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President  Wayne Powell 
By the time you read this, summer will almost be over, the C.N.E. will 

be closed for another year, the kids will be back in school and we will all 

be preparing for a busy fall season.  Let’s hope everyone had an 

enjoyable safe fun filled summer. 
 

As I prepare this report, it is with a very heavy heart, because I have just 

learned of the passing of two long time and respected members of our 

Branch.  Our sincere condolence going out to the Semple family on the 

passing of Sharon Semple after a long and courageous battle with that 

dreaded Cancer.  Sharon put up a very valiant fight over the past couple 

of years and even having through the passing of John she still managed 

to be there for her family, and was able to see the birth of another 

granddaughter.  We will miss her and remember her as she joins John.   
 

The same day, I learned of the passing of long time Branch Member 

Harry Bull who also succumbed to cancer after a short but valiant battle.  

Harry was well known for his talents on the piano, and spent many hours 

entertaining the residents of the Tony Stacey Center with his skills for 

creating sing-a-longs as he entertained.  His also would head for the 

piano in  the lounge and tickle the ivory's in the afternoon and entertain 

his comrades.  WE WILL REMEMBER HIM. 
 

Now that the summer is almost over, let’s hope we can get our member 

back to the Branch and support the Saturday afternoon Meat Roll, and all 

the other activities that go on in the Branch.  With the start of the month 

of September, the sports activities start up again, the dances, Sunday 

Brunches, the Friday fish and chips, the Seniors Wednesday lunches and 

many more events.  So we hope to see all our members out to enjoy the 

Social Activities and renew old acquaintances and make some new ones. 
 

In spite of the very slow summer months, we have still managed to keep 

the Branch going and pay the bills, but barely.  WE NEED YOUR 

SUPPORT  to keep the Branch going. 
 

There are a lot of activities coming up where membership support is very 

much needed.  The Pine Hills Commemoration and Parade is the first 

weekend in September, then there is the Battle of Britain 

Commemoration and Parade on September 15 with the Honours and 

Awards following immediately after. This also kicks off Legion Week at 

the Branch, so check the Bulletin Board for information of the activities 

as well as the Ladies Auxiliary Western Night on September 21. 
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Also coming up will be the 2013 POPPY CAMPAIGN STARTING 

ON OCTOBER 25
TH

.  COMRADES THIS IS A MUST 

PARTICIPATE EVENT FOR EACH AND EVERY SINGLE 

MEMBER OF THE BRANCH WHO IS ABLE TO GET OUT AND 

ASSIST WITH THE POPPY CAMPAIGN.  REMEMBER, WHEN 

YOU BECAME A MEMBER OF THIS GREAT ORGANIZATION 

TO PLEDGED TO “ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN THE POPPY 

CAMPAIGN”.   

So let’s all get out and support the VETERANS of our Branch 

and ensure that they never have to be let down because you 

failed to do your part. 
 

If you would like to support your Branch and volunteer a few hours, your 

help will always be welcomed.  Just speak to any member of Your 

Executive Committee.  The area where help is most needed is the 

Saturday morning Work Party.  PLEASE GIVE IT SOME 

THOUGHT. 
 

Always remember-------United – We Stand--------Divided—We Fall. 
 

 Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
  

1st Vice President Irene Stevens 
I would like to welcome you back after a nice long hot summer.  Let me 

start by thanking you, the members for your confidence in me by voting 

me in for the position of 1
st
 Vice President.  I will work hard during the 

next two years of my term to bring in events and keep the banquet hall 

booked as much as possible to bring in revenue to the Branch.  New DJ’s 

will be booked and I would like your help – when you have an 

opportunity to hear a good DJ please get their card and give to me so that 

we can book them in either for Saturday or Sunday.  You, chose the 

President and three vice presidents and five executives.  We are all 

committed to work hard in our positions and responsibilities given to us 

by the President.  We are volunteers, we are not perfect, decisions made 

by us may not always be what you want that`s when you bring your 

concerns either to General Meeting to get an answer, give us your 

opinion or go to the person responsible and talk it over, the end result 

will be that the matter is solved to the satisfaction of all concerned. We 

need your support to help us do the best we can for the betterment of the 

Branch.   
 

The Ways and Means committee were also working through the summer 

with Karaoke and Pub Sundays.  We only had Saturday night dancing for 
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two nights instead of four, this was to eliminate expenses.  During the 

summer months attendance is low due to members being away on 

vacation or at their cottages.  This arrangement worked out well.  

However, we will go back to every Saturday, and hope to see more 

members attending.  We need volunteers –if you would like to volunteer 

to help in the Ways & Means committee please contact me. 

Thank you all for your continued support through the year. 
 

 Yours in comradeship, Irene 
 

2nd Vice President Ian Pierson 
We are reluctantly coming to the end of a beautiful hot summer. I hope 

everyone had a chance to get away and recharge your batteries. Welcome 

back. 
 

Canada Day 
Once again, this year’s Canada Day celebration was a success.  
 

I would like to extend my thanks to all of the committee members and 

volunteers who worked so hard to make Canada Day a success.  
 

A special thank you goes to the work party which set up and cleaned up 

the grounds and also to June Viles who organized the Mini-midway, 

purchased the prizes and also recruited her friends and neighbours to 

staff the games. June’s friends and neighbours did a fantastic job and we 

owe them our gratitude.    
 

I would also be remiss if I did not thank my fellow executive members 

for all their tireless effort that goes on in the background to make this 

event successful. Of course we all thank our significant others for their 

help and support. 
 

My thanks also go out to all of our members and the general public who 

showed up to celebrate Canada Day with us. For all those who could not 

celebrate with us this year, I hope you had a great Canada Day and I 

hope to see you next year.  
 

Poppy Campaign 
I know the Poppy Campaign seems a long way off, but this issue of the 

Highlander is the last issue before the Poppy Campaign starts. 

We, as members of The Royal Canadian Legion, strive to keep the 

memory alive of the more than 117,000 men and women who paid the 

supreme sacrifice in the service of Canada during past conflicts. Also, we 

must not forget those men and women who served and returned with 

memories they would rather forget, and who now need our assistance. 
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Nor should we forget those men and women who served in Canada’s 

peacekeeping missions, nor those who are currently serving. 
 

The Poppy Campaign is the foundation of our Remembrance program. 

We provide the opportunity for Canadians to REMEMBER by 

providing them with the opportunity to wear a Poppy, and to participate 

in our Remembrance day services. But our Remembrance activity goes 

far beyond the two weeks leading up to the 11
th
 November each year. 

Canadians are generous when they see our Poppy volunteers on the 

streets and collection boxes in the stores. As a result of this generosity, 

we are able to ensure that veterans and their dependents are treated with 

the dignity and respect that they deserve. 
 

Our willingness to participate in the Poppy Campaign is one of the 

obligations we undertook when we became members of The Royal 

Canadian Legion. We should all strive never to forget this solemn 

undertaking - it is part of the debt we owe to those who have gone 

before. 
 

It is through the Poppy Campaign and the generosity of our fellow 

citizens that, in addition to providing assistance to veterans and their 

dependants, we are able to supply medical equipment for use by all who 

have a need within our community.  
 

We also foster the tradition of Remembrance amongst our youth, who are 

the leaders of tomorrow, by distributing Poppies and Remembrance 

literature in our schools. We are also responsible for the running of the 

Literary and Poster contests in our schools. 
 

This year's Poppy Campaign officially kicks off on Friday, October 

25
th

 and ends on Monday November 11
th

. 
 

Our boundaries are from the east side of Markham road to the Rouge 

Valley on the west, and from the south side of Steeles Ave to the lake on 

the south. These boundaries have been consistent for the past few years. 
 

We need you - the members of branch 258 to support the Poppy 

Campaign.  
 

We need you to give a few hours to distribute Poppies and receive 

Poppy Donations. Not only is it your duty, but you took an oath to 

actively participate in the Poppy Campaign. If every able bodied 

person did this, it would show our veterans how much we appreciate 

their sacrifice. 
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Once again, we will be able to do our tagging at the LCBO and Beer 

stores, McDonalds and especially Tim Hortons. We will be negotiating 

with GO transit, but we do not expect any problem with the two stations 

within our boundaries. All of our target locations will be posted as usual 

at the Branch.  
 

Members of the Living History Speakers Bureau have traditionally 

delivered Poppies and Poppy donation boxes to the schools.  
 

Unfortunately this team is dwindling in numbers and will not be able to 

deliver to all of the schools within our boundaries. I need a couple of 

people to assist in delivering the Poppies and Poppy donation boxes to 

those schools The Living History Speakers Bureau cannot accommodate.  
 

Over the past few years, we have had a group of dedicated individuals 

deliver Poppies and Poppy donation boxes to the stores over the weekend 

starting on Friday October 25
th
 and pick up after November 11

th
. I am 

always looking for additional volunteers that can assist in this area to 

lighten the load on these teams. If you can assist in the delivery and 

pickup, please see me. 
 

We need to determine if we will cover Malvern Mall again this year. We 

did not get enough people to sign up to staff the mall properly last year 

and this caused confusion with the mall owners. Remember this is the 

only major location that we have for Veterans and seniors to be sitting 

down and inside where it is warm. Malvern Mall is also the only location 

where we have to increase our insurance coverage to allow us to do our 

tagging on their property. To justify the cost, we must have a large 

contingent of people wanting to tag there. Please let me know if you 

would be willing to tag at Malvern Mall so we can make the decision on 

whether to do this location or not.  
 

Another lucrative location is Home Depot. They are willing to provide a 

table and chairs for our Veterans. Last year, Les Goodwin organized this 

location and was able to set up a display table. Home Depot has 

requested Veterans in Legion Dress with their medals proudly worn. 

Again, this is an inside location and we can have a table and a couple of 

chairs provided. 
 

We are very proud of our association with the Toronto Zoo. Jack 

Fortnum and a handful of helpers have been servicing our interests at the 

Zoo for many years. In addition to Poppy Tagging at the Zoo, we also 

participate in their Remembrance services. 



The Highlander  Sept./Oct./Nov. 2013  6 

We are also looking for volunteers to staff the GO Stations. Year after 

year, Fern Regan was our permanent fixture at the Guildwood GO 

station, until she passed away. Doug and Irene Stevens quickly stepped 

in to fill the void and they set up a tribute to Fern which is displayed at 

the station when they are there. I am hoping Doug and Irene will 

continue to help out at the Guildwood station. This brings us to the 

Rouge GO station. We need volunteers to staff the Rouge station. This is 

a morning job where it is most lucrative between 5:00am and 9:00am, 

during the morning rush hour.  
 

We are hoping that the 2881 Queen's Own Rifles Royal, Canadian Army 

Cadet Corps and the Scarborough Sea Cadets will be able to help us out 

with our Poppy Tagging. The Cadets will be working on the week-ends 

and we will need help in providing transportation to and from the tagging 

locations for the cadets. Please see me if you can help with the 

transportation.  
 

You will also notice that we have included a Poppy Donation envelope in 

the Highlander. If you are not able to come out and help with the Poppy 

Campaign, you still have an opportunity to help out our veterans by 

making a donation to the Poppy Trust Fund.  
 

Board of Management 
Over the summer, the Board of Management members have taken some 

time off to recharge their batteries. Now that we are back, we will be 

starting back up on September 19
th
.  

 

           Yours in comradeship, Ian 
 

2nd Vice President  Ian Pierson 
Membership  
Welcome back from the summer break. I hope each and every one of you 

was able to sneak away and enjoy your vacation. 
 

2014 Rates 
The Membership dues will not be increased for 2014.  

 New Member dues will be held flat at $75.00. 

 Membership renewal dues will be held flat at $60.00.    
 

Early Bird 
By the time you read this, the Early Bird campaign will have started. 

The campaign runs from September 1, 2013 until November 30, 

2013.  
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This year, we will be giving away 6 free memberships during the 

campaign. If you renew your membership in September, you will 

have 6 chances to win your membership. If you renew your 

membership in October, you will have 3 chances to win your 

membership and if you renew your membership in November, you 

will have 1 chance to win your membership.    
 

The first draw will be held at the General Meeting in October. All 

membership renewals received by the end of day September 30 will 

be eligible for the draw. (3 winners will be chosen) 
 

The second draw will be held at the General Meeting in November. 

All membership renewals from September (excluding the September 

winner) and those received by the end of day October 31 will be 

eligible for the draw. (2 winners will be chosen) 
 

The last draw will be held at the General Meeting in December. All 

membership renewals from September and October (excluding the 

September and October winners) and those received by the end of 

day November 30 will be eligible for the draw. (1 winner will be 

chosen) 
 

All winners will be notified via a phone call and their names will be 

published in the Highlander. 
 

Membership Strength 
Life 20  Ordinary 223 

Associate 562  Affiliate 145 

   TOTAL 950 
 

New Members 
I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new members at 

the June General Meeting. Please welcome them to our Branch. 

Jeanette Adams  Associate 
Sandy Austin  Associate 
Ageet Benning Affiliate Voting 
Hilda Byblyk  Affiliate Voting 
Shan Chohan  Affiliate Voting 
Jeanette Matheson Associate 
Martin Phillips  Associate 
Melissa Phillips Associate 
Heather Senecal Associate 
Manif Syed  Affiliate Voting 
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Members who have Re-joined the Branch 
The following member re-joined the Branch in June. Please welcome 

him back to our branch. 

Steve Neilly                    Associate 
 

The following members re-joined the Branch in July. Please welcome 

them back to our Branch. 

Bonnie Doucette                    Associate 
Stuart Elliott                    Associate 
Yvonne McGarry                    Associate 
 

The following member re-joined the Legion at our Branch in 

August. Please welcome him to our Branch. 

Harry Rollo                   Ordinary 
 

I’m The One 
 

I’m the one who was asked to join your organization.  
 

I’m the one who paid my dues to join. 
 

I’m the one who stood up in front of all of you and promised to be 

faithful and loyal. 
 

I’m the one who came to your meetings, and no one paid any 

attention to me. I tried several times to be friendly to some members, 

but they all had their own buddies they talked to and sat next to. 
 

I sat down several times, but no one paid any attention to me. I 

hoped very much that someone would have asked me to take part in 

a fund-raising project or something but no one saw my efforts when 

I volunteered. 
 

I missed a few meetings after joining because I was sick and couldn’t 

be there. No one asked me at the next meeting where I had been. I 

guess it didn’t matter very much to the others whether or not I was 

there. 
 

The next meeting I decided to stay home and watch TV. The 

following meeting I attended no one asked me where I was when the 

last meeting was held. 
 

You might say I’m a good citizen, a good family person who holds a 

responsible job and loves my community. 
 

You know who else I am? I’m the one who never came back. 
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It amuses me when I think back on how the heads of the 

organization and the members were discussing why the organization 

was losing members. It amuses me now, to think that they spent so 

much time looking for new members when I was there all the time. 
 

All they needed to do was to make me feel wanted, and welcome. 
 

Remember! Please take a few moments to make all of our 

Members Feel Welcome. 
 

Legion Magazine 
 

The Legion Magazine is published 6 times per year. If you are not 

receiving this magazine, it could be because you have requested that it be 

stopped, or you moved and the change of address did not get changed in 

a timely manner. If it was caused by the latter, Canada Post would have 

returned it to Dominion Command and they would have stopped sending 

the magazine.  
 

If you are not receiving the Legion Magazine and you would like to start 

receiving it again, please let me know. 
 

If you are receiving multiple copies of the Legion Magazine caused by 

several Legion members living at the same address, and you would like 

to reduce this to one copy only, please let me know. 
 

                                Yours in comradeship, Ian 

              membership@rcl258.com 
 

One by One Campaign  Ian Pierson 

 
 

We all know how important membership growth is to the Legion. As 

members, we believe in the organization and should act as recruiters to 

http://www.legion.ca/_PDF/Campaign/2014_RCEL_Caribbean_Cruise_r2v2_EN_r-final_HiRez(B).pdf
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bring in new members. Imagine if each of us brought in just one new 

member, we would double our membership base. Imagine how much 

stronger the Branch would be. Our role in supporting Veterans and their 

families would be enhanced. The Branch would be engaging in our 

community with renewed vigour, and we would double the number of 

members upholding the tradition of Remembrance.    
 

Dominion Command has launched an exciting new membership 

recruiting campaign that will help us reach these goals. 
 

It is called One by One and it is based on a very traditional member 

recruitment strategy. We all know people we think would be great 

Legion members so let’s ask them to join. One by One we can grow the 

ranks of the Legion and increase our membership. Just as you found 

great reasons to join the Legion, it’s probably a safe bet your friends 

would want to join too. When you bring in one new member, you make a 

real difference to the overall growth of the Legion – and you can take 

pride knowing you did your part. We all take great pride in being a 

Legion member, so why don’t you share that pride with a good friend 

and encourage them to join today. 

The campaign will run from May 1 to November 15, 2013 and there 

are some great prizes. 
 

As a grand prize for all members participating in the One by One 

Campaign, Dominion Command is giving away one fabulous balcony 

cabin for 2 people on the Second Annual Commonwealth Veterans 

Caribbean Cruise on the Celebrity Equinox. The cruise sails from 

January 30 to February 10, 2014 and visits the islands of St.Thomas, St. 

Kitts, Barbados, Dominica and St. Maarten.  
 

The contest is open to every member who signs up a new member in the 

Legion. If you, as a member in good standing, sign up a new member, 

you will be entered in the contest. A new member is defined as someone 

who has never been a member of any branch of The Royal Canadian 

Legion or someone who is reinstating their membership which lapsed 

prior to 2010. 
 

Dominion Command will also be randomly drawing for other great 

prizes throughout the campaign, including Legion products and gift 

certificates from leading Canadian retailers. Full contest details will be 

provided on the web site at www.legion.ca/onebyone.  

I will also post this information in the branch.    

                Yours in comradeship, Ian 
  

http://www.legion.ca/onebyone
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3rd Vice President                    Doug Stevens 
House Chairman 
Comrades welcome back, now let’s get together to encourage the 

membership in our Branch and bring back the friendship and hospitality 

that we seemed to have lost somewhere during the past year or so.  
 

The working party continues to maintain the building and all through the 

summer months we have kept the outside looking neat with the trimming 

of trees and hedges, getting rid of weeds in the circle in front of the 

Legion and fixing broken chairs and tables both in the lounge and hall.  

We had a lot of potholes at the back of Legion and our Treasurer, 

Richard Viles bought chip stones and gravel (at his own expense) and 

filled in the potholes.  This is a great improvement especially when it 

rains.  Thank you, Richard. Hank supplied the paint and painted the 

parking lines and other areas in the building that needed repairs.  We 

have a great crew who work hard and care for the Branch.  We need 

electricians and carpenters – interested to join us on Saturday morning 

for a couple of hours – contact me. Dwight works hard at keeping the 

hedges trimmed and neat and Peter works around the grounds and looks 

after the plants in the lounge. 
 

Meat Roll will commence on Saturday September 7
th
.  Hope to see new 

guests and members come out to enjoy an afternoon of fun and raise 

money for the Branch. 
 

Sports 
During Legion week (September 15-21

st 
) we will be doing various sports 

activities and I will be working with Ann Storrar and Jackie LePage 

regarding running the Euchre and Cribbage games.  There will also be 

shuffleboard, darts and snooker games with prizes for winners of all 

games played.   
 

Irene Stevens and June Viles will be providing lunches through the week 

with the exception of Wednesday, September 18
th
 as the LA volunteer 

their services in providing sandwiches, tea and coffee for our veterans 

who come for the afternoon from 1-3 pm. 
 

Team shuffleboard will commence on Tuesday, September 10
th
 at 7 pm.  

A signup sheet is on the board in the sports room, if you are interested. 

Another social activity which was initiated by Ian Pierson and Joe White.  

We paid $2 a week and at the end of the season we had a party.  

All welcome. 
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We had our annual visit from our American friends across the border.  

They arrived on Friday, August 16
th
, had dinner hosted by Wayne and 

June Hayes at Br.614.  They paraded at the Warriors Day Parade and 

then came back for dinner at Br.258. The LA prepared a delicious roast 

beef dinner and finished it off with Apple Pie and ice cream.  The Colour 

Guard decorated the hall beautifully and organized the dinner and dance 

and our President, Wayne attended and handed out ribbons to the 

Americans who were here for the first time and donated the toast drink 

for the cowboys and cowgirls.  Thank you, Wayne. Both nights were 

good and the well attended. Sheila and John Harris held the farewell 

BBQ in her backyard on Sunday, August 18
th
 and a good time was had 

by all. Thanks also to Phil and Neil for doing the BBQ all afternoon.   
 

     Yours in comradeship, Doug 
 

Secretary             Judi Terrett 
Beth Knapp 
As a regular visitor to our Branch - for Monday night euchre - Beth 

became aware that we were looking for ways to raise funds.  With her 

expertise in the field of fund-raising, she offered to help organize and run 

a euchre tournament.  Help?  We at the Branch were nearly blown away 

by the tornado that is Beth at work!  She organized and provided literally 

everything necessary for a successful event; from tickets and ticket sales 

to an awesome buffet dinner (included in the ticket price) and all at no 

cost to the Branch since everything was donated, much of it by Beth 

herself!  

When all was said and done, Branch 258 received a substantial cash 

donation for which we are indebted to our very generous and hard-

working friend, Beth Knapp.   Yours in comradeship, Judi 
 

Sgt-at-Arms           Doug Jones 
The Parade season is half over.  The Blues and Greys could really use 

some more support/participation.  The weather has been good and 

doubtless that will continue for the upcoming parades.  

Sept 8    Pine Hills - cemetery  

Sept 15  Battle of Britain - Branch/Tony Stacey Center   

Nov 3    Remembrance  -  Scarborough Civic Center 

Nov 11  Remembrance Day - Toronto Zoo 

Nov 11  Remembrance Day - Branch 258 

All will be welcome, dressed either in Blues and Greys or appropriate 

civilian clothes.     Yours in comradeship, Doug 
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President Wayne Powell and Immediate Past President Jim Gyselinck 

present a plaque to Honour John Semple to John's Daughter Kelly and 

son Greg to be displayed in the Branch. 

 
President Wayne Powell and Immediate Past District D Commander 

Peter Ganny present Immediate Past President Jim Gyselinck with his 

Life Membership Certificate and Plaque.  
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     September 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 

Karaoke  

Lounge 

 

 

 

 

2 

 
3 

Seniors 

Executive 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

4 5 

LA Executive 

Meeting 
1930 hrs 

 

6 

Karaoke 

Burt 

Austin 

 

 

7 

No DJ in 

Lounge 

 

8 

Pine Hills 

Parade 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Pub Sunday 

Seabreeze 

9 

General 

Meeting  

2000hrs 

 

10 

Seniors 

General 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

11 12 

 

  

 

13 

Karaoke 

Burt 

Austin 

14 
Bob Petto's  

15  

Sunday Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Battle of 

Britain Parade 

 

Honours and 

Awards 

 

Karaoke  

Lounge 

 

16 

 
17 

 

18 

Colour 

Guard 
Meeting 

1930hrs 

19 

LA General 

Meeting 
1930 hrs 

 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  
 

 

 

 

20 

Karaoke 

Burt 

Austin 

 

21 

L.A. Bazaar 

1000 hrs 

 

L.A. Western 

Night Dance 

 

No DJ in 

Lounge 

 

22 

J & J  

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 
26 

Branch Exec 

1930 hrs 
 

27 

Karaoke 

Burt 

Austin 
 

 

28 

Larry 

McCallen 

 

 

29 

Karaoke  

Lounge 

 

30 

 

     

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 

Lounge 

Carlo 

1500 hr to 

1900 hr 

Euchre  

1930 hr 

except 

Meeting 

nights 

 

East Group 

Sports  

2000 hr 
 

 

Mixed Darts 

2000 hr  

Colour 

Guard Drill 

Practice 

1930 hr  

Karaoke 

Lounge 

2000 hr  
 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Branch  

Work Party  

0700-1200hr 
 

HI-LO  

Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 
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October 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 

 

 1  

Seniors 

Executive 

Meeting 

1330hrs 
 

2 5 

 

4 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

 

5 

Rob 

Martine 

 

6 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  

7 

General 

Meeting  

2000hrs 

 

 

8 

Seniors 

General 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

  

 

11 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

 

12 
Brad Snell 

 

13 

Pub Sunday 

Syd Simkins 

 

14 

Thanksgiving 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

Colour 

Guard 

Meeting 

1930hrs 

 

17 

LA General 

Meeting 

1930 hrs 

 

Board Mgnt 

1930hrs  

 

18 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

 

 

19 

Victor Shim 

 

  

20 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Pub Sunday 

Doug & Pam 

Champion 
 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 
24 

Branch Exec 

1930 hrs 

25 

 Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

26 

John 

Sigvaldason 

 

27 

Karaoke 

Lounge 

 

28 20 30 31   

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 

Lounge 

Carlo 

1500 hr to 

1900 hr 

Euchre  

1930 hr 

except 

Meeting 

nights 

 

East Group 

Sports  

2000 hr 
 
 

Mixed Darts 

2000 hr  

Colour 

Guard Drill 

Practice 

1930 hr  

Karaoke 

Lounge 

2000 hr  
 
 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Branch  

Work Party  

0700-1200hr 
 

HI-LO  

Meat Roll 

1430hr 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 
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November 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

  1 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

2 

Larry 

McCallen 

 

3 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Remembrance 

Parade 

Scarborough 

Civic Centre 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  

4 

General 

Meeting  

2000hrs 

 

5 

Seniors 

Executive 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

6 

 

7 

LA Executive 

Meeting 

1930 hrs 

  

 

8 
Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

9 
Victor Shim 

 

10 

Pub Sunday  

J & J  

 

11 

Remembrance 

Day 

12 

Seniors 

General 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

13 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

15 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

16 

Rob Martine 

 

17 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  

 

18 

 

19 20 

Colour 

Guard 

Meeting 

1930hrs 

 

21 

LA General 

Meeting 

1930 hrs 

 

Board Mgnt 

1930hrs  

 

 

 

 

22 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

23 

Jennifer 

Sohan 

24 

Pub Sunday 

Ron Russell 

 

 

25 

 

26 27 28 

Branch Exec 

1930 hrs 

29 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

30 

Brad Snell 

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 

Lounge 

Carlo 

1500 hr to 

1900 hr 

Euchre  

1930 hr 
except 

Meeting 

nights 

 

East Group 

Sports  

2000 hr 
 

Mixed Darts 

2000 hr  

Colour 

Guard Drill 

Practice 

1930 hr  

Karaoke 

Lounge 

2000 hr  
 

 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Branch  

Work Party  

0700-1200hr 
 

HI-LO  

Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Please note to members: when there is No DJ on Saturday nights, it's 

because there is a Branch function in the Banquet Hall and members are 

attending. 
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Chaplain's Report  
In Residence 

Tony Stacey 

Centre 

Mary Chadwick,  Kenneth Edmunds,  Barbara Vail, 
Blair Parsons, Irene Wessels, Bud Flavelle,  
Bill Williams, William Maides 

 

Deceased Report  Jim Gyselinck 
Frank Freeman  (1929-2013)  
Frank was a member of the Signal Corp (Reserves) and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 1989 and was a Life Member of 

Branch 258. 
Harold Bull  (1931-2013)  
Harry was a member of the R.A.F. and had been an Ordinary member 

of the Legion since 1969. 
Robert Williamson  (1930-2013)  
Robert was a member of the R.A.S.C. and had been an Ordinary 

member of the Legion since 1975. 
Thomas Wilcox (1949-2013)  
Thomas had been an Associate member of the Legion since 1993. 

Leonard Lamb (1942-2013)  
Leonard had been an Associate member of the Legion since 1989. 

Lilian Williamson (2013)  
Lilian had been an Ladies Auxiliary member of the Legion.  
Sharon Semple (1946-2013)  
Sharon had been an Ladies Auxiliary member of the Legion.  
 

They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, Nor the years condemn; 

At the going down of the sun, And in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them 

  Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 

Immediate Past President         Jim Gyselinck 
I would like to start off my report, thanking the membership of Branch 

258 for the honour of receiving my Life Membership. It is a great honour 

to be recognized by the membership. My journey with Branch 258 has 

been a fulfilling  pleasure serving this Branch. This is a great Branch and 

the membership should be proud of our Branch and it's membership. 

When I joined, Branch 258 had a membership of over 2,200 members 

and had always had volunteers that could be counted on to help out when 

needed for events. I started with the Saturday Morning Work Party as 

soon as I joined and met a bunch of great guys and gals that worked hard 
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to keep this Branch in good repair, under the leadership of Addison 

Currie, Joe McQuade, John Zikovitz and Doug Stevens. We had a great 

work party with the likes of Grant Relf, Jack Grieve, Harold Weeks, 

Dorothy Wells and countless others and those who have passed. 

I started on the Executive under Presidents Barbara McDonald, Larry 

Walker, Doug Stevens, Bill Kinnaird and Wayne Powell. I have met a 

great number of Executive that I have had the honour to work with and to 

lead as President, Irene Stevens, Ian Pierson, Bob Ellis, Les Goodwin, 

John Payne, my mentor David Adamson and countless more.  

Over the last two years I  joined the Zone 'D5' Executive as 

Secretary/Treasurer under the leadership of Zone Commander Joyce 

Geddes and Deputy Zone Commander Kevin Mclean and also joined the 

District 'D' as Sgt-at-Arms for District 'D' and served as Secretary of the 

Branch. I have had the pleasure of attending 4 Dominion Conventions 

and 4 Provincial Conventions and had server as a Whip at 7 of those 

Conventions.  

I had the honour of joining Branch 258 Colour Guard for one year but 

resigned over a conflict with the Chairman. 

I have served as your Editor for 9 years and have loved every edition that 

was published and have come in second twice at Provincial for the 

Highlander. This will be my last edition of the Highlander. 

I must thank President Wayne Powell for all his help when he was my 

1st Vice President during my 4 1/2 years as President while I still worked 

and all the Executive I served with while I was President. 

I have always been proud of this Branch except for the September Riot 

Meeting with Zone 'D5' Commander Joyce Geddes over the swearing in 

of President Wayne Powell. 

I have to thank my wife Terri for all her support during my time with 

Branch 258 and putting up with the late night calls for problems with 

Chubb and their system and all the meetings that I had to attend. 

I have now retired and have moved from Scarborough, where I have 

lived most of my life, and have moved to Paris (Ontario not France) to be 

closer to family. I have been to the local Branch and have always been 

welcomed by their membership, some of who I have met at Conventions.  

As Ian says, always make the new members welcome and they will stay. 

Canada Day  
Again, this year, we lacked volunteers to help with Canada Day and 

always the same few helped. To those who helped THANK YOU FOR 

ALL YOUR HELP WITH CANADA DAY. 

See you around the Branch, whenever we visit. 

         Yours in comradeship, Jim 
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President Wayne Powell, L.A. Past President Nancy Clark and 

Sgt-at-Arms Doug Jones lay wreaths at the Pickering 'D-Day' Parade. 
 

 
Cake donated at the fundraiser put on by Beth Knapp. 
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PRO/ L.A. & Colour Guard Liaison      David Adamson 
Well, I am back again, this time as an Executive Member appointed by 

President Wayne Powell.  The reason I had not run again for a Vice 

President position in May was due to the extra work load I have 

experienced from my business along with other duties involving the 

Tony Stacey Centre and the Highland Creek Heritage Day Festival.  So, 

to round out my portfolio, Wayne added the PRO position probably 

because I have done this in the past.       
  

Public Relations 
At our June 10, 2013 General Meeting, I suggested that we should do 

more in promoting our Branch in an effort to increase our declining 

membership, have more members attending our functions along with 

increasing the community awareness of the Legion and the Banquet Hall 

facilities we have available for rent. In other words, we have to be 

proactive, change with the times and do a better job letting people know 

just what we as a Legion are all about.   

I suggested that a Public Relations Committee be formed to evaluate 

these and other concerns and Ellery Hollingsworth came forward 

following the meeting offering to be part of the committee.  We 

subsequently met on June 22, 2013 to discuss an action plan in 

identifying and contacting various local media outlets.  Our next step will 

be in identifying the various upcoming activities and promoting them in 

the local papers.  There is still a lot of work to be done along with a 

number of challenges we have to address.   

Ellery and I will be having further meetings and discussions and I invite 

anyone who has any comments or suggestions or wants to be part of this 

committee to contact me direct.  I would be happy to hear from you. 
 

Liaison – Ladies Auxiliary/Colour Guard 
I will arrange to officially attend a meeting with both the L.A. and 

Colour Guard in the fall to ‘announce’ my return as their Liaison Officer.  

During my past two years in this capacity there had been no major 

concerns identified and matters that were discussed were dealt with.  I 

am looking forward to renewing this relationship.  
 

Heritage Day Festival 
This year, the Highland Creek Heritage Day Festival that I chaired, 

partnered with the Miller Lash House (associated with the Scarborough 

Campus, University of Toronto) and the event was held on their property 

on June 8, 2013.  The weather was great and there was a terrific turnout.  
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I had an opportunity to promote Branch 258 and the Branch received 

recognition for allowing us to use their north parking lot.  President 

Wayne Powell agreed to this for the purpose of picking up attendees by 

bus and dropping them off at the Miller Lash House, located at 130 Old 

Kingston Road.  
 

To all my comrades, I hope you had a safe and enjoyable summer and 

looking  forward to nice fall weather.  Hope to see you around the 

Branch and at our General meetings. 
 

     Yours in comradeship, David 
 

Seniors Association        Irene Stevens 
During the months of May-August, Bob Innes and Sheila Merrick ran the 

line dancing both in the banquet hall and lounge from 1-3 pm.  They 

were successful in bringing in members and friends who enjoyed 

learning to dance and the more advanced ones learning new dances “Fred 

Astaire” fashion.  Everyone enjoyed themselves and I would like to 

thank them both for volunteering their time.  Starting in September, John 

will be back doing the line dancing from 1-3 pm in the banquet hall.  

Thanks also to  Isabel and Glen for their support. 

We were all saddened to hear of the sudden passing of Myrtle who was a 

great friend and comrade.  We will really miss her and she will always be 

remembered with great love from all of us. 

We will be having a few more social events on a weekday afternoon. The 

Executive will discuss and bring their ideas to the General Meeting for 

your approval and ideas. 

Our Fall dinner/dance will be on Sunday, October 27
th
 and the DJ will be 

“Seabreeze”.  This a new group recommended by members of the Branch 

who  have heard them play. Menu and cost of ticket to be decided at our 

next Executive meeting. 

Please remember to volunteer your services during the Poppy campaign 

as the Branch needs your support.  It is only for a couple of hours.  

Thank you. 

We also need new bowlers, please come out and have some fun from 1-3 

pm.  It is another social afternoon.  It is not a serious league, none of us 

are great but we come out to have fun.  If you would like to join please 

contact Ron Skopyk for details.  With our large membership we surely 

can enrol new members to join bowling. 

Our next General Meeting will be on Tuesday, September10th at 1:30 

pm.  Will see you then. 

  Yours in Comradeship,Irene Stevens – Chairperson. 
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Living History              John Vassair 
On June 12th, 2013, Living History members, AI Armstrong and John 

Vassair addressed the Probus-Guildwood meeting held at Livingston-

Chartwell Retirement Residence in Scarborough. 
 

Four members of Living History received the Queen's Diamond 

Jubilee Medal in 2012. Jan de Vries was nominated and approved 

for the award prior to his death in May 2012. His wife Joanne 

de Vries accepted the award on his behalf. Brian Budden was 

nominated by the Queen's Own Rifles of Canada Association. 

Al Armstrong was nominated by The Honourable Roxanne James, 

MP for Scarborough Centre. John Vassair was nominated by the 

NATO Veterans Organization of Canada. 
 

Rhea Martin was presented a Certificate of Appreciation by Living 

History Speakers Bureau for her years of dedication and service to 

Living History as our member responsible for accounting and 

financial services. Comrade Martin is a long time member of Branch 

258 and is a Life Member of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
 

The Chairman of Living History Speakers Bureau was given the 

Honour of Grand Marshal of Branch 258 Canada Day Parade 

on July 1st ,2013. Comrade Vassair replaced Honorary Colonel 

Dave Devall who was unable to attend due to a family commitment. 
 

Living History is looking forward to our Fall commitments attending 

Citizenship Court ceremonies, the Branch Poppy Drive, Remembrance 

Day and other events which may come our way. We are always looking 

for new members. Anyone interested in joining us in our endeavours 

should contact AI Armstrong, Vice Chairman Living History Speakers 

Bureau. 

     Yours in Comradeship, John 
 

Warriors Day Parade       Dalton Moore 
  

For the first time I am embarrassed to admit I am a long time member of 

Branch 258. Over the years it has been annoying and embarrassing to see 

the complacency and lack of pride in our members during our Poppy 

campaign, in spite of swearing as part of being accepted as a legion 

member to participate, and buying a poppy does not qualify as 

participating. However even this pales when compared to the showing of 

258 members as marchers in the Warriors Day parade.  
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If it wasn't for our Colour Party who seem the most dedicated members 

of our branch, it was almost a "no show". As a Korea War Vet. I 

intended to march with 258 however I was approached by Sam Carr 

Korea Vets parade master who spotted me and asked me to march with 

them as this was the year of the Korea Vet. and we were the first 

contingent, following the Toronto Signals band. I marched in with them 

and since it was a short parade and we broke off shortly after, I was able 

to double back and form up with 258. After the Colour Guard the "Blues 

and Greys" consisted of Sgt. at Arms Doug Jones, Ladies Aux. Odette 

Birrell and myself. With a dwindling membership of 940, couldn't we 

have shown a little better support?? I noticed Branch 11 marching off 

with about 40 members in "Blues and Greys". 
 

Not to be outdone in a Ho-Humm Warriors Day Parade, I looked for 

some coverage by The Toronto Star for our gallant vets, many from 

WWII who marched in the parade which took well over an hour to finish, 

what a surprise (or perhaps not) Sundays paper front page coverage of a 

statue for Jack Layton, article on Troops raid mosque in Cairo (not 

Canadian Troops), article on heat and cold for poor people, article on 

Rags to Riches etc. absolutely nothing in the paper about the parade, as if 

it didn't happen. Thought perhaps something in Mondays Star, front page 

15 year old swimmer, Egypt and vigilantes, hawk to keep seagulls away 

and Hudak article. Nothing I repeat "Nothing" in Mondays paper about 

the parade. 
 

Now ask ourselves, why are the Canadian Legions becoming a dying 

breed, the average citizens are just too young and simply don't give a 

damn...period. 

            Yours in comradeship, Dalton Moore  

              Ordinary Member 258. 
 

 

L.A. President Report  Shirley McMurter 
I hope that everyone had a safe and healthy summer. 

September, as always, is gearing up to be a very busy month.  We are 

running our first annual Bazaar on Saturday, September 21
st
…10:00 a.m. 

– 3:00 p.m. complete with Tea Room and Tea Leaf Reader.  We are 

looking for donations of baked goods, house wares, hand-made knitted 

items, quilts, comforters-whatever your specialty….if you have items to 

donate contact myself at 416-282-4793 or Judi at 416-518-7371. 

Following the Bazaar is our Annual Western Dance.  Get your tickets 

early as they sell out fastcontact Brenda Butt at 416-616-2974 or myself.   
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Tickets can also be purchased from Phyllis at the bar. 
 

Dates to Remember 

September  5 -   Executive Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 

September 8 -   Pine Hill Cemetery Parade 

September 15 -   Battle of Britain 

September 15 -   Honours and Awards 

September 19 -   General  Meeting  - 7:30 p.m. 

September  21 -   LA Bazaar – 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

September 21 -   L.A. Western Night Dance 

October  17 -   General Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

November 3 -   Remembrance Day – Scarborough Town Centre 

November 7 -   Executive Meeting  – 7:30 p.m. 

November 11 -   Various Remembrance Day Services 

November 21 -   General Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 

December 5      -  Joint Executive-7:00 p.m./General Meeting – 7:30 p.m. 
 

The banquet hall has been very slow for the LA this summer.  We saw no 

events in the month of July.   We have been brain storming, trying to 

come up with some new fund raising ideas, so all suggestions are 

welcome.    
 

The LA will be taking over the Sunday brunch starting in September, so 

come out and join us for our  “all you can eat breakfast buffet”….Sunday 

Brunch occurs on the first and third Sunday of every month…..Because 

the long weekend falls on the first Sunday in September, our first Sunday 

Brunch will be held on September 15
th
.  So bring your appetites, and we 

will see you then. 

                    Yours in comradeship, Shirley 
 

L.A. Sports Report  Jackie LePage 
Hi  ladies, happy fall coming up and  sports  is now  ready to  get  

underway for another year.  

On Sept 7th we begin with Zone Euchre at  Branch 11.We have 4 

teams signed up at the moment barring any changes.  

On October  6, B258 will be hosting Singles and Doubles Darts signup 

sheets will be circulated at the September General meeting.  

On  December 7th, Branch 1/42 will hosting Cribbage. Wishing all our  

players good luck and a great sports year ahead                        

     Yours in comradeship, Jackie 
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THE  FINAL  INSPECTION 
 

The soldier stood and faced God, Which must always come to pass.  

 

He hoped his shoes were shining, Just as brightly as his brass.  

 

"Step forward now, you soldier, How shall I deal with you?  

 

Have you always turned the other cheek? To My Church have you been 

true?"  

 

The soldier squared his shoulders and said, "No, Lord, I guess I ain't.  

 

Because those of us who carry guns, Can't always be a saint.  

 

I've had to work most Sundays, And at times my talk was tough.  

 

And sometimes I've been violent, Because the world is awfully rough.  

 

But, I never took a penny, That wasn't mine to keep...  

 

Though I worked a lot of overtime, When the bills got just too steep.  

 

And I never passed a cry for help, Though at times I shook with fear.  

 

And sometimes, God, forgive me, I've wept unmanly tears.  

 

I know I don't deserve a place, Among the people here.  

 

They never wanted me around, Except to calm their fears.  

 

If you've a place for me here, Lord, It needn't be so grand.  

 

I never expected or had too much, But if you don't, I'll understand.  

 

There was a silence all around the throne, Where the saints had often trod.  

 

As the soldier waited quietly, For the judgment of his God.  

 

"Step forward now, you soldier, You've borne your burdens well.  

 

Walk peacefully on Heaven's streets; You've done your time in Hell."  

 

~Author Unknown~ 
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Branch 258 Banquet Hall 
 

We have a modern fully equipped, air 

conditioned facility available for 

weddings, banquets, parties, dances for 

up to 192, and meetings up to 250. 

 

Free parking on premises,  

Handicap facilities 

Complete catering facilities  

on premises. 

For complete details on  

availability and rental rates.  

 

Contact: Ann Storrar  

(416) 287-2007 (Home) 

 (416) 281- 2992 x 40 (Branch)  

e-mail: hallrentals@rcl258.com 

 

We are now taking bookings  

for 2013/14 but the  

dates are filling up fast. 

Book soon so you will not be 

disappointed. 
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Member – Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258    
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   DERICK HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF BRANCH 258 SINCE 1992 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rouge River Realty Ltd. Brokerage 

TORONTO 416 286 3993 
DURHAM 905 831 5115 
NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT CLIENTS PRESENTLY UNDER 

CONTRACT 


