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President  Wayne Powell 

A P A T H Y: Described in the dictionary as:   

INDIFFERENCE, LACK OF EMOTION 

Comrades this is what is going on in the Branch at the present 

time, if this Branch is going to survive it will take all of the 

members to support the Branch.  At the present time, with the 

exception of perhaps a hundred or so member we have a 

tremendous amount of APATHY.  We will not survive at this rate. 

The Branch Executive has been operating with several vacancies at 

the present time.  The bi-annual elections are fast approaching, and 

unless we get some members stepping up and taking on the 

responsibilities of running the Branch, we will not have a Branch.  

We cannot sit back and take the attitude that the next person will 

do it.  You must take a long look at yourself and ask yourself why 

you joined this great organization.   
 

Remember the words when you took your oath as a member:  

 ``It has to offer comradeship only, and asks of its members --- 

service, not for self, but for those of our comrades or their 

dependents who are in need or distress``. 
 

If we are all going to sit back and wait for the next person to step 

up to the plate, than nothing will ever be accomplished.  Please 

give it some thought.  We have a tremendous amount of talent 

within the Branch, and in order to be successful we must employ 

every bit of that talent. 
 

Going forward, every position on the Executive will be vacated 

and up for election by the membership.  Won't you consider 

making contribution to the organization you joined and work with 

some very great people?  All elected positions are for a two year 

period.  If you are nominating someone, please make sure that that 

person is willing to stand for the position being nominated for and 

make sure they have the ability to carry out the task. 

As we go forward, we are still pursuing some form a development 

with the property and although we have come up against some 

stumbling blocks, we are still prepared to moving on and see what 

we can do.  Whatever is to take place, it cannot happen without the 

approval of the membership. 
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We continue to run into some very expensive maintenance issues 

in and around the Branch.  These are issues that come with age, but 

are none the less costly in order to keep the doors open, which is 

why we need the support of every member to get on board and 

support the Branch.  Without revenue coming in these repairs 

cannot not be completed. 
 

It has been a pleasure, and a very interesting experience having 

served as President for the past two years.  There have been a great 

many personality conflicts, and a great many challenges.  Some 

have been very successful, while others are still pending and need 

more attention.  It is time to turn the page going forward for the 

betterment of the Branch and the Veterans we serve. 
 

Always remember-------United – We Stand--------Divided—We Fall. 
 

 Yours in comradeship, Wayne 
 

Treasurer  Paul Leduc 
By the time you read this, we will be into the last quarter of our 

fiscal year. As many of you know, I have been doing the job of 

Treasurer for the past few years. This note is to inform you that as 

of May 31
st
, I will be stepping down from this position. During my 

term, I have gained valuable experience, and hopefully, I was able 

to make a contribution to the Branch with my service. 
 

I want to thank everyone for their assistance and support. In 

particular, Wayne Powell, Jim Gyselinck, Bill Kinnaird, Ian 

Pierson, Irene Stevens, Ron Skopyk, Victoria Resplandor, Brian 

Taplin, and many more who mentored and helped me, not only 

with the duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer, but also with 

the general operations of both the Royal Canadian Legion and this 

Branch. 
 

It should be pointed out that the jobs of both the Secretary and the 

Treasurer are appointed positions on the executive, not elected 

positions. And I thank the executive for having faith in me when I 

applied for this position. At the time, I was relatively new to the 

Legion and really wet behind the ears – still am in many ways – 

and I am sure there was some apprehension when the executive 
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accepted my application.  I thank them for their trust and belief in 

me. 
 

When I took this position, it was vacant for many months after Ron 

Skopyk stepped down. I only hope it will not be vacant for such a 

long period after my resignation. Which brings me to another point 

I wish to stress – and that is that the position of Treasurer be filled 

as soon as possible. If you are interested in this position, you must 

apply in writing to the President (elected in May) as soon as 

possible.  
 

In a perfect world, the qualifications for the Treasurer should be 

someone that has a good financial background, knows about debits 

and credits, knows how to read a profit and loss statement as well 

as a balance sheet, knows how to work with Excel spreadsheets, 

and have a working knowledge of Quickbooks (the software 

program our bookkeeper uses). But this is not a perfect world and 

finding someone with all those qualifications who is willing to take 

on the job may prove difficult.  Having said that, I came into the 

job with just some basic knowledge of Excel – the rest I learned on 

the job, with the help of many members here, as well as the help 

and encouragement of my wife, Lois, who has an accounting 

background.  I am also willing to work with the new Treasurer 

during the transition phase to ensure continuity. 
 

The actual duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer (as well as 

all Branch Officers) are documented in the Legion Officers’ 

Manual (latest edition: 2012) – if you do not have a copy, you can 

view and/or download the PDF version from the Ontario 

Provincial Command website at: 

http://www.on.legion.ca/membersOnly/default.asp 

Even if you are not looking to run for office at this time, it is 

always a good idea to review this, so that you know what your 

executive is supposed to be doing for you and the Branch. 
 

I would like to leave you with some food for thought. As you may 

have seen from my monthly reports at the General meetings, our 

financial picture is constantly deteriorating month by month, year 

by year. I feel many of the membership are taking an ‘ostrich’ 

approach – burying your head in the sand, hoping if you don’t see 

http://www.on.legion.ca/membersOnly/default.asp
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the bad news, it will go away. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

We need to be more proactive in finding new and innovative ways 

to stay in the black. The days of relying solely on bar sales are over 

– people are just not drinking as much anymore with drinking-and-

driving awareness; also, I am sure that the indoor smoking ban has 

also had some effect on bar patronage. I ask that all of you put on 

your thinking caps and provide suggestions to the executive on 

how we can improve attendance at Branch events, as well as new 

ideas for revenue generation.  
 

As you know, I provide an annual report which includes the L.A., 

Seniors group, and the Poppy Fund annual reports rolled up with 

the Branch report. This report is reviewed by an external auditor – 

however, it is an unaudited report – an audited report would be 

excessively expensive, much more than we can afford. Given that, 

I would recommend that we undergo a Branch Financial Review, 

which is a service provided free of charge by Ontario Provincial 

Command. This review is very detailed, and provides suggestions 

to the Branch to improve our financial picture. We should take 

advantage of this service today, and at least every 4 or 5 years. 
 

In closing, I urge you to consider running for office this May and 

in particular for Treasurer. Help make change happen – we need to 

evolve to survive! And we need to survive to support our vets and 

our community. 

 Yours in comradeship, Paul 
  

1
st
 Vice President Irene Stevens 

Upcoming events for the following months are:   

Sunday, March 17
th

 St. Patrick’s Day celebrated in the lounge – 

noon – 7 pm. 
 

Friday, April 26th Final results of the Legion Karaoke Idol – 

Banquet Hall. 
 

Saturday, April 27
th

 “Tone Kats” dinner/dance 6-midnight in 

Banquet Hall. 
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Sometimes the price of tickets cost more because we have to pay 

extra for better entertainment.  As events are planned we will keep 

members informed by posting them on the board. 
 

It is encouraging to see that members are offering their support by 

helping out with some of the functions and special thanks goes out 

to Chris Cooper who has successfully organized to events for the 

Ways & Means with great revenue for the Branch. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary, who are also members of the Branch came 

out and helped out with the Sunday Brunch when I was away on 

vacation and it was run very successfully.  Again, thanks to Shirley 

McMurter, Carl Rattan, Ann Butterfield and Judy Terrett. 

We are all working hard to keep the Branch running smoothly by 

helping out whenever possible and this was a good example of 

comradeship. 
 

As usual the Ways and Means committee members have also 

worked hard at all fund raising events to make them a success. 
 

Some changes have been made with the karaoke schedule on 

Friday nights.  Carlo will play every first and third Fridays and 

Burt will play every second and fourth Fridays of each month.  Bar 

sales and attendance has declined on Friday nights so this change 

has taken place to see if the situation changes, if not, as the 

President stated in his last report, we will have no alternative but to 

cancel karaoke altogether on Friday nights.  Both DJs work very 

hard to bring in members and guests and we hope attendance will 

continue to get better and support them in order to keep karaoke 

going.    

      Yours in comradeship, Irene 
 

Seniors’ Association            Irene Stevens 
Our membership keeps on growing! Our monthly meetings are 

well attended and the refreshments made by groups of volunteers 

are much appreciated. 
 

We put out some suggestion forms and the response was great.  

We will decide on the most popular requests and work on them.  

The executive will bring them to the next general meeting for a 

final decision. 
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Cecile Jones has organized trips to Fallsview Casino for 2013 and 

all proceeds go to the Branch.  The March 7
th

 trip is sold out.  The 

next one is on Tuesday, May 7
th

 and tickets are already selling fast.  

To help you to organize your calendars the following dates are also 

scheduled:  August 6
th

, October 1
st
 and December 3

rd
 (Festival of 

Lights). 
 

A trip to Soaring Eagle has been planned and anyone interested 

please call me or Cecile to book your seat on the coach so far the 

response is good but if we can get more members we could 

possibly have a coach to ourselves…..making fewer stops on the 

way. The dates are June 23
rd

-26
th

.  Plenty of fun and shopping 
 

A day in Hamilton trip is also planned and posters will be on the 

board for your information.  The date is Monday, May 13
th

 and the 

price is $40. 
 

Thank you to Ernie, Hilda, and Peggy for doing the 50/50 donation 

draw every Monday at line dancing and their last contribution to 

the Branch was $118.00.  Much appreciated 
 

        Yours in comradeship Irene 
 

2nd Vice President Ian Pierson 
Canada Day 

I know that Canada Day seems to be a long way off, but history 

has shown that we must start early if we are to have another 

successful campaign. We need volunteers leading up to Canada 

Day and also on Canada Day itself. If you have a few hours to 

spare, please let any one of the Committee members know. With 

your support and help, we can all make this a great Canada Day 

celebration. Look for further information posted within the Legion 

and in the Highlander. 
 

Bluegrass Sundays 

Bluegrass Sunday concerts are back at Branch 258. Grab your 

friends and come out and enjoy yourselves. Details can be found in 

another section of this Newsletter and on our website 

(www.rcl258.com).    
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Branch Nominations 
I would like to remind everyone that this is your Legion and you 

need to attend the General Meetings to ensure that you have your 

say in how your Legion is run.  

At the April General Meeting (April 8
th

 - 8:00 pm), nominations for 

your Legion Executive will be held. Come out and ensure that the 

people you want to run your Legion are nominated to the positions 

where they can best help run your Legion. In order to help make the 

nominations run smoothly, you should remember the following:  

 If you are going to nominate someone, you must have their 

agreement to run (it is embarrassing to the nominee to stand 

at the front of the room and decline the nomination when 

they did not want to be nominated in the first place).  

 The nominee must be at the meeting, or they must have 

submitted a letter stating that they will accept the 

nomination. 

 You should nominate people who have the desire and ability 

to do the job. 
 

Branch Elections 

Please note: The date of the Elections has been changed from 

May 13
th

 to May 6
th

 to accommodate the members who will be 

away attending convention. 

At the May Annual General Meeting (May 6
th

 - 7:30 pm), 

Elections for the Legion Executive will be held. Come out and 

ensure that you vote for the people you want to run your 

Legion. If you do not come out to vote, then you should not 

complain if your candidate does not get elected.  
 

Volunteerism 

Volunteerism (the practice of using volunteer workers), is the 

backbone of your Legion. We are always looking for volunteers 

to help in many different areas. If you have some spare time 

and would like to volunteer your services, please contact one of 

the members of the Executive. 

The work can range from fixing the lawn mowers or cutting 

the grass in the summer; to removing snow in the winter. We 

sometimes need electricians and plumbers, other times we 

could use the services of a general contractor. Sometimes we 

could use organizational skills to help set up and run functions, 
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other times we could use ticket sellers. Sometimes all we need is 

you to come out and support your Legion with your 

participation in our functions. 
           Yours in comradeship, Ian 
 

2nd Vice President  Ian Pierson 
Membership Strength 

Life 20  Ordinary 229 

Associate 552  Affiliate 137 

   TOTAL 938 

New Members 

I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new 

member in December. Please welcome him to our branch. 

Jeremie Tisdale Associate 
 

I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new 

members in January. Please welcome them to our branch. 

Chuck Konkel Ordinary 

Francine O'Toole Associate 

Linda Roy Associate 
 

I am pleased to announce that we initiated the following new 

members in February. Please welcome them to our branch. 

Craig Crute Associate 

Ernest Fitzpatrick Affiliate Voting 

Larry Lougheed Affiliate Voting 

Gerry MacArthur Affiliate Voting 
 

Members who have Re-joined the Branch 

The following members re-joined the Branch in January. Please 

welcome them back to our branch. 

Howard Jones Ordinary  

Glenn Graham Associate 

Dian Gray Associate 

Jim Greenwood Associate 

Jamie Hoffman Affiliate Voting 

Neil Lockyer Affiliate Voting 

Cheryl O'Coin Associate 

Ron Schmidt Associate 

Shelley Schmidt Associate 
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Ricki Stokes Associate 

Attilio Tiano Affiliate Voting 
 

Comrades who have transferred to our Branch 
The following comrades transferred to our Branch. Please welcome them 

to our branch. 

Thomas McGovern Ordinary 
Anita Faiella Associate 
Douglas Fleming Associate 
Elizabeth Shaw Associate 

Please take a few moments to make all of our Members Feel 

Welcome.                        Yours in comradeship, Ian 

              membership@rcl258.com 
 

3rd Vice President               David Adamson 
This indeed will be a brief report which is probably a first for me 

as Liaison Officer for the Ladies Auxiliary and Colour Guard.  

Everything appears to be going well with the Ladies Auxiliary and 

Colour Guard as no issues or concerns has been brought to my 

attention from either group.  
 

Our Branch elections are coming up and I encourage those who 

wish to have a voice in the running of the branch and to become 

more involved in Legion activities, to stand for an elected position. 

I can honestly say, for the years that I have been involved at the 

Branch, Zone and District levels, they have been very rewarding 

and gratifying.  
 

The Legion Provincial Convention will be held in Kingston this 

May and I am sure our Branch will be well represented. The 

membership will of course be advised of significant amendments 

etc. arising from this convention.  
 

Some of you may be aware from reading the Highland Creek 

Villager that there will not be the annual Highland Creek Heritage 

Day Festival held this year in the Village. As an alternative, we are 

presently liaising with the Scarborough Campus University of 

Toronto to jointly host an event at the Miller Lash House located 

on Old Kingston Road when the House celebrates their 100
th

 

anniversary on June 8, 2013.  

                Yours in comradeship, David 
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House Chairman             Doug Stevens 
Maintenance around the Legion both inside and outside is being 

kept up by the working party.  Due to weather conditions we are 

restricted in some of the outside maintenance work required.   
 

Thanks to Dorothy Wells for keeping the outside patio looking 

festive at all time for various events i.e. Christmas, Easter, St. 

Patrick’s etc.  Members have commented that it is nice to sit by the 

window and look out t the lights and decorations instead of an 

empty space.  Dorothy also works hard in keeping the sales of toys 

ongoing to raise money for various donations, much appreciated.  
 

The working party also have young boys from universities putting 

in some hours helping out with work around the Legion and earn 

credits for their projects in school.  They did a lot of cleaning both 

in the lounge and kitchen including the stove tops.   
 

The meat roll on Saturdays could have a better attendance.  As 

suggested at the General Meeting, we will try a new way of doing 

the meat roll and see if this encourages more members to come and 

participate.  We can only try but we need your support, thank you. 
 

Thank you to the working party for all their hard work. 
 

 Yours in comradeship, Doug 
 

The Queen’s Own Rifles Of Canada Association 

Regimental Tour 

70
th

 Anniversary of D-Day - Normandy 

WWI Tour – Vimy, Beaumont Hamel, Ypes, Menin Gate, 

And Paris  
 

Dates: May 31- June 14 (14 days & 13 nights) 
 

More information to follow 
 

Open to those that are interested. 
 

Contact: Mr. Brian Budden 

EMAIL: brianbudden@rogers.com  

PHONE: (416) 417-4975 
 

mailto:brianbudden@rogers.com
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   March 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

1  

Karaoke 

Carlo 

2 

J & J 

Entertainment 

 

3 

Sunday Brunch 

10-noon 

Karaoke  

Lounge 

4 

 

5 

Seniors 

Executive 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

6 7 

 

  

 

8 

Karaoke 

Burt 

Austin 

9 
Bill 

Van Huyse 

 

10 

Karaoke  

Lounge 

11 

General 

Meeting  

2000hrs 

 

12 

Seniors 

General 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

13 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

15 

Karaoke 

Carlo 

16 

Rob Martine 

 

17 
 

St. Patrick's 

Day 

Bill & Marlene 

Dunn 

18 

Zone 

Meeting 

Br.345 

19 

 

20 

Colour 

Guard 
Meeting 

1930hrs 

21 

LA General 

Meeting 
1930 hrs 

 

Board Mgnt 
1930hrs  

 

 

22 

Karaoke 

Burt 

Austin 
 

 

23 

J & J 

Entertainment 

 

Lottery Seminar 

Br 1/42 

24 

Karaoke  

Lounge 

 

 

25 

 

26 27 28 

Branch Exec 

1930 hrs 

29  

GOOD 

FRIDAY 

BRANCH 

CLOSED 

 

30 

Victor Shim 

30 

Easter Sunday 

No Pub Sunday 

      

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 

Lounge 

Carlo 

1500 hr to 

1900 hr 

Euchre  

1930 hr 

except 

Meeting 

nights 

 

 

 
Mixed Darts 

2000 hr  

Colour 

Guard Drill 

Practice 

1930 hr  

Karaoke 

Lounge 

2000 hr  
 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Branch  

Work Party  

0700-1200hr 
 

HI-LO  

Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 
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April 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 

 

1 

 
2  

Seniors 

Executive 

Meeting 

1330hrs 
 

3 4 

LA Executive 

Meeting 
1930 hrs 

 

5 

Karaoke 

Carlo 

 

 

 

6 

Grant 

Smead 

7 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  

8 

General 

Meeting  

2000hrs 

Nominations 

 

 

9 

Seniors 

General 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

 

13 
Bob Petto's 

14 

Pub Sunday 

Syd Simkins 

 

Veterans 

Dinner 

15 

Zone 

Meeting 

Br.614 

Elections 

 

16 

 

 

17 

Colour 

Guard 

Meeting 

1930hrs 

 

18 

LA General 

Meeting 
1930 hrs 

Nominations 

 

Board Mgnt 

1930hrs  
 

19 

Karaoke 

Carlo 

 

 

 

20 

Bill 

Van Huyse 

 

 L.A. 

Birthday 

Party 

21 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 
25 

Branch Exec 

1930 hrs 

26 

 Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

27 

TBA 

 

Tone Kats 

Dinner/ 

Dance 

28 

Pub Sunday 

Victor Shim 

 

District D 

Annual 

Meeting 

Br. 11 

Elections 

29 30     

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 

Lounge 

Carlo 

1500 hr to 

1900 hr 

Euchre  

1930 hr 
except 

Meeting 

nights 

 

Cribbage 

1930 hr  
 

 

Mixed Darts 

2000 hr  

Colour 

Guard Drill 

Practice 

1930 hr  

Karaoke 

Lounge 

2000 hr  
 

 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Branch  

Work Party  

0700-1200hr 
 

HI-LO  

Meat Roll 
1430hr 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 



The Highlander  Mar. / April / May 2013  13 

May 2013 
SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

1 2 

 

 

3 

Karaoke 

Carlo 

 

 

 

4 

Ronnie 

Carpio 

5 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  
 

6 

General 

Meeting  

1930hrs 

Elections 

7 

Seniors 

Executive 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10 
Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

11 
Grant 

Smead  

12 

Pub Sunday 

Victor Shim 

13 

 

14 

Seniors 

General 

Meeting 

1330hrs 

 

15 

 

Colour 

Guard 

Meeting 

1930hrs 

 

16 

LA General 

Meeting 

1930 hrs 

Elections 

 

Board Mgnt 

1930hrs  

 

17 

Karaoke 

Carlo 

 

18 

Bob Petto's 

19 

Sunday 

Brunch 

10-noon 

 

Karaoke 

Lounge  

 

20 

Victoria 

Day 

21 22 

 

23 

Branch Exec 

1930 hrs 

 

 

 

 

24 

Karaoke 

Burt Austin 

 

25 

TBA 

26 

Pub Sunday 

TBA 
 

 

 

27 

 

28 29 30 31  

        Regular Weekly Activities 
Karaoke 

Lounge 

Carlo 

1500 hr to 

1900 hr 

Euchre  

1930 hr 

except 

Meeting 

nights 

 

Cribbage 

1930 hr  
 

East Group 
Sports  

2000 hr 
 

Mixed Darts 

2000 hr  
Colour 

Guard Drill 

Practice 

1930 hr  

Karaoke 

Lounge 

2000 hr  
 
 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Branch  

Work Party  

0700-1200hr 
 

HI-LO  
Meat Roll 

1430hr 
 

Dress Code 

in Effect 

2000 hr 

Note to members: Sorry for the TBA as DJ'S are away on Vacation. 

Sometimes it is necessary to change DJ in the event they are not 

available due to illness. This calendar is made in advance 
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.                     Canada Day 2013  
                     Royal Canadian Legion 

        Highland Creek Branch 258 
    45 Lawson Road, West Hill, M1C 2J1 Tel: (416) 281-2992 

             Everyone Is Welcome 

Join Us in this Celebration 
Monday July 1

st
 - Canada Day 

11 am - Parade from Centennial Rd & Lawson Rd to the Legion. 
Entertainment:                              3pm - 7pm Outdoor Stage  
Refreshments                                        11am - 7pm 
Outdoor Beer Garden                          11am - 8pm 
In the lounge     Meat Roll                     1pm - 4pm 
MINI-MIDWAY                                   Noon - 4pm 
Games for Children of all ages 
All Day Food:                 11am - 7pm 
Hot dogs, hamburgers, soft drinks, Bacon-on-a-bun 
Horseshoe Tournament Entrance fee $3.00 - all prize money 

distributed 
 Bring Your Own Chair” for added comfort 
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Chaplain's Report  
In Residence Tony 

Stacey Centre 
Mary Chadwick,  Kenneth Edmunds, Mary 

Moorehead, Blair Parsons, Barbara Vail,  Irene 

Wessels, Frank Freeman,  Bud Flavelle 
 

Deceased Report  Jim Gyselinck 
Geoffrey Wright  (1916-2012)  
Geoffrey was a member of the RAF in WW11 and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 1991. 
Francis (Frank) Kane (1926-2012) 
Frank was a member of the RCR in WW11 and Korea and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 1995. 
Terence (Terry) Storrar (1932-2012) 
Terry was a member of the Royal Sussex Regt. and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 1992. 
Donald (Don) Wilson (1918-2012) 
Don had been a member of the CARMY in WW11 and had been a 

Life Member of the Branch and had been an Ordinary member of the 

Legion since 1949. 
Rita Wilson (1919-2012) 
Rita had been a Past President of the Ladies Auxiliary and had been a 

Life Member of the Branch and had been an Ordinary member of the 

Legion since 1983. 
David Fowler (1938-2012) 
David had been a member of Branch 258 Colour Guard and the 48th 

Highlanders and had been a Life Member of the Branch and had been 

an Associate member of the Legion since 1985. 
John Wathen (1925-2012) 
John had been an Associate member of the Legion since 1976. 
Gordon Fraser (1950-2012) 
Geoffrey had been an Associate member of the Legion since 2004. 
Edward DeSilva (1936-2012) 
Edward had been an Affiliate member of the Legion since 2004. 
Maire (Myra) Campbell (1943-2012) 
Myra had been an Affiliate member of the Legion since 2000. 
 

They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, Nor the years condemn; 

At the going down of the sun, And in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them 
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I would like to apologize, some how I deleted the Deceased Report in the 

last Highlander  Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 

Chaplain's Report  
In Residence Tony 

Stacey Centre 
Mary Chadwick,  Kenneth Edmunds, Mary 

Moorehead, Blair Parsons, Barbara Vail,  Irene 

Wessels, Frank Freeman,  Bud Flavelle 
 

Deceased Report  Jim Gyselinck 
William Seyers (1921-2012)  
William was a member of the Royal Navy in WW11 and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 1980. 
George Lacy (1920-2013)  
George was a member of the RCAF in WW11 and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 1984. 
Robert MaGee (1924-2013)  
Robert was a member of the RCAF in WW11 and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 2011. 
Joseph Godwin (1922-2013)  
Joseph was a member of the Army in WW11 and had been an 

Ordinary member of the Legion since 2012. 
Mary (May) Gladish (1924-2012)  
May was a member of the RAPC in WW11 and had been an Ordinary 

member of the Legion since 1975. 
James Beattie (1933-2012)  
James had been an Ordinary member of the Legion since 1999.  
Guy Sherman (1942-2013)  
Guy had been an Ordinary member of the Legion since 1987. 
John Semple (1944-2012) 
John had been a member of Branch 258 Alt Gaidhealach Pipe Band 

and had been a Life Member of the Branch and had been an Associate 
member of the Legion since 1981. 
Arnold MacArthur (1936-2013) 
Arnold had been an Affiliate member of the Legion since 1989. 
 

They shall grow not old, As we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, Nor the years condemn; 

At the going down of the sun, And in the morning, 

We Will Remember Them 

  Yours in comradeship, Jim 
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Immediate Past President         Jim Gyselinck 
Canada Day  
Plans are underway for our Canada Day Celebrations and Parade. 

This year the parade route will be the same as last year. The parade starts 

at Centennial Road and Lawson Road. 
 

Branch Volunteers are needed to help out with the cooking the food, 

selling tickets and helping out with the children's mini midway. 

Each year we struggle with getting volunteers. With a Branch of over 

1,000 members, we have always have trouble getting volunteers. Please 

come out and volunteer so we can make this a successful Canada Day 

Celebration. 
 

All Branch members have been invited to participate in the Parade in 

their Blues and Greys. 

                 Yours in comradeship, Jim 
 

Sports Chairman Bryan Bennett 
Provincial Darts - Saturday March 16, 2013 at Branch 82, Derrick 

Norman will be representing the Branch in Singles Two teams of 

Derrick Norman, Rob Skillicorn, Bruce Pearse and Earl Rowe plus 

Bert Christie, Dave Clinton, Rick Stone and Dan Pellet will be 

representing Branch 258. 

District Mixed Darts - Sunday April 07, 2013 at Branch 3-

Registration 9 a.m.  Six doubles and three teams qualified from 

Branch 258 at the Zones. 1st place and winning Host for next years 

Zones was Derrick Norman, Stacy Wheeler, Brice Pearce and 

Debbie Wheeler. Also placing were Phyllis Sullivan, John 

McIntyre, Rick Stone, Linda Fowles, Diane Tyo, Steve Wilson, 

Jim Gyselinck and Terri Gyselinck 

Provincial Euchre - May 4, 2013 at Branch 272 in Hespler. Out of 

the 24 participating teams in Districts, our team of John Bow, 

Alma Bucci, George Smith and Janet Phillips placed 5th and 

qualified to proceed. 

Provincial Shuffleboard - May 25, 2013 at Branch 412 in 

Kitchener 

District Golf - Sunday June 23, 2013 Place to be decided. 

* We wish all our Branch 258 participants, the very best of luck, in 

the upcoming events. 
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Thanks to the Tuesday Night Shuffleboard League for the $400.00 

donation to the Branch. Everyone seems to be having a really good 

time and looking forward to more of the same. 
 

This will be my last report in the Highlander as our two year term 

draws to an end. I would like to thank the membership for the 

honour and for all the fun I have had during my term as Sports 

officer. Just so you know, I have accepted a position on the 

Danforth Tech Society as Chairman of the Archives, for the next 

couple of years. You may not know, but the School had a fire at 

the end of the last year and five large boxes of letters were 

discovered. These letters were from the students and staff, that 

enlisted in the Second World War, back to their friends and 

teachers at the school. My job will be to archive all of these letters 

for safe keeping, to ensure that if anything happens at the school, 

these treasurers will be safe for future generations. It would have 

been a shame, if we had lost these letters forever, as they are 

irreplaceable. The society has had inquiries from the War Archives 

in Ottawa and the 48th Highlanders, wishing copies, so a lot of 

work lies ahead. Danforth Tech had the distinction of being the 

school in the Commonwealth with the largest number of students 

and staff to enlist in the War, with over 2,000 enlisted. Over 200 of 

these brave young men and women didn't return home. Therefore, 

a lot of these letters are very hard to read. 

Although, I will not be running next term for the Executive, you 

can't get rid of me that easily, I intend to remain a member in good 

standing of Branch 258.  

Remember your Executive is there to represent you the members. 

It is up to the membership to be active and proud of your Branch 

and the Legion movement. It is our job to make sure that the 

Legion grows.  Try bringing in your family, friends and neighbours 

to the Branch, so that they can see all the different activities that 

we have to offer. If every one of us tried to bring just one person 

with us to see what is available, you never know what could 

happen. Don't leave it up to someone else, that someone else 

maybe leaving it up to you. 

     Yours in comradeship, Bryan 
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Sgt - at -Arms             Doug Jones 

Spring and Summer are indeed coming - as is our parade season. 

More Blues and Greys are needed / invited to march. 
 

Some members have the impression that the wearing of blues and 

greys is limited only to the executive or the colour guard. Not so. 

This is the dress/uniform authorized for all RCL members, of all 

categories. Do acquire the blazer and slacks. Accoutrements are 

available at the Branch from the Regalia Chairman, Irene Stevens. 
 

Come out to march. The parade schedule will be posted soon, as 

well as individual parade notices as they come up. 
 

If you do not yet have blues and greys, turn out in business suit or 

sports jacket and tie. You will be welcomed. 
 

And do also turn out for the Legion funerals, tributes and memorial 

ceremonies in respect for our members who pass on. If you 

forward your eddresses to OBirrell@rogers.com, you will be 

informed with details as they occur. 
 

     Yours in comradeship, Doug 
 

House Call         Paul Leduc 
A year ago, I attempted to run a computer basics course here at the 

branch. After several weeks, I had to shut down the course because 

of lack of attendees. While the course started out well with 

approximately 15 people, attendance dropped off for a variety of 

reasons – people were sick, some went south for the winter, others 

found travelling in the snow difficult, and others were not always 

able to make it on a given day. 
 

While I have been asked by some to start up this course again, I am 

looking to propose a new idea – and that is House Call.  Basically, 

I will come to you at your location, and assist you with specific 

problems you are having with your computer system. This does not 

have to be a problem where your computer is toast and cannot do 

anything (although we can look at this too), but rather smaller 

problems like handling email, working with documents, surfing the 

internet, printing, working with your photos, using instant 

messenger, Facebook,  Skype, etc. Maybe you are nervous about 

mailto:OBirrell@rogers.com
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breaking something or losing something on your computer system; 

or maybe you don’t even have a computer and need advice on a 

purchase; or maybe you have problems connecting to the internet.  
 

I want to help you, and I think a one-on-one solution is better than 

a classroom setting. That is the idea behind House Call.  I am 

prepared to spend an hour or two with you in the convenience of 

your home, at a mutually agreed upon time, where you can freely 

ask questions without feeling ignorant or dumb and at no cost, as 

long as you are a Legion member in good standing. If you find my 

service useful and helpful, you may wish to make a small donation 

to the Branch, although this is not a requirement. 
 

I am prepared to devote one or two sessions per week to House 

Call. All you need to do is book a time with me, and we can get 

together to resolve your problem(s). I am not sure what the 

reception to this idea would be, but it would obviously need to be 

on a first come first served basis. As I said, we would set up an 

appointment at a mutually agreed upon day and time – could be 

morning, afternoon, or evening.  Depending on the interest in 

House Call, you may have to wait several weeks or even months 

until we get together, so the sooner you book some time with me, 

the sooner we can get together. 
 

Please understand that I will limit my time with you to 2 hours – 

and also understand that I cannot explain everything about 

computers or the internet to you within those 2 hours. The intent is 

to help you with specific problems, not to teach you everything 

there is to know about computers. If I cannot resolve your problem 

within the time we are together, I will attempt to find you a 

solution on my own time. However, be aware I am not god and 

there will be some things that are just out of my arena. 
 

While I do not consider myself an expert, I do have a lot of 

experience with computers. I have worked in the computer 

industry for over 30 years, and believe it or not, I am continually 

learning something new every day. I also have a number of self-

learn courses that I can pass along to you if you are more 

comfortable learning on your own time and at your own pace.. for 

example, Microsoft Word or Excel. 
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So there you have it. If you are interested in booking some time 

with me for a House Call, please contact me at 416-499-7500, or 

via email at pleduc@rogers.com.  I hope I can help you out. 
 

BTW it may be that I can help you out over the phone without the 

need to actually make a House Call – I am open to that as well. 

 Yours in comradeship, Paul 
 

L.A. President Report  Shirley McMurter Dorothy Wells 
We had our annual Robbie Burns night on January 25

th
 and despite 

the bad weather it was a success. A big thank you to Brenda Butt, 

who spends many of her days and evenings inside the doors of the 

lounge, selling tickets to this event as well as arranging the 

entertainment and emceeing the evening.  Also a thank you to 

Irene Stevens who always pitches in and helps sells tickets. The 

dinner went off without a hitch thanks to Ann Butterfield, Yvonne 

Tracey and Carl Ruttan who work the kitchen and make it all 

happen year after year.  Thank you also to the following people for 

helping make the night a success; Jackie LePage, Yvonne 

McGarry, Margo Hallikainen, Verna Heath, Nancy Clarke, Vera 

Butt-Roy, Nicole Butterfield and Kiki (a culinary student from 

Maplewood who volunteered her time to help in the kitchen) and a 

special thank you to our own Branch Colour Guard who helped 

serve the meals  I would also like to thank Bob Parsons from 

Iceberg Vodka for his generous donations and last but not least 

many thanks to our piper Greg Semple. I think that covers 

everyone but If I missed anyone, my apologies. 

Every year in April we have our Birthday Banquet, which is the 

one day the Executive of the Branch prepares and serves a meal to 

the LA.  This year is our 66
th

 birthday and our banquet will be held 

on Saturday April 20th.  For those that will be attending please 

bring a wrapped gift ($10.00 limit)…we will then apply a number 

to the gifts and throughout the night everyone will pull a number 

and retrieve a gift.  We will be calling all the members for their 

confirmation.  If for some reason you get missed and plan to 

attend, please give me a call so I can add you to the list.  

Each year, we help with the Veterans Luncheon (OLD SWEATS). 

This is being held on April 14th.   
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Please remember that April is nominations so please consider 

running for a position on the Executive.  May is elections and your 

new executive will be sworn in and will begin their new position 

on June 1
st
. 

Dates to Remember 
March 2  - Cadets Mess Dinner 

March 6  - Sunnybrook Bingo 

March 21  - LA General Meeting 

April 4   - LA Executive Meeting 

April 14  - Veterans Dinner - Old Sweats 

April 18  - LA General Meeting (Nominations) 

April 20  - LA 65
th

 Birthday Party 

April 21  - Zone Convention Meeting – Br. 73 

May 16  - General Meeting (Elections) 
 

Hope to see everyone out to the General Meetings! 

                    Yours in comradeship, Shirley 

Branch 258 Banquet Hall 
 

We have a modern fully equipped, air conditioned 

facility available for weddings, banquets, parties, 

dances for up to 192, and meetings up to 250. 
 

Free parking on premises, Handicap facilities 

Complete catering facilities on premises. 

For complete details on availability and  

rental rates.  

Contact: Ann Storrar  

(416) 287-2007 (Home) 

 (416) 281- 2992 x 40 (Branch)  

e-mail: hallrentals@rcl258.com 

We are now taking bookings for 2013/14,  

but dates are filling up fast. 

Book soon so you will not be disappointed. 
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Member – Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258    
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                       DERICK HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF BRANCH 258 SINCE 1992 

 

 

 

 
 

Rouge River Realty Ltd. Brokerage 

TORONTO 416 286 3993 
DURHAM 905 831 5115 
NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT CLIENTS PRESENTLY UNDER CONTRACT 


