Lodge 

May O’Brien 

Tony Stacey 
Centre 

John MacIndoe, Dorothy Roach, Gertrude May, 
Larry McArdle, Blair Parsons, Edith Robinson, 
Alexander Rokinicki, Anthony Shepard,  
Victor Truman, Frank Kane, Albert Wade,  
Irene Wessels, Merlin Elder, Mary Hallman  

Respectfully Submitted – In Comradeship, Don  
        donwilson@rogers.com 
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Fire Coordinator Report           John Zikovitz 
 
The monthly inspections of the fire extinguishers and all 

emergency lighting are complete and all are in proper working 
order. The fire alarm panel light is green which mean the system is 
working correctly.     Yours in Comradeship, John  
 
House Chairman Report        John Zikovitz 

 
As per my last report to the Highlander, your Work Party 

has been taking advantage of the weather to carry on with many 
chores that usually fall into the spring job jar; this of course keeps 
us ahead of the routine maintenance in maintaining the grounds of 
the Branch.  It was somewhat sad to remove all the Christmas 
decorations throughout the premise, always a reminder that this 
wonderful family time of year is over and we have eleven months 
before putting them back up again.  

One ongoing concern is the picnic tables, during the late 
fall and winter the tables are stood up against trees so that 
rainwater and snow will not sit on them, there seems to be a group 
of people which we believe are teenagers who use the tables as a 
gathering spot.  If you happen to see any of these youths using the 
tables please let the Duty Officer know and or any one of the 
Executive that may be in the Branch.  Several of the table have 
been broken beyond repair and will need replacing.  

You may have noticed that all of the Pipe & Drums plaques 
have been remounted on the wall that is behind the DJs dais.  It 
was a terrific feeling to put these up, as there is so much history 
with our association with the band.  If any former members have 
pictures or other items and would like them put up, please feel free 
to contact me.  

On a happy note it is a pleasure to welcome back Doug 
Stevens and Addie Currie to the "brotherhood", their individual 
hands on approach will only compliment the smooth operation and 
tight camaraderie that exists within our ranks.  We also have two 
new members, which I will introduce to you next month.  

Yours in Comradeship, John 
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Track and Field Report                 Steve Morgan 
 
The Provincial Indoor Meet will be held on February 10th at 

York University.   
Yours in Comradeship, Steve 
 

Cadet Liaison                 Steve Morgan 
 
As mentioned in my report at the General Meeting, here is 

the update on the Cadet’s Regimental Citizen weekend that took 
place on January 13 & 14.   

The Cadets departed from the branch at 9:00 to Casa Loma 
where they were met by some representatives from the QOR 
Association and given a warm welcome as part of the Regimental 
Family. The Cadets were briefed on the Regimental history by 
Captain (ret'd) Peter Simundson, CD who is the QOR Curator of 
the museum. They were then given time to explore the various 
rooms and exhibits. Members of the QOR association made 
themselves available for questions and challenged the Cadets with 
various questions related to the QOR.   

Before departing the QOR museum, there was an 
impromptu ceremony where Lt/Col (ret'd) John Strathy, CD a 
former Commanding Officer of the Regiment presented 4 of the 
Cadets their QOR Cap Badges. During this ceremony when Rfn 
Suntharalingam, Rfn Pellerin, Rfn Kerr and Rfn Archer were 
presented their Cap Badges, Captain S Bridge of the 2281 RCAC 
read out an explanation of the significance of the QOR and the 
origin of the “2” in the QOR Cap Badge. The explanation given 
was that the Second Battalion Volunteer Militia Rifles of Canada 
was authorized in a Militia Order dated April 26th 1860. In 1863 
the name was changed to “The Second Battalion Volunteer Militia 
Rifles” being designated in future “The Queen’s Own Rifles of 
Toronto.” Then, in 1882 the “Queen’s Own Rifles of Toronto” was 
changed to “The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada.”. This was quite 
an exciting event for not only the Cadet’s that received their Cap 
Badges but for everyone that was privileged to witness the 
ceremony by a past Commanding Officer of the QOR. 
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CWO (ret’d) Brian Budden, CD a former Regimental 
Sergeant - Major of The Queen's Own Rifles presented a 
Regimental Catechism to each Cadet and the Officers to further 
increase their knowledge of the proud regiment of which they are a 
part of ”Once In The Queen’s Own always In The Queen’s Own”.  

The Cadets truly were welcomed into the Regimental 
family and extended the hand of friendship with an offer to return 
on another occasion with their own families to explore the museum 
further as a guest of the Association. 

After exploring the rest of the castle and a quick refuelling 
with box lunches provided by the Legion and prepared by the 
Ladies Auxiliary, they were off to Royal Canadian Military 
Institute where our own Major Champion gave them the grand 
tour. Some Cadets were thrilled to see the actual seat of the “Red 
Barron” while others were in awe of being in the world’s best 
military library.   

Their journey led them to Dalton Armoury where they were 
fed dinner by the Cadet Support Committee, taught how to set up a 
cot by Cpl Ng (I wrestled with at least 15 of these contraptions and 
I have the scars to prove it) and a movie night with popcorn. After 
a peaceful night of sleep (judging by the droopy eyes on the Cadets 
and the Officers) their Sunday started off with a rigorous exercise 
routine, pancake breakfast, classroom time and pellet gun training. 
It was quite a weekend that I am sure some of these Cadets will 
speak about for quite some time.     

Thanks to everyone who participated in one-way or another 
to make this event happen for the Cadets.   

On another note, it’s recruiting time again!! The Cadets are 
actively recruiting by going out to various schools and placing ads 
in local community newsletters and papers. Over the past month or 
two these ads have proven successful, as they have brought in 
some new recruits. Their recruitment drive includes buglers and 
drummers – ages 12 to 18 for its band. 2881 RCAC runs a 
conventional cadet program at Sir Oliver Mowat CI on Tuesday 
evenings. Leave a message for Captain Facey at 416-954-1637. If 
anyone knows someone who might be interested in joining please 
pass this information along. 
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Speaking of the band, the Honorary Colonel of the Queen’s 
Own Rifles of Canada Colonel Paul Hughes, CD made a generous 
donation of 30 new bugles to the Cadet Band to help them get this 
program off the ground.  We look forward to hearing them play in 
the future. 

On Tuesday February 6th the Cadets will say goodbye to 
RSM Graham Humphrey. Graham will be submitting a farewell 
report, which I will include in my next report. 

    Yours in Comradeship, Steve 
  
Membership Report      David Morrison  
 

At the 8th of January General Meeting, we welcomed three 
new Associate members to our Branch; they are Beverly and Bill 
Overholt and Karen Tippett.  I do hope that all three enjoy their 
new surroundings.  Next month will see the Membership board up 
to date with not only new members name plates being mounted but 
also all the transfers in and members who have rejoined.  Members 
who have not renewed will be removed.  By then all personnel 
who have yet to renew will have had a telephone call rather than a 
letter.    

I have always tried to remain uplifted so to speak in regards 
to my reports, attempting to keep them light hearted and in some 
ways humorous.  This will not be the case for the February report.  
Several items have bothered me for some time and I would like to 
address them and regardless to the fact that this is posted on the 
internet for all of the world to read, regardless that items should 
not reflect negative thoughts or regardless that the Highlander 
should be airy fairy in its approach to readers.  
Although we enjoy a membership of just under 1500, the Branch 
business is approved by sixty or so members at the monthly 
General Meetings, I for one can understand the low attendance as 
the meetings can be and are somewhat tedious, petty, angry and 
boring. However the direction of this Branch is reflected on the say 
so of few for the benefit of all, to be absent from the meetings and 
offer comments on the results is in my judgement poor taste.  
Attend the meetings; address your concerns in the proper forum.  
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Last years Executive made mistakes for the Year of the 
Veteran and efforts were implemented to appease veterans, to 
smooth and correct oversights deemed overlooked.  Just how far 
down the road do we travel?  We have WW11, Korea, Cold War 
and Peacekeeping members, who have preference over others, 
where do we draw the line, who is a veteran in the eyes of who?   

As the Membership Chairman, I try my hardest to assure 
interested candidates that our Branch is a bloody good organization 
to join, that it can become their social habitat, a place to bring 
friends, to enjoy the company of others in a friendly atmosphere 
where their presence in welcomed and appreciated, that nobody is 
a stranger.  Alas this is far from the truth, more than naught new 
members sit in a corner largely ignored, not a friendly nod or wave 
given.  This is not rare in our Branch, I have experienced the cold 
stares on visits to other Legions, perhaps we could attempt to make 
visitors or new members who do not know anyone feel 
comfortable in our surroundings.  

As a follow up to our Editors comments last month about 
the harassing phone call, I to have been getting this type of call at 
home. My phone number at the branch is on the back of the 
highlander and messages will be answered and Ian or myself will 
return your call as soon as possible. People seem to forget that we 
are volunteers with lives and some of us still work. So when you 
call, leave a polite message. 

As I have stated many times in other editions and 
people fail to read or ignore, Dominion did not update the 
years of service on this years membership cards and they 
will be corrected next year.  

Yours in Comradeship, David 
 

Sports Report                                    David Buss 
 

Well let’s start by saying to everyone HELLO. 
In the month of Jan., our Branch played Cribbage at Branch 13 and 
we took 2nd place with Jackie LePage, Audrey Maher, Rosa 
Shelton and Mary Yardley an will be moving on to District to play 
again for our Branch. We will all be cheering for them to win.  
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By the time this report comes out, our Branch will have 
played Darts and the results of these games will be in the next 
Highlander. All upcoming events will be posted on the sports room 
board for all to see and a sign up list for the event posted. 

In the next Highlander, I will report the amount that the 
pool and shuffleboard tables have made to date. 

        Yours in Comradeship, David 
 
Colour Guard Report           Bill Kinnaird 

 
 There is not much to report as the Guard is in seasonal 

hibernation.  The winter months will find various members away 
chasing the sun and warm/hot weather.  Others will be mending 
their kit getting ready for spring; several others will be doing 
nothing.  I would like to thank members of the Branch for your 
continued support of the Guard and the compliments you throw our 
way.  As you know we are now entering the forty-first year as the 
Guard and we will always stand ready to support the Branch and 
the Executive.  

Yours in Comradeship, Bill 
 
Penny Fund Report           Dorothy Wells  
 

As of this report your funds were $104.50.  We are sending 
10 more packages to Kandahar for our troops.  This will continue 
for as long as it takes.  We ask for items to assist, such as playing 
cards, lotions, small Kleenex packaged, gum, candy, pens and 
stationary.  If you would like to make a donation, I would be happy 
to do the shopping for you. 

We take this time and space to say “THANK YOU” to our 
Senior Association for all the groceries and gifts for the sleigh.  
Salvation Army picked it all up.  There was so much I was able to 
release funds to support our troops.  So it was a win-win situation. 

Again THANK YOU ALL for another year and for your 
generosity and support.  To the Carson Children what can I say, we 
are very proud and humbled by your thoughtfulness.  

Yours in Comradeship, Dorothy 
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    February 2007 
 

    SUN   MON   TUE    WED   THUR   FRI    SAT 
    1 

LA Exec 
1930 hrs 
 

2 
John  
Sigvaldusan 
 

3 
John  
Sigvaldusan 

4 
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am - noon 

5 
 

6 
Seniors 
Exec 
Meeting 
1330hrs 
 

7 
Scarboro 
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

8 
DVA 1400hrs
 
Scarboro 
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 

9 
Ron  
Whitworth 

10 
Ron  
Whitworth 

11 
Pub Sunday  
Gary Peters 
 
Public 
Speaking 

12 
General 
Meeting 
2000hrs 
 

13 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs 
 

14 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

15  
LA General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 
Board Mgnt 
2000hrs 
 

16 
Ron Russell 
 
Valentines 
Dance 
Rocky 
Bridges 

17 
Victor Chin 
 

18 
Sunday 
Brunch 
10am – noon 
 
Bluegrass 
Sunday 
Banquet Hall 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Branch Exec
1930 hrs 
 

23 
Paul Evans 
 

24 
Paul Evans 

25 
Pub Sunday  
Rocky Bridges 
 
Korea Vets 
Meeting 
1300hrs 

26 
 

27 28    

   

          Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
Nights 

LA Bingo 
7pm 
 
 
Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
 

Branch  
Work Party 
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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           March 2007 
 

    SUN   MON   TUE    WED   THUR   FRI    SAT 
    1 

LA Exec 
1930 hrs 
 

2 
Bill 
Van Huyse 
 
Dug Out  
Dance 

3 
Bill 
Van Huyse  

4 
Sunday 
Brunch  
10am - noon 

5 
 

6 
Seniors 
Exec 
Meeting 
1330hrs 
 

7 
Scarboro 
Vets  
Meeting 
1400hr 

8 
DVA 1400hrs
 
Scarboro 
Firefighters 
Meeting 
1200pm 

9 
Angus 
Brown 

10 
Victor Chin 
 

11 
Pub Sunday 

12 
General 
Meeting 
2000hrs 
 

13 
Seniors 
General 
Meeting 
1330hrs 

14 
Colour 
Guard 
Meeting 
1930hrs 

15  
LA General 
Meeting 
1930 hrs 
 
Board Mgnt
2000hrs 

16 
TBA 
 

17 
St.Patrick’s 
Day 
Doug 
Browning 

18 
Sunday 
Brunch 
10am – noon 
 
Bluegrass 
Sunday 
Banquet Hall 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Branch Exec
1930 hrs 
 

23 
TBA 
 

24 
TBA 

25 
Pub Sunday  
 
Korea Vets 
Meeting 
1300hrs 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 31 

   

          Regular Weekly Activities 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Euchre  
1930 hr 
except 
Meeting 
Nights 

LA Bingo 
7pm 
 
 
Cribbage 
8pm 
 
East Group 
Sports 8pm 
 
 

Mixed Darts
2000h 
 
 

Karaoke 
Lounge 
8:30pm to 
12:30 
 
Colour 
Guard Drill 
Practice 
7:30pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
 

Branch  
Work Party 
0700-1200hr 
 
HI-LO  
Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 
Dress Code 
in Effect 
8 pm 
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Ways and Means                                    Pat Freeman 
 
 The Ways and Means Committee is holding a   
                    
                Valentines Dinner and Dance.  
 
     Please come out and support your branch. 
 

 
Ways & Means RCL Br. 258 

 
VALENTINES DINNER / DANCE 

 
Friday February. 16 / 2007 

 
Chicken, Potatoes, Vegetables, Dessert 

 
Table Reservations  

 
 Pat Freeman - (416) 282-1731 

 
DJ - Rocky Bridges 

 
                   DOOR OPENS 6.30 PM  
                     BAR OPENS 6.30 PM  
                         DINNER 7.00 PM 

 
                  Tickets $15.00 per person  
                            NO REFUNDS 
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Regalia           Pat Freeman/Ian Pierson 
 
We have a few new items this month, and we are featuring a few 
older items. If you are interested in any of these items, drop by the 
legion and see Pat Freeman or Ian Pierson. 
 
2007 LEGION CALENDAR 

 
 

                     
We have a limited supply of the Historical War Events in Canadian 
History calendar. They feature historical war events in Canadian 
history recorded on the calendar on the day of the year that they 
occurred. The calendar also uses photographs provided courtesy of 
Legion Magazine, Library and Archives Canada, National 
Defence, and Department of Public Works Canada. 
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VETERAN BALL CAP 

This Legion Ball Cap has been 
developed exclusively for wear by all veterans and is made to the 
same standards of quality as all Legion caps. This cap uniquely 
displays the embroidered Legion Badge and wording ‘VETERAN’ 
in a specially designed gold and red version of our Badge. 
 
WOODEN PEN & PENCIL SET 

 
The pen & pencil set comes complete with a rosewood case for 
storing them when not in use. The pen & pencil is laser engraved 
with ‘ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION’ while the case is laser 
engraved with our Badge. Both the pen & pencil take standard 
refills. 
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EARRINGS                      

  
These ladies earrings, for pierced ears, are in the shape of the 
traditional badge. Badges are gold coloured with an enamel inlay 
and measures just shy of ½” in height. 
 
EARRING/BROOCH SET – Gold on Silver 

 
These are gold and silver-plated in a unique Canadian design. All 
earrings are made of surgical steel so they are hypoallergenic. 
 
NEW BROOCH 

  
The Legion Brooch is made of rhinestones set on a casting formed 
in the shape of the Legion Badge.  Each Brooch is 1 ¼” in height 
and fasten using a standard brooch clasp. They include 90 
rhinestones that are clear, blue or red in colour set on the castings 
to highlight the colours used in our Badge. LA Brooch is also 
available. 
 
 



The Highlander 18 February 2007 

UTILITY POCKET KNIFE 

 This knife comes well sharpened and 
will hold an edge as it has been properly hardened to Rc 58-62. 
Also included are scissors that act as effective snips for loose 
threads that tempt you to pull and split your shirt wide open, bottle 
opener, miniature corkscrew, #1 Phillips screwdriver, and nail file. 
A small split ring allows the entire unit to double as a key ring. 
The knife is supplied in a fabric pouch complete with belt loop and 
Velcro closure.  

 
Entertainment/Special Events          Irene Stevens  
 

On behalf of Doug and myself, I would like to wish you 
and your family a Very Happy New Year.  Hopefully 2007 will be 
very successful for the Branch with members working together to 
make it a friendlier and profitable year.  We encourage old and 
new members to volunteer their services with the various 
committees needing help? 

The New Year’s Eve Dance details will be given to the 
Executive and then to the General Membership and will be in the 
March 2007 Highlander.  Due to the circumstances surrounding the 
event, I was not sure whether or not I would be doing this event.  
Doug Stevens was on charges just before we left for our holidays 
in October. Doug was told he was not allowed into the Branch.  
Upon my return from vacation, I attended the Executive Meeting 
to report on my Pub Sundays and Lunches and I was asked if I 
would do the New Year’s Eve Dance by the President. I said under 
the circumstances, I didn’t think he would want me to do it, he 
asked if I could and I accepted.  This was now in November, I 
didn’t have much time, but I got three estimates and reported back 
to the President and we chose the most economical one.  Purdy’s 
Restaurant was the lowest and he was chosen. By all the feedback 
from the members and guests who were at the dance, all enjoyed 
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both the dance and the dinner and there was plenty of food for all! 
 Don’t forget prices go up every year! 

The Levee was a good turnout and this was done with Jim 
and Eric Purdy. It was a successful day and all who attended were 
pleased. Eric Purdy and his staff did a wonderful job. 

Let’s hope 2007 is a very successful year for Branch 258.  
Let’s work together not against one another. 

Remember:  When I’m right no one remembers 
                     When I’m wrong no one forgets! 
 

Yours in Comradeship Irene  
 

Living History                 Al Armstrong 
Members of Living History Speakers Bureau were very 

busy during the days prior to and the week of November 11th 2006 
visiting schools, Junior and Senior, in the Scarborough area, 
addressing the students in assemblies and classrooms, kept our 
members very active. Also places such as Nursing Homes, 
hospitals and community organizations were included in the 
itinerary of our members. 

School assemblies and individual classes accounted for the 
majority of persons who benefited from the presentation of our 
members. Together with other places visited, the total number of 
persons attending ceremonies and functions, during this period was 
approximately 6,200. 

It should be noted that due to our limited membership, it 
was necessary for several of us to attend more than one function. 
For example, one of our members spoke at two collegiate institutes 
(four assemblies) for a total of 2500 students and staff. Several 
other schools had assemblies of 400 to 700 students and staff. 

We would be remiss if the effort of our member, Jan de 
Vries, was not mentioned. During the past year, Jan accepted 
invitations to address students at 15 schools within Scarborough 
and the Durham Region. A total of approximately 1200 students, 
staff and in some cases the parents were privileged to hear from a 
very knowledgeable and well-received veteran. 

Yours in Comradeship, Al 



The Highlander 20 February 2007 

Senior’s Association Report       Rhea Martin 
 
Not much doing in February; however, you can always 

drop into the branch and give them your support. 
Many thanks, to Lila King for donating her prize money 

(won on Jan. 9th) to our troops in Afghanistan.  They will 
appreciate your generosity. 

We will have had our trip to Rama by the time you receive 
this newsletter.  Many thanks, to those who support the seniors by 
purchasing tickets. 
 

Dates to remember 
 

Feb.  6  Executive Meeting 1:30pm 
Feb. 13  General Meeting    1:30pm 
 
A Happy Valentines Day to All 
      Yours in Comradeship, Rhea  

 
Scarborough Vets Report                            Dalton Moore 

 
This report starts with a commendation for the work done 

on our behalf, by a dedicated group of members; our phone 
committee. Each month, without fail we are contacted to remind us 
of the upcoming meeting and to ask about the health of our 
members, a special thanks to each of you. 

An update on the Dugout Dinner/Dance, since we have 
been able to get a favourable price for our ‘Bangers and Mash’ 
(instead of the roasted taters) tickets will only cost $10.00. 
(Please note, rather than change the tickets already printed, they 
will still read $15.00). 

Missing from our meeting on Jan.10th was our President 
Eric Pierson who had to take his wife to hospital; our thoughts are 
with you. Also missing was Don Wilson who, I trust he is well. To 
all our members who are under medical care, our prayers are with 
you and to cheer you up; I will finish this report with a bit of 
humour. 
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Love Story 
I will seek and find you. 

I shall take you to bed and have my way with you 
I will make you ache, shake & sweat until you moan & groan. 

I will make you beg for mercy, beg for me to stop. 
I will exhaust you to the point that you will be relieved when I'm 

finished with you. 
And, when I am finished, you will be weak for days. 

All my love   .... The Flu. 
Now, get your mind out of the gutter and go get your flu shot! 

                       
Yours in comradeship, Dalton  
 
L.A. President                              Nancy Clark 
 

Happy Valentines Day.  Our Robbie Burns Dance was a 
great success.  My thanks to everyone involved for their support, 
and hard work.  Plans are now underway for our 60th year Birthday 
Party.  Stay tune for more information.  Hope to see you all at our 
next meeting.   

 
Dates to Remember 
 

February 1st    Executive meeting 
February 15th    General meeting (guest - Zone Commander) 

 
                         Yours in Comradeship, Nancy 
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BLUEGRASS SUNDAYS 
The Northern Bluegrass Committee Winter Concert Series 

2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258,  
45 Lawson Road, Scarborough, ON 

THREE OUTSTANDING U.S. BANDS PLUS THREE 
EXCELLENT ONTARIO BANDS! 

         FEBRUARY 18TH    Michelle Nixon and Drive 
      Scotia Junction 

         MARCH 18TH                Dan Paisley and theSouthernGrass 
Silverbirch 

          APRIL 22ND         Michael Cleveland & Flamekeeper  
                                            With Audie Blaylock 
                                            Foxtail 

 
SPONSORED BY: Coot Music, The Ontario Bluegrass Calendar, 
Athlone Studios, The Stringman,Orono Bluegrass and Old Tyme 
Country and Bluegrass Jamboree,Marmora Country Jamboree, and 
Comfort Inn – Pickering Tickets and Information: 
bgsundays@aol.com or 416-779-2627 

Change of Member Information  
 
Full Name:............................................................................ 
 
Membership Number: ........................................................ 
 
Change Address ____  Will pickup Highlander____ 
 
Address:  ............................................................................ 
 
City:     ...................................  Prov: ............................. 
 
Postal Code: ...............................  Tel.# .......................... 

I consent ____ I do not consent ____ to my name being 
provided for the Member Benefits Package Program 
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THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO REDUCING THE 
PUBLISHING OF THE “HIGHLANDER” 
PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM AND THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THE 
EXECUTIVE AND MEMBERSHIP OF 
BRANCH 258 
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